

































THE 


CRITICAL REVIEW. 





_For-the Month of Marth?’ 1782. 


_—_—— din 





| Whe Tragedies of Euripides tranflated, Vol. 1. it. 13. fewed: 
; (Concluded from p. 28.) Dodfley. _ . 


R. Johnfon, in one of his biographical and critical Pre- 

faces to the Works of the Englifi Poets; has very 
judicioufly obferved, that a tranflator is to exhibit his au- 
thor’s thoughts in ‘fuch a drefs of diction as the author 
would have given them, had his language been Englifh.— 
This is a fenfible rules andif Mr. Potter had ftriQly adhered 
to it, he would have produced a much better tranflation of 
Euripides than that which is now before us; where, by 
treading too clofely in the freps of his original, he-has given 
us an almoit literal and fervile copy, withdut a ‘proper at- 
tention to that noble and beautiful language, whofe va- 


‘rious powers and beauties he feems to be little acquainted» 


with.— Fo Dr. Johnfon’s- remark we will. take the liberty to 
add, that the perfe& knowlege of the language we tranflate 
jrom, is not fo neceflary to a tranflator as a perfect acquajnt- 
ance with, and a thorough knowlege of, that tongue which he is 
tranflating into. For-want of this, Mr Potter-feems to have-fallen 
into inaccuracy, inelegance, and obfcurity ; of which we have 
indifputable proofs in almoit every page. Without fele@ting, 
therefore, any particular tragedy, as in the firft part of our 
critique, we fhall only mention a few paflages which beca. 
fionally firuck us in the reading ; and which, we think, de- 
mands the confideration and revifion of the author, whe, in 
a future edition, may correct and amend them. : 

Vor. LUI. March, 1782. M To, 
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In the preface to Hippolytus, Mr. Potter, from an enthu- 
fiaftic ardour in favour of his author, has endeavoured ftre- 
rior Oa defend the charaéter.of Phedra, who; he tells us, 
is, ‘the obje& of pity ;? a point which, were we inclined to 
ai the lifts with him, might be fairly difputed. At the fir 
fight of Hippolytus, this unfortunate princefs felt the paflion 
of love in its full force ; the called in reafon and virtue to her 
aid ; but when, after all, the found ‘herfelf unable to fubdue it, 
desiiemined to die. Thus far, as Mr. Potter obferves, fhe may 
be confidered as unfortunate, though not guilty ; but what fhall 
we fay to the fequel of the ftory ? the dies with a letter faftened 
to her hand, in which fhe accufes Hippolytus to his father of 
having violated his bed by force. Surely, after this infamous 
conduct, after going out of the world with a falfehood in 
her mouth, we can no longer compaffionate her: fhe becomes 
immediately an object of horror and deteftation, not, as Mr. 
Potter reprefents her, of pity. He blames Racine, notwith- 
ftanding, for foftening this culpability: ‘in this, (fays Mr. 
Potter) he has fucceeded to admiration; yet his Phedrais not 
the Phaedra of Euripides.’— It certainly is not; but is, 
perhaps, as Racine, and after him Smith, has drawn it, a 
miuch better and more natural character.—In the fame preface 
Mr. Potter has defended Euripides againft Brumoy, who had 
pafied a very juft cenfure on ‘the prologue to this drama, as 
anticipating moft of the principal events. 


.¢ The great poet, fays Mr. Potter, knew_perfeftly:well what 
he was about: the appearance of Venus was abfolutely neceflary, — 
as hath been fhown ; and it was as neceffary that fhe fhould de- 
clare her intention, ‘that i is, the principal events of the drama. 
Thefe events were domeftic faéts, with which the audience were 
well acquainted.’ 


Here Mr. Potter, as a critic, is again miftaken, and has 
produced an argument in favour of his author which militates 
directly againit him—If the audience were already well. ac- 
guainted with the facts, what bufinefs has the prologue. to re- 
peat them ? But let the prologue {peak for itfelf. The Hippo-~ 
lytus of Euripides opens thus: 


¢ Venus A goddefs not inglorious.in the fkies 
Is Venus, and ’mongit mortals great my pow’r, 
Whether beyond the ocean they behold 
The fun’s bright beams, or o’er th’ Atlantic’ bound. 
Thofe, who with reverence own my power, | grace 
With honour ; but chaftife the hoitile pride 
That vaunts jefelf againit me: fora fenfe 
Of pleafure totiches e’en the heav ‘nly race, - 


When 
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When mortals pay them homage. Of thefe words 
Soon will I fhow the truth: the fon of Thefeus, 
Hippolytus, ef Amazonian ftrain, 

By the chaft Pittheus fchool’d, of all that dwell 
Within Troezene’s walls alone defies me 

As the moft worthlefs of the gods, and love 

He holds in fcorn, and the connubial bed. 

But to Diana, fifter of Apollo, 

His vows, as to the greateft of the gods, 

With honour are addrefs’d ; and fill he haunts, 
Conforting with the virgin, the green’ woods, 
And from their coverts drives the beafts of chace 
With his fleet dogs, afpiring far beyond 

Human fociety, But this excites __ 

No envy in my breaft, I deem not this 

A worthy caufe; but for offences aim’d 

Againft my pow’r, Hippolytus this day 

Shall feel my vengeance. Slight will be my toil 
T” effect what long hrth been prepared : for onee, 
As from the houfe of Pittheus, to behold 

And celebrate the facred mytteries, 

He came, at Athens the illuitrious wife ~~ 

Of Thefeus, Phedra, faw him, and her heart, 
Such was my will, felt the fierce flames of love: 
And, e’er fhe hither to Troezene came, 

A temple there fhe rais’d to Venus, nich 

‘The rock of Pallas which o’erlooks this land, 
Struck with an abfent love; and future times 
Shall cell that for Hippolytus fhe ra's’d 

The temple to the goddefs. But when Thefeus, 
The fons of Pallas flain, to expiate 

The {tain of blood, left the Cecropian land, 
And with his wife fteer’d to thefe realms his courfe, 
A voluntary exile for the fpace 

Of one revolving year, then did fhe figh, 

And, though her heart felt aj! the pangs of love, 
Conceal’d her anguith, and in fecret pined ; 

Nor one of her attendants knew the caufe 

Of her difeafe. This love hall not be loft 
Without effect ; to Thefeus will | fhow it; 

It fhall be known; and this mine enem 

By imprecations fhall his father kill ; 

For once the monarch of the main this grace 
To Thefeus granted, that of three requefts 
Prefented to the god not one fhould fall 

Void of its purpofe. Of illuftrions fame 

Is Phaedra, yet together let her perifh : 

I have not for her life that tendernefs, 

As not to pour fuch vengeance on my foes 

As fhall be pleafing to me.—But I fee 
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This fon of Thefeus coming ; from the chace 
Hippolytus returns: I will be gone ; 

For with him comes a numerous train of youths 
Who to Diana raife the noify fong. 

Full little thinks he that the gates of hell 

Are open’d,- and he fees this fun. no more.’ 





The tranflation of Venus’ fpeech is even more flat than the 
original. Hippolytus, fays fhe, 
¢ defies me 
As the moft qworthle/s of the gods.’ } 


The epithet worth/e/s is a ftrange expreffion for a goddefs; be- 
fides, it does by no means convey the fenfe of the original, 
RAKIS UP Aainover- But what follows is ftill worfe : 


¢—— ftill he haunts, 
Conforting with the virgin, the green woods ; 
And from their coverts drives the beafts of chace 
With his tleet dogs, a/piring far beyond 
Human fociety.?—~- 


The laft words are meant for a tranflation of 
Bporetas wporrecan outracs. 


We cannot conceive how. chafing wild beafts, and keeping 
company with fleet dogs, can properly be called a/piring be- 
yond, we fhould think it was rather falling beneath human fo- 
ciety. 3 

This prologue contains nothing but 2 dull profaic narrative 
of what the audience knew before; though Mr. Potter in his 
preface compares it to Pope’s admirable prologue to Cato, full 
of good fenfe and animated poetry. He tells us likewife, that 
the Nurfe was a character highly refpefted by the ancients. 
‘The Nurfe, notwithftanding, in this tragedy, is as oppofite to 
refpettable as a character can be, becaufe fhe not only reveals 
her miftrefs’s fecret, entrufted to her, the very moment after © 
fhe had heard it, but behaves alfo with as much pertnefs and 
intriguing audacity as a modern chambermaid! Let us hear 
them together, when the fecret comes out. 


¢ Phedra. That fuppliant hand revering I will tell thee. 
Nurfe. ’ Lis mine in filence to attend thy words. 

Phaedra. Ab wretched mother, what a love was thine ! 
Nurfe.: A bull fhe lov’d ; or what doft thou intend ? 
Phaedra. And thou, unhappy fifter, wife of Bacchus ! 
Nurfe. Why thus, my child, recall what fhames thy race? 
Phaedra. 1 am the third on whom this ruin falls. 

Nu: fe. My heart finks in me: whither tends thy fpeech ? 
Pbedra. ‘Thence nothing new this mifery crufhes me, 








Nurfe. 
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Nurfe. Yet know I nought of what I with to hear. | 


Phaedra. Ah, wou’dft thou tell me what is mine to fpeak ! 
Nur/fe. 1 am no prophetefs in things obfcure, 

Phaedra, Ah, tell me what is this, which men call love. 
Nurfe. The fweetett pleafure, .and fevereft pain. 

Phaedra. Taught by experience one of them I feel. 

Nurfe. What fays my child? Doft thou then love fome man ? 
Phaedra. Who is this fon of th’ Amazonian queen ? 


Nurfe. Hippolytus.’ 


Two or three of thefe fhort fpeeches, fhort as they are, every 
reader will not underftand. - 


¢ A bull fhe lov’d, &c.’ 


Mr. Potter indeed tells us, in a note, that the love of Pafi- 
phae, and the ftory of Ariadne, are well known ; — ‘Fo whom, 
we would afk, is’ all this known? to fcholars, perhaps, like 
himfelf, not to the mere Englifh and unlearned reader. But 
who, learned or unlearned, fhall explain to us the meaning 
of this line? 


* Thence nothing new this mifery crufhes me.’ 


which, toour comprehenfion, we muft own, is perfectly unin- 
telligible. When Nurfe knows the fecret, what fays the? 
obferve how kind fhe is. 

¢ Loveft thou ? What wonder! Many feel the force 

Of love : wilt thou for this refufe to live ? 

Til would it fare with thofe that love, and thofe 

That fhall hereafter love, if they muft die. 
to conceal 
What honour dare not own, is wifdom’s part.’ 


This, no doubt, is good morality. She afterwards gives her 
ftill better advice : 


‘ If love hath feiz’d thy heart; it is the work 
Of love’s all-pow’rfull goddefs ; if it pains thee, 
Try to relieve thy pain,’ 





And a little after {peaks very plainly indeed ! 
¢ —— Thou haft not need 
Of fine-form’d words, but of a man,’ 

This, with all due deference both to Euripides and his 
tranflator, is not quite decent. There are, to fay the truth, 
but too many vulgarifms in this performance. Phzdra, {peak- 
ing of adulterous women, fays, 

* How can they /ook their hufbands in the face,’ 


Hippolytus, {peaking of the human race, fays, 


¢ —- there is #0 need they fhould be rais’d 
From woman,’ 
M 3 
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And when he is railing at the fex, cries out, in no very deli- 
cate phrafe ; 

‘ I hate the knowing dame, nor in my houfe 

Be. one more wife than woman ought to be : 

~ For Venus .m thefle knowing dames with eafe 

Engenders wiles ; from all which folly far 

Simplicity removes th’ unplotting wit.’ 
Thefe lines, befides being vulgar, are ftiff and unpoétical. 
There are many more vulgar phrafes in this traniflation, 
fach as, | 

¢ What Joots it to lament ?” 


_ "The meffenger, at the end of Hippolytus, fays he would 
_ not believe him guilty, no 

‘ Not, though the univerfal race of women 

Shou'd hang rhemfelves.’ 

* Yet one thing is agaiaft me.” 

¢ Of this fre wife to be enamour’d thus,’ 


¢ —— thy boaft is not ami/s.’ 
© Fine fervice haft thou done me.* 
* But as I faid before’ 

‘ ——- had I not been caught 

At unawares’ 

‘ = fome di/mal accident’ 
¢ Thy father on thefe terms mutt give thee life.’ 
* Be ruled by me’ 

¢ —— you will fare detter for it.’ 
¢ I long to kifs the dear checks of my fons.’ 

¢—— to touch their foft and delicate fle/b.’ 
¢ Not to my fhame, but to thy damage this—— 
Death is bard by.’ 
¢ Have you prepared what the fad cafe requires.” 

¢ + never did J think—— 
O that I fhou’d come to this.”?>— 
¢ Bebold a man worn out with years throws down, 
Unhappy me! and roll'd upon the ground.’ 
¢ forcing the gods 

To fuffer. what they wou’d not, 1s th’ excefs 
Of rudene/i,’ 
© Who is prefdent here ?? 


.Thefe expreflions, together with many others of the fame 
kind, are much too low and familiar for the dignity of the 
tragic Mufe, and throw an air of vulgarity over the whole ; 
which, by a very little care and attention, might have been 
prevented, 








‘Bat 




















Potter's Tranflation of Euripides. Fol. I. 167 


But a worfe fault pervades this work, which is, want of 
perfpicuity. There are innumerable paflages in the tranflation 
which require an interpreter to. render them intelligible, The 
Hercules opens with a firange blunder. Amphitryon begins 
thus : 

* Lives there a man to whom the Argive chief | 
Amphitryon, partner of the bed of Jove, ¥ 
Is not wel! known ?” 


That Jupiter did Amphitryon the honour of cyckolding him, 
with Alcmena, is a well-known ftory; but that Amphi- 
tryon returned the compliment by an intrigue with Juno, was 
4 feeret which we had yet to learn, till Mr. Potter acquainted 
us with it ; nor can we apprehend how, by any other means, he 
could poffibly"become a : 

‘ partner of the bed of Jove.’ 


In the Bacche, Pentheus fays, 
* How bold is Bacchus, nor astrain’d in words *® : 


And Bacchus, a little after, fays, 
‘ Thefe locks are facred, cheri/b’d to the god.” 


Cherifh’d tois furely, as Shakfpeare fays, a wile phrafe; nor 
can we underftand the meaning of it. In page 31 Pentheus 
concludes his threatning fpeech in thefe words : 
‘ As for thefe women—— 
—— they fhall be fold ; 


Or from their rattling cymbals will I check 
Their hands,’ 


We know not what to make of checking from the cymbals : 
but the next fpeech is ftill more unintelligible: 
¢ I will begone’—(fays Bacchus) 
¢ — for what neceffit: 
Inflicts not, neither doth neceflity . 
, Compel to fuffer,’— 





Here + fomething is wanting which conjecture cannot eafily 
fupply ; but Mr. Potter, we fuppofe, concludes that 
There 





* Untrain’din words, is a bad expreffion. We meet alfo with 
felf-rigorous death——the taunting air—I know not what t'emprize— 
fine-drawn reafonings—all fal/s ill—with many others not lefs dif- 

ufting. 
. t This thews the neceffity of notes, which Mr. Potter is fo {paring 
of: how, without them, can the mere Englifh reader, and perhaps 
the learned alfo, underftand the as os paflages ? : 


a * More 
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There is a meaning, and no doubt 
We all have fenfe to find it out. 


* Affliction now hath taught her what it is 
Not to forfake a parent and his houfe.’ 


The Nurfe, in Medea, {peaking of her miftrefs, tells us that 
fhe lef 
— her father, and her country, and her houfe 
to Pn Jafon, and then fays, 


¢ Affiiction’ now hath taught her what it is 
Not to forfake a parent and his houfe.’ 


This feems diretly oppofite to the fenfe, which we fhould have 
expected, and at leaft required a note to explain it to us. 
In the next fcene between the Nurfe and the Tutor, when the 
Narfe defires him to tell her all he knows, fhe enforces her re- 
queft, by faying, 

.* Nay, dy this beard, conceal it not t from me.’ 


Here, the expreffion is certainly ambiguous, as it does not ap-~ 
pear whether, by this beard, the old lady meant her own or 
the Tutor’s. — . 
In the Hippolytus, the Chorus, informed of the fudden 
death of Phzdra, cries out, 7 
¢ Whatare no active fervants there ?? 


and immediately ate this ftrange reflection : 


through life 
A bufy Pane I deem unfafe.’ 


which appears entirely foreign to the preceding queftion: a 
note here. might have been of fervice. 

In the fcene between Thefeus and his OMe after the death 
of Phedra, Hippolytus fays, 


‘ Chafte was thy wife, waable to be chafle.’ 


An affertion which we cannot poflibly comprehend ; any more 
- than we can what Phedra fays of her Nurfe. 


aint 
~e 








* More favage than the Tu/can Scylla.* 
* Difeas’d I find difeafe.” p. 99. 
¢ O thou whofe feat is on the olive mount,’ p. 622. 
¢ Thee may th’ Erinnys of thy fons deftroy.' 
¢ Fly to th’ EleGran gates,’ 
* Thy name is rightly ominous of grief.” p. 30. 
‘ A ftranger never on Biffonian ground.’ p. 201. 


with many more of the fame kind, which are equally unintelligible. 
te ‘ Friendly 
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* Friendly her purpofe,’ but di/boneurable. 
with a liberal hand 

I am difpofed to give, and to my friends 
Send /ymbols,’— 


If Mr. Potter had not fuch an unconquerable averfion t 
notes, he might have given us one in this place, to explain 
the fmbols. 

In the Alceftis, Admetus, after the fuppofed death of his 
wife, fays to Hercules, ; 


* Never fhall other woman fhare my bed. 
Her. And think’ft thou this will aught avail the dead ? 
Ad. This honour is her due where’er the be. 
Her. This hath my praife, though near allied to phrenzy.” 








The laft line conveys a ftrange fentiment, as ftrangely ex- 
prefied ; it is equally difficult to conceive why one man fhould 
praife another for being out of his fenfes, and why he fhould 
fuppofe him to be mad, becaufe he fays he will never have an- 
other wife. This alfo fhould have been elucidated in a note, 
as well as the following: 


¢ Thee for thy grace in other’s ills 1 mourn : 

To hide from friends what honour prompts is fhame.’ 
After the word prompts, fomething muft be underftood— 
prompts——to alter or reveal—to make it fenfe ;_as it ftands at 
prefent it is unintelligible. ‘ 


¢ Whate’er is done with zeal is nigh.’ 


Nigh what ? 

Can any thing be more involved in obfcurity than the fol- 
lowing lines : . 

‘ Fortune, in her courfe 

Inconftant, now prefents the Deftinies 
Inftead of brides; ah me, ah wretched me ! 
Tears for the bath: your grandfire here prepares 
The nuptial feait, the father of the bride 
Accounting Pluto.’ 


Hercules fays to Amphytrion, 
‘ Thy pbrafe is great.” —— 
The author, we fuppofe, means, thy words. are big, high- 
founding, &c. But phrafe, in this fenfe is, we believe, feldom 
made ufe of. ? 
¢ Say what new ill is mark’d upon my life, 
I mark thee if thy fenfes yet .be found.’. 


s Is it enough that I from fence learn ? 
Thy dignity againit thy tears contends,’ 
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‘« Recline them on their mother’s breaft, and give 
This fad communion to her arms.’ . 
To thefe we might add many other paffages, equally ob- 
fcure with thofe we have already quoted, which contribute to 
throw a difagreeable fhade over this work. 
To the faults above noticed, which muft be obvious to every 
reader, we are obliged to mention one which we little ex 
pected to find in a fcholar of approved learning and abilities, 
viz. many repeated trefpafles againft grammar and propriety of 
fpeech to be met with in this tranflation. We fhall point out j 
but a few of them. 
* Cou’dit thou per/uade who at the time might be 
A wife to die for thee.’ 


¢ I have no prieft, no altar more.’ 











_ for xo more altars. 

‘ Soon as thou fhalt acquit thee.” 
for acquit thy/elf. 

¢ Well hath Apollo guitted him in all? 
Quitted for acquitted ; and him for himself. 

¢ he fmote the phantom me as he wou’d kill.’ 
ij. e. as. if he meant to kill me. 
he tells me 

But that we find fome means to extricate.” : 
Here Sut that is ufed for unle/s—what good authority can the 
tranflator produce for fuch a liberty ? 

¢ — and wedded Creon’s daughter 

Lord of this land.’ : 
for, the daughter of Creon, who is lord of this land. 

¢ I never cou’d have held me from difclofing’ 
Held me, is here put for withheld my/elf. 

‘ Were thy thoughts what they ought, thou woud’tt be blen? 
They ought, for, they ought to be. 

‘ — an end we xever thought. 

Never thought, for never thought of. 

© With one life ought we'live, and not with two.? 
Ought we live, for ought we to live—This very concife, but 
ungrammatical and unwarrantable mode, is perpetually re- 


peated. 
‘*Tis their pleafure ({peaking of the'ladies) ’mong them- 
felves'to fpeak » > 
Nothing that owns the pow’r of moderation.’ 


6 









which 








which is fuppofed.to convey the fenfe of the original wnJdcv 
wyies 3 a ftrange circumlocetion! What can our author mean 
by the power of moderation, which isy befides, 4 wepative term, 
and therefore cannot bé faid to have aby power at all, 


: what ‘force 
Expect you ot to die ?? 


The tranflator undoubtedly means, what affiftance do you ex- 
pect powerful enough to fave your lives; inftead of which he 
cuts us off with 


: ‘+ what fotce 
Expect you not'to die ?? 





* Give not me’—for— give nothing to me, 
* Did I not charge thee to be feat 
Of what afflicts me.’ ‘ 
‘ —— the gods 
Wou’d be efteem’d a# nought.’ 


Such careleffnefs and inattention mh a work of fo much con- 
fequence, and which requited all poflible accuracy, ¢orredt- 
nefs, and precifion, are, to fay the trith, almoft inexcufable. 


Before we conclude this article, we-mift do Mr. Potter the 
juftice to acknowlege, that the beginning of the tragedy of 
Ion is executed with fpirit, elegance, and fidelity ; particu- 
larly in the following lines, where Ion gives a poetical and 
picturefque defcription of his office and miniftry in the temple. 


‘ Now flames this radiant chariot of the fun 

High o’er the earth, at whofe etherial fire 

The ftars into the facred night retreat ; 

O’er the Parnaffian cliffs th’ afeending wheels 

To mortals roll the beams of day: the wreaths 

Of incenfe-breathing myrrh mount to the roof 

Of Phcebus’ fane ; the Delphic prieftéfs now ° 
Affumes her feat, and from the hallow’d tripod. 
Pronounces to the Greeks th’ oracular {trains , 
Which the god dictates. Hafte, ye Delphic train, 
Hafte to Caftalia’s filver-ftreaming fount, 

Bath’d in its chafte dews to the temple go, 

There from yout guarded mouths ho fotind be heard 
But of good omen, that to thofe, who crave 
Admiffion to the oracle, your voice 

May with aufpicious words expound the anfweérs, 
My tafk, which from my early infancy 

Hath been my charge, fhall be with laurel boughs 
And facred wreaths to cleanfe the veftibule 

Of Pheebus, on the pavetnent moiftening dews 

To rain; and with my bow to chafé the birds 
Which 
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Which would defile the hallow’d ornaments. 
A mother’s fondnefs, and a father’s care 

I never knew ; the temple of the god 
Claims then my fervice, for it nurtur’d me. 


‘ST ROPHE. 


Hatte, thou verdant new-fprung bough, 
Hafte, thy early office know ; 

Branch of beauteous laurel come 
Sweep Apollo’s facred dome, 

Cropt this temple’s bafe beneath, 
Where th’ immortal gardens breath, 
And eternal dews, that round 

Water the delicious ground, 

Bathe the myrtle’s treffes fair. 

Lightly thus with conftant care 

The pavement of the god I fweep, 
When o’er the Parnaffian fleep 

Flames the bright fun’s mounting ray ; 
‘This my tafk each rifing day. 
Son of Latona, Pzan, Pzan, hail : 
Never, O never may thy honours fail ! 


‘ANTISTROPHE, 


Gratefull is my tafk, who wait 
Serving, Phoebus, at thy gate : 
Honouring thus thy hallow’d fhrine, 
Honour for the tafk is mine. 
Labouring with unwilling hands 
Me no mortal man commands : 
But, immortal gods, to you 
All my pleafing toil is due. 
Phoebus is to me a fire, 
Gratefull thoughts my foul infpire ; 
Nurtur’d by thy bounty here 
Thee, Apollo, I revere ; 
And thy name in this rich feat 
As a father’s I repeat. 
Son of Latona, Pzan, Pzan, hail: 
Never, O never may thy honours fail !’ 


Now from this labour with the laurel bough 

: I ceafe ; and fprinkling from the golden vafe 
The chafte drops which Caftalia’s Rolain rolls, 

Bedew the pavement, Never may I quit 

This office to the god; or, if I quit it, 

Be it, good Fortune, at thy favouring call ! 

But, fee, the early birds have left their nefts, 

And this way from Parnaffus wing their flight. 

Come not, | charge you, near the battlements, 

Nor near the golden dome. Heraldof Jove, 
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Strong though thy beak beyond the feather’d kind, 

My bow fhall reach thee. Tow’rds the altar, foe, 

A {wan comes failing : elfewhere wilt thou move 

Thy fcarlet-tin&ur’d foot ? or from my bow 

The lyre of Pheebus to thy notes attuned 

Will not protect thee ; further ftretch thy wings ; 

Go, wanton, fkim along the Delian lake, 

Or thou wilt fteep thy melody in blood. | 

Look, what ftrange bird comes onwards: wou’df thou fix 
Beneath the battlements thy ftraw-built neft ? 

My finging bow fhall drive thee hence; begone, 

Or to the banks of Alpheus; gulfy ftream, 

Or to the Ifthmian grove; there hatch thy young ; 

Mar not thefe pendant ornaments, nor foil 

The temple of the god: I would not kill you, 

*Twere pity, for to mortal man you bear’ 

The meflage of the gods; yet my due tafk 

Muft be perform’d, and never will I ceafe 

My fervice to the god, who nurtur’d me.’ 


From this fpecimen, had we read no other part, we fhould 
have been inclined to think Mr. Potter very capable of giv- 
ing a good verfion of the old tragic poet. . 

At the end of the Heraclide, the laft tragedy in this col- 
ieftion, there are alfo fome good lines. Thefe two paflages, 
with fome verfes in two or three of the Choruffes excepted, 
this firft volume of a Tranflation of Euripides by Mr. Pot- 
ter, is, we will venture to pronounce, upon the whole, a 
very indifferent performance. 





An Effay ox Crimes and Punifbments, with a View of, and Com- 
meutary upon Beccaria, Rouffeau, Voltaire, Monte/quieu, Field- 
ing, and Blackftone. By M. Dawes. 8v0. 5s. Dilly. 


T HIS Effay is calculated to fhew that crimes are the effects 

of a vicious education, idlenefs, vanity, effeminacy, and 
voluptuoufnefs ; and that the hand of the legiflator, is, upon 
fome occafions, as violent as the hand of the robber and af- 
fafin. But though it cannot boaft of being profound, Mr. 
Dawes, who either is, or affe€ts to be a moralift, and appears 
not altogether unacquainted with the fubject he has adopted, 
endeavours to compenfate for this defect by many pertinent and 
firong remarks on the errors of our criminal jurifprudenee, 
Thinking, neverthelefs, as we do, that there is much room 
for the improvement of fo deep a theme, we cannot help fay- 
ang that it would have been better, if Mr. Dawes had com- 
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re Danwes’s Effay on Crimes and Pynifoments. 
Preffed his obfervations within a fmaller compafs. We adniit 
however that in controverfial, or argumentative compofition, 
fome repetition is unavoidable; and as we underftand. that 
our author isa lawyer, we allow that it may be candid, in 
fome degree, to excufe the fuperfiuities of his language. | 
After enlarging, in a preface, on the fubject of natural and 
civil liberty, and explaming, in an introdudtion, his ideas of 
the liberty of the mind, which he defends againg all who have 
differed from, or mifuaderftood him, he enters formally on 
crimes. Heopens his Effay with a chapter on the education 
and government of mans; then proceeds to crimes, generally 
and {pecifically ; defining in his progrefs the idea of ‘criminal 
tranfgreffions, and of particular injuries arifing from the mu- 
tual intercourfe of mankind, which he contends no punifh- 
ment will reprefs while men are left to themfelves either to 
« choofe, perhaps, falfe purfuits, for the fake of falfe honours 
or rewards, or te profecute their ambition and fenfuality at 
the rifk of their felicity and the expence of their fellows.’ | 
Mr. Dawes has taken great pains in the commentaries, which 
are {cattered throughout his Effays, to overturn the fentiments 
of many able writers; introducing, in the courfé of his ar- 
guments, their particular affertions, the better to defeat them by 
his own. Nor has he been entirely unfuccefsful ; for, notwith-. 
flanding the exalted genius of a Rouffeau, a Beecaria, and a 
Blackftone, he has repelled the doétrine of thofe great and good 
men with fome force, particularly in regard to the punifhment 
of death. After endeavouring to fhew, that human aétions arc 
governed by philofophical neceflity, and after defining juttice, 
and the original conftitution of crimes, he maintains that the 
power to panith, which, thongh inherent in all.individuals, 
is by them transferred to the fovereign, ought not to exceed the 
limits of utility, or, in his own.words, ‘ the greater happinefs of 
the greater number ;’ and that legiflators have no right to im- 
pofe death as a punifhment for offences of human inftitutiop, 
becaufe their conftituents have none themfelves. 


‘ Beccaria affirms, fays Mr. Dawes, that the punifhment of 
death is not authorized by any right ; and that as a man has no 
right to kill himfelf, (meaning only no focial nght) he cannot 
transfer to others what he has not of himfelf. In this he may 
be civilly right, but confidering that revelation goes farther, and. 
abfolutely points out death as a punifhment of murder, his own 
eonfent gives way to the Divine law ; and‘that, though focially, 
he cannot give to others a power to inflict it, he religioufly muft 
fubmit to it; notwithftanding what Beccaria fays, apparently, 
but not really to the comtrary, in denying that as fuicide is for- 
bidden, 
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bidden, no mam can even.fer murder authorize another to do 
that by him, he muft mot focially or politically do by himfelf. 

¢ Rouffeau has very properly explained the apparent error of 
Beccaria in this particular, Every man, fayshe, has an undoubted 
right to ‘hazard his life for its prefervation, and that he who would 
preferve his life at the expence of others, ought to rifk it for 
their fatety when it is neceflary, as it is to prevent our falling 
by the hands.of affaffins, that we confent to die, on becoming 
‘ fach ourfelves. Murder therefore calls for the punifhment of 
death in every view of it, not only as.a terror to others, but 
to deftroy the murderer, It is impoflible, however ufeful he may 
be made to the ftate, that his life.can compenfate for the lofs of 
a member. The human heart detefting the a¢t of murder, he 
would be a living obje@ of horror to himfelf and others. Death 
therefore is a charitable :punifhment, and prevents at once all 
future torments of the murderer.’ 

It.is plain Mr. Dawes. is a neceffarian, and as fuch con- 
demns‘the punifpment of death for offences of human inftitu- 
tion. -He:admits no right in man to punifh with death, but in 
cafes where life has been xtaken away. 


_ The punifhment of death, he continues, which mankind 
confented to, or hazarded for the fake of life, and which is.only 
in danger by murder, can extend to no other act, becaufe ther 
lives are concerned in no other. Robbery, forgery, or bur- 
glary, affect not -our lives, but our property, the yalue of which, 
be it what it may, is not equal to dife in the criminal, which, as 
he cannot confent to difpofe of for the fake of preferving it, 
where it is not concerned, fhould not be taken from him.’ 


But :Mr. Dawes did not confider that, when treating of 
fuicide, and faying that ‘ the faculties with which man is.en< 
dowed ‘are’not lefs the work of God than matter and motion, 
and that<all animals are left to their own prudence to con- 
dutt themfelves,’ they confequently may act as they pleafe: 
therefore, as they confent to death as.a punifhment for of- 
fences of ‘human inflitution, they have no reafon to complain 
of what they do themfelves, -which muft be fuppofed -pro- 
per, as they cannot exercife their faculties without having a 
right to do fo, from God and nature.—It is. true Mr. Dawes 
endeavours to anfwer this objeétion by adding, 


¢ If a man may kill himfelf for the good of his parents, his 
King, or his country, he may do it for his own, which is the 
only object when he confents that another fhall do it by ‘him 
on certain conditions, “In one inftance he confents’to it that it 
‘may ‘not be done, or doing it ‘by another, ‘it thall be done ‘by 
‘him, In the other, when it'is not worth preferving, but being 
‘a burthen‘he-does no more than that by his own hands, which 
deferving-by ‘his confent on-a ‘breach of the conditions of fociety, 
will 
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will be impofed on him by another. It is to be remembered, 
that this is to be done for his own good, but except in the cafe 


of murder, it would be an evil, for there cannot,’ poffibly be any 


good in the punifhment of death for inferior offences, except to 
barter a ftate from diffolution, a prince from falling into the 

ds of an enemy, or a family from deftruction. All mankind, 
as Mr. Voltaire fays, being expofed to the attempts of violence 
or perfidy, deteft the crimes of which they may poffibly be the . 
vidtims ; yet there is a compaffion in the human. heart, which 
makes them at the fame time deteft the cruelty of punifhment, 
becaufe fenfible of the poffibility, from the infirmity of human 
nature, that they may offend and form a part of the guilty, they 
feel for themfelves in feeling for others, and regret that as they 
may be influenced by a like determination of mind to commit 
criminal a¢tions, they will be punifhed for effects not in their 
power to reftrain.’ | 


This does Mr. Dawes reafon againft the punifhment of 
death ; and fir W. Blackftone having, in his Commentariess 
declared, that he would not be underftood to deny the right of. 
the legiflature in any country to enforce its- own laws by the 
death of the tran{greffor ; Mr. Dawes endeavours to refute him, 
by faying, 
© Tf fir William Black{tone confidered that the legiflature re- 
folved and carried their own will into execution, as the will of 
the whole community, it may be calléd a fuicide of all for the 
fake of all; or a power to kill all, in order to preferve all; with 
this exception, according to Roufleau, that every man who 
plunges from the top of a houfe on fire, does it for his fafety, 
not deftruction, which he endeavours to avoid ; or juft as it is 
with every man who embarks ina-fhip, fenfible of the poffibility 
of a wreck, which he hopes to efcape. But all this applies only 
to the cafe of murder ; the prefervation .of life makes it right 
to hazard life for it; it is otherwife with property, which if 
hazarded to preferve it, as life for life, would be equally fecure, 
and being invaded or loft, may poffibly be reftored fpecifically, 
erin value ; if not, the death of the robber reftores not the lofs 
of the party robbed.’ | 


Mr. Dawes then expatiates on the education of man, and 
inquires whether he be good or ill by nature. He confiders 
idlenefs and irreligion as the root of crimes, and concurs with 
fir William Blackftone in preferring houfes of labour and in- 
duftry to the punifhment of death, which, he fays, 


* Stamps indeliable infamy, ignorance, and difgrace, on the fo- 
vereignty that ordains, and the power that executes it; and with 
thofe who have ftudied hiftory and mankind, neither produces 
ahe good intended, nog leffens the quantity of crimes; for in 
_ proportion to its cruelty, though momentary, the guilty often go 
unpu-, 
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unpunifhed. The certaitity."of a finall punifhment makes a 
deeper impreffion, and from its continuance holds out a fuperior 
terror to others,‘than the black, the difmal, and vindictive pu- 
nifhment of :death,” - 105 


' Having fhewn that no Jegiflature can’ have a right to take 
away the life of a man, for,offences of human inftitution, Mr. 
Dawes contends, in warm'rhetorical language, that the crime 
of rape fhould not be punifhed capitally. To a carelefs reader 
his arguments on this head would appear immoral, Certainly, 
fathers and brothers feel ifidignantly at an offence of this fort, 
on account of their wives, daughters, and fifters ; and when 
perpetrated, as Mr. Dawes fays, by violence, it is deferving 
a certain and exemplary punifhment under death. 


‘ A ravifher, fays Mr. Dawes, is not that horrible creature 
as is amurderer; he neither killed, nor intended to kill; his 
crime proceeded not from hatred or revenge, but the agonies of 
luft or concupifcence ; in one, nature is dijtorted; in the other, 
fhe is only animated ; tortured in the willand thirft of blood, 
by the one; fired and excited by the object in the other; both 
are inevitable, but ¢4at feeks enjoyment in death, ¢4/s in the vi- 

our of life ; defire kindled in each the will to flay or enjoy, 
will be obeyed; it is above terror, and nothing but fetters or 
fuperior force can repel its being fulfilled? Is death then 
neceflary for what nature inforces in her important operations ? 
Can man confent to the lofs of life as a punifhment for his pre- 
fervation, where it is not concerned ? Shall death be arbitrarily 
impoled for actions, whofe only guilt is their being natural # Or 
fhaill men lofe their lives for the licentioufnefs of paffions they 
cannot controul, but whofe indulgence nature commands as a 
pleafure, while reafon, unlike the forbearance of other atts, 
vainly echoes a retreat and parley as a pain ?’ 


In regard to the woman, he fays, 


¢ The woman fuffering under fyuch an act, if wife, will pre- 
fer her filence to revenge; fhe will, if fhe fee the confequences 
of making it public, let her offender go free; the will forgive 
him for a violence which her endearments alone excited; and 
pity herfelf and him, in lamenting that they ever met ; the will 
conceal it for the fake of her future character, welfare, and hap- 
pinefs, and never think of facrificing thefe, by profecuting her 
ravifher to conviction and death! Horrid thought indeed, in a 
tender mind, and fuggefted only in the brain of thofe, who for- 
etting themfelves, or being below the injurious effects premifed, 
refolve, through intereft or difappointment, to purfue it, even 
to the deftruction of a fellow-creature, which neither cleanfes 
him of his imputed guilt, repairs the imagined injury, or terri- 
fies others from following his example, under the fame circum- 
ftances, and committing a.rape ; parsicularly when, as in him, 
Vor. LI. March, 1782. N defire 
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defire is whetted, importunity. fails, paflion encreafes, opportu. 
nity is favourable, and natural force is employed to procure the 
certain effects of a certain caufe in ah ardent and outrageous 
mind. His purpofe gratified, compunétion is filent ;_no horrors 
torment him, becaufe he is fenfible of no crime ; paflion abated, 
reafon ‘{teps in} ‘but lathents; and not condemns, that he ob- 
taitied by force, what would have rendered his joy poignant, in 
proportion to a mutual acquiefeence,’ 


It is curious enough to obferve with what alacrity Mr. 
Dawes fkreens himfelf from reproach for the freedom of his 
thoughts on the crime of rape, which he might otherwife be 
fuppofed to encourage, by fubftituting feduétion as a much 


more ‘effectual weapon than force, which he neverthelefs thinks 
criminal. 


‘ But it is not, fays he, becaufe feduCtion is preferable to 
force, that it fhould be altogether defended ; it is. morally cri- 
minal, and often proves more injurious in its effects, than the 
exertion of violence with which the fame object of defire may — 
be procured. To what but feduGtion are we to afcribe the con- 
dition of the many unhappy women who are doomed to forrow, 
fhame, and repentance; women, who liitening to the voice of 
their feducers, have relied on man’s gratitude to pay them for 
their peace and honovr facrificed to him. Their wretchednefs 
excites compaffion ; they carry in their hearts, notwithftanding 
they externally fhine in pleafure, the fad teftimony that nothing 
can make reparation for their innocence and virtue loft. Yet for 
this moral offence of feduction, the agent goes unpunifhed. His 
defires gratified, he flies from the injured’ woman, who had 
bletied him at the expence of herfelf; abandons her to the fcorn 
of her fex and pity of his own. Punifhment here operates on the 
innocent, who giving up all to love and him, fuffers for what he 
alone is guilty of. Seduction therefore is morally as well as le- 
sally criminal, and entails more lafting mifery on the feduced 
woman, in whom chaitity was moft amiable, but worfe fortified, 
than if fhe had involuntarily but momentarily been fubdued by 
force. ‘Tears and anguifh perpetually follow the former; re- 
venge and fudden refentment againft the latter will die away, 
and time erafe them from the injured mind.’ 


On Theft and Robbery, we find little more than an expla- 
nation of the laws relating to them, except that property ac- 
quited by éccupancy or otherwife, if loft, is better compen- 
fated for by labour and imprifonment than death, which is a 
profit to no man but the executioner. 

But in regard to forgery, Mr. Dawes has accurately dif- 
tinguifhed that a mere intent to completé.an injury by it, not 
being injurious, is only a mifdemeanor and not.a crime. 

After defcribing forgery, he fays, 
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_ ¥ ‘The real and only crime of forgery, is the making ot alter 
aie writing to the prejudice or injury of another’s property or 
nght, and not the mere making or altering that writing. A man 
may make or alter a writing, and never let it efeape‘him; he 
may exhibit it with intent only to impofe on private Opinion, ) as 
an intellectual fraud... All this is admitted bythe law’; but, fay 
the lawyers, it, is the utterance, or exhibition of it, with intent 
to defraud another of exclufive property, that raifes the crime, 
as much as the fuccefs-of it. If they would fay, it raifes the 
criminal intent, which if interrupted in its full career, would 
only be a mifdemeanour, ‘and not 4 capital crime, they would be 
more logically and truly accurate; but to maintain that’a mere’ 
counterfeit deed, uttered ineffeCtually, is fuch a crime, as much 
fo as if the intent of that counterfeit and utterance were fulfilled, 
is confolidating ‘the ideas of petfeét and imperfect actions, and 
Indifcriminately ‘punifhing them alike ; and alfo men, for what 
they either do or do not, contrary to the fpirit of the law in the 
cafe of murder, the mere intent to cOmmit which is not pu- 
pon at all;’ and contrary to all the laws of nature and 
reafon,’ ; BO -f 


_ Mr. Dawes is of opinion, that imprifonment, labour, con-. 
fifcation, and banifhment, would better.anfwer.the end of 
punifhment ; and that the power and-meafure of it in thefe 
inftances are unqueftionable. He explains himfelf on the prin- 
ciple of neceflity, by which no human actions, when commit- 
ted, can be otherwife than they are. 


¢ It is the connexion of caufe and effect, fays he, the minds 
a and their. actions, that make them what they are and 
will be. 

¢ The bulk of mankind are creatures of habit, and flaves to 
conftituted evil by cuftom, which with them 1s a fecond nature, 
jt is from hence that they fupply the criminal court with bufi- 
nefs, and being generally governed by a depraved confideration 
and judgment, they fall into actions which are morally punifh- 
able. If it be afked, whether a man who did an act yeiterday 
that he difapproves of to-day, cannot avoid doing the like to- 
morrow ; it may be anfwered, that he freely may or may not ; 
—he is at full liberty to do either, and if that determination re- 
main in his mind till the morrow, and he have the fame oppor 
tunity as yefterday, he will aét accordingly and not otherwife 5, 
yet, in both cafes will the ation be inevitable, and as an effect 
immediately be conneéted with its caufe, which is the. determi- 
nation. But how is the determination to. be. rightly directed ?, 
It is always, and in all. cafes, prefumed to be fo.—Experience 
then will render a man virtuous ; it certainly tends to make hita. 
improve his judgment: yet fo ftrong is prefent temptation ‘over 
the weaknefs of a human being, that it drives away intermediate’ 
reflection, revives the determination of yefterday in his mind, 


and changes his refolution of to-day not to determine the like 
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to-morrow ;. but when to-morrow comes, his.volition is thefaime¢, 
and-eh.. necefiarily, but freely, acts as he acted yefterday... Th's 
is liberty and-neceflity, not fate or predeftination, as fome would 
ignorantly have its’ page oA . : 

Our author then takes a view of ‘the criminal laws of Eng- 

land, and lamenting, with fir William Blackftoné, the -difuetude 
of Alfred’s inftitution ‘of decennaries, he ‘obferves, 
...*. So particularya lift OF crimes as the provifions of the Eng- 
lifh laws. are intended to prevent, convinces us, that there are 
few or no conftituted evils, but men will commit in fpite of every 
penalty. There are fome it is impoflible'they fhould not commit, 
and oihers to which they are led by the neglect of the mayi- 
ftrate ; the deftruétion of Alfred’s inftitution of decennaries and 
frank pledge, and the abufe of liberty in a country where the 
ftudy of nature, which abounds with every object of human hap- 
pinefs, is either unthought of, or eftranged from the mind by 
focial, falfe, artificial, and deceptive views; from whence it fol- 
lows, that what the rigorous and impatient hand of man contrives, 
in order to prevent the evils created by man, is fruftrated by 
man’s conttivance, who not being as ftudious in procuring obe- 
dience'to his. own laws, as he is violent in making them, muft 
ever behold them broken by his-fellows,“which makes it indif- 
putably neteffary, ‘that no punifhment for offences of human 
fhape fhould be-inflicted but what is corporal and living.’ 


- To his obfervations upon crimes and punifhments, Mr 

Dawes has added a Difcourfe concerning Religion, in which’ 
he treats of the Deity and Revelation, of Scepticifm: and 
Faith, of Herefy and Toleration, and of Honour, Ambition, 
and Pride. This portion of his work does not appear to be 
fufficiently connected with the treatife which precedes it; and 
it is to be remarked in general, that the religious tenets of 
the author are fcattered too profufeiy through every part of 
his performance. While he deferves commendation for his 
zeal for virtue and induftry, and for the regard he teftifies for. 
the happinefs of mankind, we are forry that we cannot al-. 
ways, adopt, his opinions, either in what has a reference to 
theology, orto criminal jurifprudence. His work is often 
defultory ;:and, m our apprehenfion, he attempts many to- 
pics for which he was not prepared by a mature reflexion, or 
by intenfe fludy. In the texture of his piece he is negligent ; 
his language is generally harfh and inelegant ; and though we 
allow that he has advanced efeful hints, and thoughts that 
méyit attention, yet it cannot be faid, that his book ‘is inti- 
tled to be confidered asa valuable, or an excellent, produc- 
tion. 
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An Effa ” on Defenfive War, and a Conftitutional Militia. 8v0. 
4s. fewed, Evans, Strand. 


VEEN we confider the critical fituation in which the obfti- 

nate determinations of America, and the perfidy of France, 
have placed this nation ; and that, at a very early period of the 
war, a royal proclamation announced the probability of inva- 
fion, it is impoffible not to acknowlege the high importance 
of the fubject of the work now before us. The period is ftilf 
too pregnant with events for England to reft in fecurity ; and 
it is no doubt of the greateft moment and utility, that the 
inhabitants of a country thus circumftanced fhould be provid- 
ed with fome fyftem of defence. In happier days we ‘might 
have been allured with more delight into the flowery paths of 
poetic fancy; we might have been more pleafed to enter on 
fome philofophical refearch ; or to comment on fome improve- 
ment in commercial arts: but now the foldier’s language be- 
comes moft eloquent, while we reflect that fcience unprotected 
muft fink beneath the ravages of war ; that poetry or philo- 
fophy may foften, but cannot prevent, thefe calamities ; and 
that we fhould in vain intereft ourfelves for the advancement 
of arts, if commerce itfelf is to be a prey to conqueft, 

Full of thefe fentiments, it is eafy to conceive the avidity 
with which we entered on this effay, and how deeply we felt 
the difappointment of being led, in a very few pages, intoa 
labyrinth of perverted politics, and to find the old difhes of 
increajing influence and diminifbed refources, ferved up to us, 
when we expected more liberal fare. ‘Tired out by the phi- 
lippics of faétion, this introduction foreboded no very pleafing 
intercourfe with our author. However, the profpe& bright- 
ened as we advanced, till, improving upon acquaintance, we 
derived much information, as well as fatisfaction, from wh at 
promifed fo little of either. 

The work ‘is divided into five parts. The firft of thefe, 
or the preliminary difcourfe, might with very little altera- 
tion, be prefixed to any fa€tious performance on the fide of 
oppofition. After a fhort detail of the natural horror with 
which an invafion is thought of, the author relinquifhes his 
fubjeé, for the fake of entering into what he chufes to call a 





review of the prefent reign ; that is to fay, being enlifted un- — 


der the banners of a party, he fteps forth a volunteer cham- 
pion, and thinks it neceffary to fight their battles with thofe 
of his country. ‘This curious narrative, however, by fome 
accident, breaks off abruptly ; a circumftance, which, at any 


sate, was lucky, and would have been more fortunate if it 
N 3 had 
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had happened fooner, that we might have entered on the {e- 
cond chapter, which contains an Hiftoric View of the Prin- 
ciples of Defenfive War ; calculated to prove, that all great 
invafions have mifcarried, whenever the inhabitants have been 

repared with a fyftem of defence ; and, on the contrary, that 
few have failed: of fuccefs, however confiderable the refources 
of a country might have been, if they were not timely called 
forth and judicicufly employed. We are next prefented with 
a review of the internal arrangements, of England in former pe- 
ricds, extracted chiefly, it feems, from. MSS. in the Mufeum. 
We can pardon in a foldier the not haying difpofed of thefe 
very methodically ; indeed it might have been excufed in any 
one, who had brought fuch interefting materials before the 
public, in the prefent fituation of affairs. Queen Elizabeth’s 
plan is held out as a perfect, model of defenfive operation ; and 
the minutes of her council of war, and privy council, are in- 
ferted, together with a number of curious details contained in 
the inftructions given to her officers and lord lieutenants,.as 
well as in the private letters of her, minifters. It is impoffible 
to fele&t any thing for our readers, where every part is worthy 
their attention. ‘This chapter concludes with a digreffion on 
the itudy of hiftory, which, if not otherwife cenfurable, has 
at leaft no more bufinefs in this work than the political preju- 
dices of the author. 

‘The fucceeding fection contains fome General Ideas of De- 
fence, and the Utility of Affociations ; wherein a plan fimilar 
to what was then adopted is brought more into detail, and 
adapted to the. prefent times.’ The neceflity of having en- 
trenchments, and practifing the different branches of field-for- 
tification, is entered into; but notwithftanding the author is 
reported to have been bred an engineer, he has given us no 
particular conftructions, which would have rendered this part 
of the work much more complete. The bufinefs of affocia- 
tions 1s here entered into, and moft earneftly recommended to 
country gentlemen. Some inflances are drawn from occurrences 
on the weftern eoaft, when the combined fleets vifited it, to 
inculcate the importance of aflociating in time : 

‘ For,’ fays he, .if the yeomanry, the farmers, the hufband- 
men of the country, together with the tradefmen and mechanics 
of great towns, were trained to the ufeful parts of a foldier’s 
employ, which, after all, contain nothing myfterious or intricate, 
our troops might extend their conqueiis on every fide of the 
globe, and this nation remain in pertect fecurity, competent to 
its own defence.’ 


And again, 
« Againf 
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¢ Againft a nation properly and univerfally affociated for. its 
defence, the fhalloweft politician of an hoftile ftate would hardly 
project an invafion. ‘To level an attack immediately at the 
ftrongeft fide is too grofs‘an error for the youngeft foldier ; and 
to land a body of troops in a country like this when arrayed,. 
would be relinquifhing all chance of equal confli€t, with a cer- 
tainty of incurring every poffible military difadvantage, far from 
every fource of fupply for repairing the cafual loffes, or necef- 
fary expenditure of war. Whilft the inhabitants with armies 
ever recruiting, refources ever fpringing, and advantages ever 
increafing, would acquire ftrength and confidence every hour. 
Montefquieu indeed reports-a faying, that ‘¢ the Englith were 
never fo eafy to conquer as at home,” which he qualifies by 
agreeing that it only holds good in the cafe of her being ex- 
haufted by diftant wars ; and thus far it is an oracle to warn us 
againft the dangers of our prefent fituation, and points out the 
urgency of warding the blow, to which our wild heroics.in Ame- 
rica have expofed us. Great Britain, deflitute of allies, kept at 
bay by her own colonies, and affailed by the moft formidable 
confederacy, that ever threatened her dominion, has no army to 
look up to. That continent wherein the active valour of a ‘lar- 
leton has been debafed, hardly admired, never applauded ; 
where Burgoyne with courage and with conduct was difgraced, 
and where ten thoufand gallant undiflinguifhed efforts have been 
configned to perifhable infamy. That fatal continent which not 
the moft delirious fallies of the Swedifh Charles could dream of 
conquering, has facrificed an army, that in defence of this na- 
tion might have braved a world in arms. What then remains 
for our fecurity but to array every citizen and defend ourfelves. 
—Long e’er the art of fubfidizing troops created a military fyf- 
tem ufeful to commercial ftates, which made a merchandize of 
fervice, the nations round bore their own arms, and a man’s 
helmet fitted himfelf alone. ‘Thus our anceftors were their own 
avengers, till civilization united to wealth, introduced a more 
commodious and in moft refpects a better plan ; but if neceffity 
obliges us to revert to antique cuftoms, we fhall confole our. 
felves by the recollection that fuch have been praétifed with 
fuccefs, and need not abandon our hopes while we can ferve 
ourfelves.” 


A chapter on the militia occupies the remainder of the 
‘book, and is the beft eflay we have feen upon the fubjed, 
containing many pertinent obfervations on their inftitution, 
difcipline, drefs, and other regulations, moft of which might 
be ufefully applied even tothe army. The king of Pruffia’s 
practice of fending his troops home in winter, is applauded ; 
and the legality of ever removing the militia very diftant, is 
ftrongly contefted, with a knowlege of law not often found 
N 4 | in 
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4n military men: the expediency alfo of this meafure is no 
lefs controverted. , 


* Knowledge of the country, fays he, is among the firft and 
principal advantages which troops at home poffefs over an enemy. 
‘Fo fhift every militia from its own coaft, and bring ftrangers as 
little acquainted with it as with the coafts of Otaheite, is an in- 
genious contrivance for deitroying this fuperiority, and reducing 
us to act upon terms equally unfavourable.’ 


The bufinefs of parade is treated with that contempt which 
officers of underftanding have ever beftowed on it. 


‘ The greateft fkill in the fmalleft. matters is the characterif- 
tic of modern ta¢tics.?. And, ‘ If the purpofe of the mufket be. 
to fire with precifion and rapidity, might not thefe be practifed at 
a-target, with fome propriety. To be well acquainted with the 
forte and foible of their own coafts ; to judge the natural ftrength 
of pofts, and the artificial modes of augmenting it, are at leaft 
as effential, as to have hats exactly in the fame cock, and queus 
exacily the fame length. But thefe notions are a fort of herefy 
in tactics, where ferious debates have arifen, whether a foldier’s 
legs ought to be all white, or all black, or half of both, although 
neither fignified three ftraws, or anfwered any end, except that 
of exciting difguft in every man of common underitanding. 
Such however, are at prefent, important fubjeéts ; and a war of 
buttons, is carried on with more pertinacity, than any other ob- 
ject of the campaign. _ 

¢ There isa maxim, which might fafely be extended to armies 
in general, but is an incontrovertible axiom when applied to 
militia, this is, that all duty fhould be carried on with the leatt 

offible inconvenience, confiftent with ‘real utility. The mind 
employed in objeéts worthy its attention, will ever give it; but 
long trifled with, it retaliates, and trifles in its turn. So few 
ufeful points are to be obtained in a feries of modern field days, 
that the minute portion of ore 1s hardly worth refining from 
its quantity of drofs, nor do many poffefs the microfcopic eye 
required, to feek it there. _When an independant country gen- 

tleman, ‘relinquifhing his fortune and his eafe, fteps forth to in- 
{pire his tenants with patriotic animation, with what fenfatiors 
can one endure a pett adjutant from the army, whifpering an 
ignoramus colonel, (who conceives difcipline depends upon it) 
that captain Such-a-one wears a feratch wig, when he ought to’ 
appear ina bob, In the name of. wonder, cannot a plain honeit 
Englifhman, difplay the fterling energy of his character, with- 
out having it debafed by foppery, and fophifiicated by conceit ? 
May nota glorious ardor impell a man to ferve his country, al- 
though he poffefs no talents forthe ton. ‘The modith refine- 
ments of polite life, may not have reached the happier village, 
which flourifhed under his paternal magiftracy ; or pee 
tas 
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the unconquerable {pirit of Crefly and Agincourt, has rendered 
the ftern foul of ,fome modern Caraétacus, impervious ‘to ‘their 
penetration, Hampden; and Sidney, were plain men, whofe 
appearance, would now be as unfafhionable as their tenets; and 
even Cromye!l, no bad foldier in his day, would make a pay 
figure at the Horfe-Guards.’ 


Upon the whole, there can be no doubt of this fyfterh of 
defence being judicious, and perhaps, in itfelf, the beft pof- 


fible ; but it will admit of debate, whether an inferior plan, - 


more practicable, might not be preferable. Our obje&tions 
arife from the difficulty of carrying it into execution, as 
the author might have learned from the ftubborn oppofition 
given to the ableft méafures by himfelf, and his friends, that 
it is not eafy to bring a whole nation into one way of thinks 
ing, however the exigencies of the times may call for una- 
-nimity. | 

An Appendix is fubjoined, containing fome of the auste! 
papers referred to, in which the abftra&t of the lord lieute- 
nants certificates for the Welch counties is caft up wrong ; and 
the whole concludes with a compliment to the volunteers of 
Jreland. There is alfo a Preface, which informs us it was 
written in a camp, which may exculpate the author from the 
numerous errors of the prefs, as ‘the language is otherwife 
correct, animated, and nervous, though extremely unequal. 
It is evidently the production of a man of abilities ; and if he 
had contented himfelf with literary or profeffional applaufe, 
it would hardly have been refufed to him. As for his political 
tenets, we fhall only regret that they have been devoted to ' the 
purpofes of a party. 





The Elements of Misitary Arrangement ; comprehending the Ti ace 
tic, Exercife, Manauvres, and Difcipline of the Britifo In- 
fantry. vo. No Publifher’s Name, or Price. 


< T HERE are two great divifions of the military fcience. 
The firft may be termed the art of war; and the fecond 
is diftinguifhed by the appellation of military difcipline. The 
former regards the operations againft an enemy, and refers 
more immediately to the general of an army; the latter has 
a relation to the exercife, the formation, and the government 
of troops. Upon the firft of thefe branches, which is by. far 
the moft important, the prefent work is altogether filent. The 
author confines himfelf to the laft; and it is to be allowed, 
that he enters into defcriptions which are minute and com- 


prehenfive, | 
He 
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»,, He-commences his work with an analyfis of an army, with 
the: ;definition of a battalion, and with an account of the 
peate and war eftablifhment of a regiment. He then points 
ont the rank and duties of the different orders of. men in 
a regiment, from the: field officer to the private foldier. In 
the next place, he treats of the method of affembling a regi- 
ment. for exercife, and of fizing the companies; and after 
having. drawn up troops upon the parade, and having potted 
the companies, he explains the manner of telling off the bat- 
talion, and completing the files; of arranging the officers, 
ferjeants, and drummers ; and of fending for the colours and 
lodging them. Proceeding in his fubje&t, he makes obferva- 
tions upon marching and wheeling; upon the manual and 
platoon exercife ; and upon firings. ‘The manceuvres for a 
company, for a battalion, and of forming columns, are~the 
next objects which attract his attention. He paffes from thefe 
topics to explain the bufinefs.of a review, the incampment of 
infantry, the duty of.a camp, the duty ona march and in 
quarters, and the difcipline and government of a garrifon, 
He then concludes his Treatife with remarks concerning mili- 
tary courts of judicature ; in which he defcribes courts-mar- 
tial, in general, and the conftitution, power, and forms of 
regimental courts-martial, and of garrifon-courts-martial, 

We pretend not to be adepts in the military art; but we 

may be permitted to obferve, that the author of this publi- 
cation feems to be well informed upon the fubjeéts which he 
examines ; and that though he attains not to elegance of ex- 
preflion, he is clear and perfpicuous. To thofe, accordingly, 
to whom his book is more particularly addreffed, it may be 
ufeful. The following extract, from what he has faid concern- 
ing courts-martial, may amufe our readers, and will afford 
them a fpecimen of his manner and ability. . 
-.@ The members of a court-martial are fworn but once, though 
they try feveral ‘different prifoners, as is the cafe with the judges 
in a court of law; but the jurors are fworn on every different 
trial. : 

‘ On the arraignment of a prifoner in a court of law he is 
obliged to hold up his hand at the bar ; which is never practifed 
at a court-thaftial, not even in the moft capital cafes. The 
crite is read by the judge-advocate, and the queftion put, Guilty 
or Not guilty ?' If the prifoner pleads not guilty, the trial goes 
on ; but if’ he ftands mute, ‘or has any matter to plead either in 
abatement-or bar of the'charge, the caufe of his ftanding mute, 
or'the juftnefs of thofe pleas, are firft to be enquired into, 

‘ Whema prifoner ftands mute, the court fhould proceed to 


enquire whether it be ‘* ex vifitatione Dei,” or of malice. When 
7 it 
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it is judged to happen from: the. former caufe, they fhould pro- 
ceed to examine all thé evidences for and againft the prifoner, 
to urge every matter he might offer in his. defence, and giy. 
judgment accordingly.’ If the prifoner ftands . mute of bt, 
or anfers indireétly or impertinently, he is at common law ad. 
judg-d guilty of the crime, and ‘is condemned to fuffer <* peine 
dure et forte ;” which punifhment it fhould féem 4 court-martial 
has alfo power to inflict. : hs Ege ieee Batts St ie 
¢ After a prifoner has pleaded, and put himfelf upon hig trial, 
he cannot be adjudged to. ftand mute from his fubleascht Witecae 
but the trial muft proceed, and the like judgment be given as 


}7,> 


in other cafes. , SR | 

* All witneffes to be examined before the court, whether for 
the king or for the prifoner, muft be {worn in court, in prefence. 
of all the -members. ‘the fame laws of evidence obtain .at 
courts martial as in the ordinary courts of law; the members of 
the court, the profecutor and defendant haye equally a right to 
queftion and crofs-queftion the evidence. . . — 


« It is the practice of courts-martial, as well as of the courts 
of law, to procure two or more witneffés, if they can be hady 
to convict a prifoner—but when mere cannot be found, one po- 
fitive evidence as to faéts, and.indeed {trong prefumptive proof. 
has been deemed fufficient to condemn a ‘criminal, though he 
abfolutely denies the fact alledged againft him, res 

¢ No member of a court-martial can give evidence either for 
or againft a prifoner. » bah 

‘ A prifoner before a court-martial is not allowed to make 
his defence by council, but may. receive notes in.court from 
council, or may, if he thinks proper, deliver his whole defence 
in writing. This indulgence of recurring to notes is likewife 

ranted to the profecutor and to all thé witneffes. ad 

‘ When the prifoner has finifhed his defence, the profecu- 
tor may reply, but muft not introduce any hew matter, but keep 
ftriétly to the crime or crimes expreffed in the charge, to which 
only the prifoner is'to anfwer in his rejoinder. 

¢ The proceedings of a court-martial are to. be conduéted with 
decency and folemnity, and any perfon ufing menacing words, 
figns, or geftures, in prefence of a court-martial actually fitting, 
or caufing any diforder or not, fo as to interrupt the proceed 
ings, 1s liable to be punifhed at the .difcretion of the courte 
martial. 

‘ No proceedings or trials can be carried on, but between the 
hours of eight in the morning, and three in the afternoon, ex+ 
cept'in cafes where an immediate example is required. 


‘ Should any doubt arife during the trial concerning any; 


point of law, the court is to be cleared, that the members, may 


argue and decide upon it, after taking the opinion of the judge- 


advocate, who is expected to be learned .in the law, . 


¢ Whea 
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‘ When the evidence on both fides of the quettion is clofed, 
and the prifoner ,has finifhed his rejoinder, the court muft be 
cleared, in order that ya to the fentence. The 
judge-advocate then fums up the evidence, and puts the queftion 
to the fevéral members, beginning with the youngeit, whether 
the prifonet be guilty or not guilty, If the prifoner be found 

ity, thé court proceeds to Patenes him fuch punifhment. as 
is ordered to be inflicted by the articles of war. 

‘In a fentence of death it is neceflary that at leaft two thirds 
of the members concur ; in inferior punifhments, not extending 
to life or limb, a majority of the members is fufficient. The 
articles of war fometimes point out the exprefs punifhment for 
each Crime, from which the court cannot vary, and fometimes 
it is left to the difcretion of the court: but no court-martial 
can ‘punifh with death, unlefs where directed by the articles 
of war. eg. 

*’Sometimes it will happen that the court are unanimous in 
their opinion, ‘in which cafe the judge-advocate muft not infert 
the word uzanimous in the fentence, as that would be difclofing 
the opinion of every member, contrary to the tenor of his oath. 

¢ The prefident figns the waar, Hat and fentence, which 
are laid before his majefty or the commander in chief that grant- 
ed the warrant for the court to fit, whofe approbation to the fen- 
tence is. neceflary ere it can be putin execution., Should ‘he 
not approve of the fentence, it is in his power to order the court 
to fit again and revife their proceedings; but no, court-martial 
can be ordered to revife their proceedings above once, and even 
then they may adhere to their firft fentence. , 

© Crimes againft military law may be divided into capital and 
ctiminal offences, which correfpond to felonies and -mifde- 
meanours. : 

‘ A prifoner tried for a capital crime may be acquitted of it 
as capital, and yet found guilty in an inferior degree, but can- 
not be found guilty of a crime of a different nature : in that cafe 
the fentence muft exprefly acquit the prifoner of the capital of- 
fence, while he is found guilty of the mifdemeanor. 

‘The prefident and members of a court-martial fhould. be 
cautious that their proceedings be conformable to the eftablifhed 
laws of the realm, unlefs where they are authorized to deviate 
from them. For although there is no appeal from the fentence 
of a general court-martial, yet-any perfon who conceives himfelf 
injured by their decifion, may bring an action for damages againtt 
them in any of the king’s courts at Weftminfter, of whofe power 
over the proceedings of. court-martial there have been) frequent 
inftances: but fhould a. verdict be given .in faveur,of thevde- 
fendants, Or the plantiff be nonfuited, the defendants are te.re- . 
cover their treble cofts. ° 

¢ A copy of the original proceedings of every general court- 
martial is to be fent to the office of judge-advocate-general, 


and there entered ; whence the perfons tried may.demand a copy 
of 
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ef the trial and fentenice, within a certain limited time {fpecified 
by at of parliament. ° 

‘ Courts-martial are not to try teers ‘or (oldiers ‘oe offences 
‘which come, within the jeognizan of the, civil courts, except 
where there are no civil ‘courts of judicature:éftablifhed, as in 
Gibraltar, Minorea,. and other garrifons abroad:: |in which 
all perfons guilty of felonies or mifdemeanours: are. liable« to: be 
tried by a general court-martial, and punifhed with death or — 
penalty.as the-nature of offences may require.’ 


To his ‘Treatife the author has added an Appendix, i in 
which he details the regulations of honours that ate to be paid 
by the. infrantry, by the foot-guards, and by ‘theguatds in 
the different garrifons in America. He alfo “fates the rank 
and, precedence of the. cfficers of the army and navy. He 
then enumerates the ftanding regulations concerning the duty 
and attendance of officers at home and abroad. From this 
{ubjest he proceeds to mention the rules which are obferved 
in the reviewing of regiments in foreign ftations; and’ he 
finifhes his Appendix by exprefling the cuftoms which take 
place with refpect to the rank of officers, and the fale of com- 
miffions, 

From a dedication to the earl of Harringtom, which’s is pre- 
fixed to this performance, we learn that the author is Mr. 
Williamfon. We prefume that he belongs to the profeffion of 
arms ; and he is candid enough to inform his reader, that be- 
fide the inftru€tion he has° derived from experience, he has 
been affifted by the fyftem of Bland, and by the eattage 
major Young, Mr. Adye, and general Faucitt. 





Effay om the Origin and Progrefs of Government. 8a. Ute 
_ Cadell. 


6 cy lively author of this ingenious traé fixes the origin 
of government in the will of God, for the happinefs of 
mankind. ' He confiders the ‘human race as born for inter- 
courfe; and from fcripture and reafon he is convinced, that 
a family is the firft rudiment of fociety. In infancy and youth 
he ftates the authority of the parent as neceflary and abfolute, 
hecaufe in, thefe feafons the child. is, ignorant of good and evil, 
But, when, igrown. up into manhood, he imputes.the habit 
of .obedience.to;the parent to fentiments of hope’ arid fear, 
gratitude and reverence. "This he ‘deferibes as the condition of 
fociety which exifted'in the patriarchal times; and he diverts 
himfelf' with’ fir Robert Filmer, who’ cdntetids that mankind 
gannot be free, becaufe they are born in fubjeGtion to their 
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parents, and becaufe the father’s authority defcending to his 
eldeh fon, is. indefeafible.in, him and. his-reprefentatives. 

Sd lady Filmer, fays‘he; had written a fyftem, fhe would 
Mawr devolved ‘the authdrity upon the eldeft daughter, as the 
suothex’s reprefentative. Cain, however, being his father’s ‘eldeft 
fdng: and having *fine: talents for government, began ‘his reign 
with the murder: of: his ‘only fubje@, his brother Abel.. TI am 
at a lofs in thinking-how fir ehere could reconcile his allegiance 
tq the indefeafible reprefentative of Cain, with his loyalty to 
Charles and James Stuart.” 


Tn the patriarchal focieties, shes author conceives, that there 
seis frequent opportunities for wifdom and indwftry’to 
operate their natural effects. Hence he accounts for diftin@ions 
and) honours,.,In the courfe of time, he fuppofes, that’ di- 
vifions. and difputes. would arife ;, and that battles enfuing, it 
would happen that fome eminent ‘perfon-who had diftinguithed 
hamfelf by congueft, would afflume: the government - of 'thofe 
whom he had humbled by his prowefs. This would give a 
blow to the patriarchal ftate; and.in its turn. this petty do: 
mination would lead to the eftablifhment of a monarchy. ‘Many 
monarchs would {pread themfelves over a country and the 
world, ta,ufe his language, would be divided -between’ chiefs 
who would.vary in their dignity from the rajahs of the Eaf, 
to the Jairds of the Weftern Hlands of Scotland: Smiali mo. 
warchies he characterizes as peculiarly fubjet to jealoufies and 
heart-burnings, and as deficient in the means of repelling an 
invader. Hence he infers that the people would interfere to 
give advice to their petty fovereigns ; and that from the 
ftruggles between popular faction and the kingly prerogative, 
there would be produced extenfive republics, of abfolute mo- 
narchies, according as the vittory would declare itfelf for the 
former or the latter. To the republican mode of govern- 
ment he expreffes a predileGtion; yet he is not infenfible of 
its defects ; and from a deduétion he has given of ancient and 
modern republics, it is tobe gathered, that he founds his opi- 
nions. on the fure bafis of-hiftory. 


¢ By the Grecian and the Roman republics, all the arts and 
fclences that could adorn, inftruét, and protect mankind, and 
alfo policy, legiflation, and morality, were carried to the highett 
perfection which human nature, unfupported by revelation, can 
attain. Ceafe then, ye would-be flaves, to detelt freemen ceafe, 
ye unworthy fcholars, to reproach your mafterse: 

‘ Yet all thefe ftates had fome radical evil or imperfeétion. 
The Phoenician republics were formed for commerce chiefly, 
Sparta for war in narrow limits, Athens not for duration in a 
flare 
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ftate of tuftre, and the Roman republic for: the congueft of the 
world. The -balance-was fo ill adjufted between) the .orders' of 
the Roman ftate, that the weight of: war was always neceflaty-to 
be thrown into one or the other fcale, to,‘ preferve the balaneein 
equilibrio,.and maintain the public tranquility ;. and foreign war 
being at an end, by there being no enemies left, ambition had 
no other food than civil diffenfions, and the fiches and honours 
which feemed to lie common to all, and to which every beld 
fpirit afferted his right, by every means the: moft permicious and 
dettructive to the public tranquillity. sephequ 

‘ Republics are of an elaftic nature: while compreffed, their 
refiftance'is prodigious, and their virtues great ; but a ftate of 
compreffion can only! be comparative felicity and »perfe&tion. 
There is a very great and inherent imperfection in all:republiess 
lf {mall, they want defenfive powers; if larger, tranquillity. 
They may fubfift in miniature, as a nation of hufbandmen, or 
fhepherds, as the Arcadians ; or of commerce, as fome jof the 
petty Grecians, and in later ages, of the Italian republics 5; but 
the fubjects, exclufively of the danger of foreign enemies, necef- 
farily fall fhort of the dignity of human nature: little cares, spre- 
duce little minds. . f 

‘ A great democratical republic, like Carthage in its: latter 
days, is an hideous many-headed monfter :» an ariitocracy (abating 
jealoufy) may have, at times, atorpid tranquillity within; but it 
is eternally on the verge of being overturned: by fome high+ 
minded {pirit, or of being fhattered into a democracy foon:end- 
ing in tyranny. | pig 3 

‘ It is worthy obfervation, that the Venetian nobles, having 
within thefe few years become odious to their fubjedts, were fe- 
duced fo far as to abolifh the council of Ten, whofe care was. to 
watch the conduct of the nobles, and alfo to protect the citizens; 
and have, notwithftanding their ufual jealoufy, appointed ‘three 
heads of the ‘great families, to new-model and fettle the republic, 
which‘we may be fure, they will not think themfelves able,to de 
in oneday. | : 

‘ Progreffion is the natural ftate of all uncompounded repub- 
lics, large enough to defend themfelves. ‘Thus each of them is 
a natural enemy to the reft of mankind, and fails in the -ob- 
fervance of the great command of the (Creator, peate and: good 
willto men. Or elfe they endeavour to enervate and deprave 
the minds and debauch the manners and morals of the, fubjed, 
which is well-known to be the grand engine of governmént at 
Venice, the only great uncompounded republic of thefe‘tinies. 

¢ The Swifs Cantons are the moft perfect known model of a 
great compounded republic, confifting of a number of fmaller re- 
publics ; independent, except as united, by a foederal ‘union, 
for their mutual defence'in war and tranquillity in peace. Thefe 
{tates fhew that the Roman Catholic religion is capabie, in wife 
hands, of being modelted to hberty, even that of a democracy ¢ 
as our neighbouring kingdom of Scotland gives a proof, if - 
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could be thought wantin that the ay terian religion will bear 
at leaft ‘a limited’ ns op ae 
>) * Perhaps the fun fees» few men deh ctiityagedtter liberty, 
with more viftue; and in greater plénty the neceflarics«and con- 
_veniences of life, than the inhabitants of :the: eruneonamn vial 
“tons, ‘who’ are, . for the:moft part; *Papiftse ©»: 92. 
* Sdn many of the darger: cantons; eaidiocrane, sa oepaaiien 
have taken firm hold, and the eafe of .the fubject depends. too 
much upon the patticular virtuerof the .greater: families : and 
<r bs daligles the happinefs .of Switzerland arifes, perhaps, 
ft.asamuchefrom its fituation as its form of government } both 
which, however, feem to agree fo well together, ‘that it may be 2 
doubt, ‘whether the introduction of even the Britith confiitution 
would bean improvement. 
NS ‘Hoiland, perhaps, cannot, of late at leatt, be: dalled a re- 
blic: it is. rather a vaft trading company, "governed by an 
affembly of ‘many directors; over which prefides' :an “hereditary 
ehairman. 
-' © Moft vepihblics aicnifonsdi m-hiftory have waded j in becoming 
amemberscof -a-defpotic smonarchy; which is uncontrouled. au- 
thority im every part ofan ,¢mpire, vefted in, and exercifed by 
a multitude -of flaves without; principle or. knowlege, and ap- 
poiuted mediately or immediately by one perfon, the moft igno- 
rant, the moft profligate, and the moft wretched in the empire. 
The tyrant of a little ftate, may, if he pleafes, not be'a ftranger 
to: his-fubj ects, ‘and may~know whoin totraft ;-andithefe whom 
he has tfufted may be kept under his.eye. The defpdr of a great 
empire, being a ttranger ‘to ‘infinitely the larger partiof- thofe to 
whom ‘his.caprice is a law, governs fubjécts whom héfears, by 
miett whom he hates, and deltroys his own family whouw he ‘botin 
fears and hates. 
4¢ Defporfm,smitigated, is abfolute; monarchy, of whi ‘ch, un- 
xeferved fubmiffion, refpeét, and affection fortlie perfon and fa- 
mily of the,monarch, are the very foul. Extreme’ injury and 
injuftice to individuals are the price which mutt readily arid fre- 
quently be paid for public tranquillity. ‘The chain of obedience 
ch finks* tHe fubject to’ the throne being once, broken,» is 
with sreat' difficulty joitied together. | In France, perhaps the 
ft of abfolute-governments, no lefs virtues and abilities.than 
thofe“of Henry the Fourth were required. to reducethe nation 
to quiet ¥"and for'fifty’years after his death: the, kingdom was 
aloft inceffantls inarms. ‘Charles the Ninth chaving given h's 
te the ¢xaniple of an affaffination, ’ his two immediatestyccef- 
toy died” by the Whtidé of zaffaffirs’ :Let princesewho: wiflftto be 
abfolute, or to govern by any other conftitution than thedinglith, 
reflect that within the laft twenty-five years, an emperor of Ruffia 
was murdered ; three kings, thofe of France, Portugal and Po- 
. land, were wounded by affaffins ; the kings of Spain and Denmark 
have feen the guards and their palaces attacked; and=a queen of 
Denmark—Let them refle&t and tremble.’ se 
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After delivering his fentiments concerning free and abfolute 
flates, the author tketches out.a pictare of the Englith confti- 
tution, in which he adopts the. higheft language of panegyric. 
He affirms that the Englith conftitytion is. calculated for main- 
taining internal tranquillity in the fame degree with an abfo- 
lute monarchy; that to a foreign enemy it is as terrible as a 
republic ; and that it is fitted to excel alike in arms and arts, 
fcience and commerce. We are not difpofed to throw a. fhade 
‘upon a picture fo flattering: yet as the Englith conftitution 
has not of late produced thofe beneficial and fplendid advan- 
tages which are fuppofed to be conneéted with it, the author 
ought not, we imagine, to have waved an inquity into this 
apparent degeneracy, and into the evils which now prefs upon 
us from every quarter. | 

The author deferves commendation for the freedom with 
which he expreffes himfelf. His language is ftrong, and gives 
a faithful impreffion of his mind. He is not, however, intitled 
to the praife of elegance; and he fometimes condefcends to 
be witty in a puny fafhion. In the» following paffage he un. 
expectedly introduces an allufion ‘to an unfortunate lady, 
whofe conne&tion with an unpopular minifter is fufficiently 
underftood. : 2- 

‘ Abfelute monarchy is, in fact, a dominion of ,fayourites, 
and if ftolen in upon us, the future Marlboroughs and Rocking- 
hams, muft take‘care to ftand well in the judgment of the fa- 
vourite’s lacquies; and JBlakes, Anfons, a Howes, muft en- 
- deavour to be in the good graces of the Rays of the board of 

admiralty.’ | 


_ In another part of his performance, after having chaftifed 

the venality of thofe writers of Scotland who are ambitious of 
being the advocates of tyranny, he is merry at the expence of 
the Scottifh nation. 


‘ Much encouragement has been given by adminiftration to 
writers who had no one excellence to recommend them, except 
being born north of the Tweed, and mifreprefenting the patriots 
who tedagh about the revolution, and the very principles of it. 
I hope, however, fome Englifh genius will rife, and, vindicating 
the honour of his forefathers and his country, ufe his utmoften- 
deavours, like another Adhelmus, {mentioned by Gulielmus 
Malmfburiengis) ‘‘ ut perfecti ingenii lima eraderetur, Scabredo 
Scotica.” : | 


Vou. LUI. March, 1782. 
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~ On the Longitude : in a Letter to ‘the Hononrable the Commi fion- 
ers of that Board; containing Remarks on the Accounts giver 
of a Clockat Manheim, and that-of a Pocket C brondmeter’ at 


Greenwich : beth made by Mr. Fobn. —, Ato. 23. 6d. 
Robinfon. , 


TO hold out. a thew of amity cand peace, when the moft vio- 
* lent. hoftilities are fecretly. intended, is a manceuvre fre- 
quently practiféd both in.the:art-military and the art literary ; 
_ and, in each of them, has fometimes been attended with fuc- 

_-cefs, but oftener with mifcarriage and difappointment. 

__ ‘The atthor of the pamphlet before us, fights under. thefe 
~ colours ; and, whilft he profeffes the moft. perfect candour and 
_ Impartiality, attacks the artift, whofe-work he 1s examining, 

_ with the utmoft vigilance, in-every quarter where.he feems to 

be vulnerable. 

But it is not only Mr. Arnold who. is. thus vigoroufly -af- 

faulted, Dr. Mafkelyne, and feveral other chara¢ters, of con- 
fiderable eminence, are. brought .into the action; and though 

' they are, but flightly wounded, are treated with. .a.roughnefs 

and incivility, which, we apprehend, will make them with 
they had been out of the engagement. 

What could lead the author to be fo unmercifully fevere 
upoh Mr. Arnold’s inventions, it will not, perhaps, be very 
eafy to determine. But, be it what it may, a more cool and- 

liberal difcuffion of their merits, would certainly have an- 
~ {wered his purpofe much better, and intitled him‘ to a greater 
fhare of attention and approbation. . When truth alone is con- 
cerned, no invidions and ill-natured ‘confiderations.fhould ever 
take place ; or private anecdotes be brought i in to bias the mind, 
and miflead the judgment.’ 

Amongft feveral other matters of this kind, we are told, in 

| pegy* that about a year or'two ago Mr. Arnold attended as a 

witnefs in Weftminfter-Hall againft breaking the patent for 
Mr. Kentifh’s watches ; and being called on, he began to ex- 
patiate on the moft trivial part, the advantage of the dial- 
plate ‘being ‘decimally divided ; but being checked by the 
court with a queftion to explain what a decimal was, he was 
unable to..give any fatisfattory information, and. withdrew ; 
whiitt Mr. Cumming delivered his evidence with fo much 
clearnefs and found judgment, that it drew the peculiar at- 
tention of lord Mansfield to him; and the court paid fuch de- 
ference to his powerful evidence, that. the patent was broken 
‘on the ftrength of it. This can steave but little doubt how 
well qualified Mr. Arnold muft be in the theory of his bu- 
finefs, and in the decimal computations of the going of his 
chro- 
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chronometers, even to the hundredth ‘part. of a fecond; nor 
do I believe he i is capable of computing the true Prepartiqn: of 
a wheel and pinionfrom an requifite data.’ Te 

Whether this'be true or Pulte, it concerns not the public to 
know; for it is certain that there have’ been’many excellent, 
Al Miles, and even men of real- feience, who ~were: but ill 
qualified to give powerful evidence, in a court-of juftice, 
concerning the niceties’ of mathematical definitions. Mr. Har- 
rifon, whofe great merit, as ‘an artift, is univerfally acknow- 
leged, was, we believe, but little acquainted with mathe- 
matical theories, and yet his'time- keepers were confidered as 
fo ingenious and accurate as to procure him the firft parlia- 
mentary reward of 20,0001. Even Mr. Cumming. himfelf, 
who feems in general to be our author’s favourite, is repre- 
fented by him as no great adept in this bufinefs; for he af- 
ferts ‘ that more than one half of what he (Mr. Cumming) 
has advanced in his ‘treatife on clockwork, is as ufelefs and 
erroneous, as the adopted principles of Mr. Arnold are un- 
promifing.’ 

From thefe, and many other declarations of the “ith nas 
ture, which are indifcriminately levelled at Mr. Arnold, and 
almoft every other artift, who has engaged in this -bufinefs, it 
may be fuppofed that the author is himfelf a competitor. for 
the fecond reward, and has fome machine:of his»own to pro- 
pote, which is more certainly to be depended upom. © Burt this 
{uppofition he has taken care to guard’againit, by the:follow- 
ing caveat. ‘ I with not to detra& from the worth of any 
perfon, and fincerely defire to givé every merit its proper due, 
on whomfoever it may fall. And I pofitiv ely difclaim againft 
myfelf being any working mechanic, or ever being in that 
way, more than fpending a few leifure hours in the art, merely 
for my own amufement, and that without any kind of in- 
ftru¢tion ; fo that it cannot poffibly be fuppofed that I have any 
intereft of my own to ferve. No, ‘truth alone is: the fole ob- 
ject of my wifhes ; nor would my pen have ever fcrawled on 
this topic, had the pamphlet before me been written only 
with an ordinary fhare of modefty and truth.’ 

But notwithftanding thefe pofitive aflertions, with refpe& to 
his having no immediate purpofe of his own to anfwer by this 
publication; it is not impoffible but there might be fome fe- 
condary motives, of not much lefs force, which have had con- 
fiderable influence, upon this occafion. And this isin fome mea- 
fure apparent, from the following fingular manceuvre. After 
declaiming againft the * ignorance and partial prejudices’ of 
Dr. Mafkelyne and Mr.’Arnold, in applying rubies to the pal- 
lets and pivot holes of the {wing- wheel to the clock at Green- 
O32 wick, 
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wich, upon. the principle . of Mr, Graham’s efcapement, he 


afferts © that, a Ymall* {pring ‘clock, wi we a Short pendulum, 
contig of a fingle rod, undivided b fl, and® fteel pallets, 

made to go. equal, if not fuperior to either of the wae 
é ‘Greenwich or Manheim, with all their efteemed i improve; 
ments. And I will venture, fays he, to rifque all the repu-_ 
tation of 'a young watch-maker in executing it; though he-does, 
not’ feem' to have .yet had a fpirit and opportunity’ of ac- — 
quaintitig the world with his talents. If J recolle& right, his" 
name is'Wild,: about No. 30, Frith-ftreet, Soho.” 

The author ‘next proceeds to examine more particularly the: 
prineplés of Mr. Arnold’s chronometers ; and, after condéimn- 
ing almoft ¢very'one of them, attacks, with equal feverity, © 
his method of‘eftimating their rate of going, and the rife ‘and>: 
fall of the’ barometer:and thermometer. But, in this part of’ 
his work he has evidently miftaken the fubjeét ; for his'‘ob-”: 
jections do not ‘more affe& Mr. Arnold ‘than all other obfervers 
whatever; who make ‘ufe of the well-known method of taking 
the mean-of' a number of obfervations as the true tadurbesis ‘Or >! 
ftandard ‘iteafure; byiwhich they are all to beéftimated. > ©» 

In-alf thefe ‘cafes it is-fuppofed there are certain tits be= > ’ 
tween? Which RM-the effors may fall ; and that there is nothing ©” 
in the nature or conftruction of the inftrument, whereby they 
are ‘tiade: ‘to téfnd ‘thefame way ; but that the chances fot 
their happening: “in excels ‘or defe&t, are: either atten ‘or 
nearly the fame: + 

His example,’ chereliine) of a peta: going from London tor 
York; by @ very irregular mode of travelling; is nothing’ to: 
the purpofe ; ‘becaufe-the ‘number of ‘miles he goes each days: | 
is a matter of choice, and not of chance, ‘and is no way.ap- 
plicable’ to’ a watch,‘‘or. any other mechanical contrivance, 
Mr. T. Simpfon, in “his'°Mifcellaneous Traéts, has fet this 
matter in the'cleareft'light ;- and to this excellent treatife we 
would refer’ ‘the aaa for a farther confideration of the ©. 
fubje&: - 

After af}; “it nat be ‘eonfelted that this writer is. not defti-° 
tute of acutenefs and penetration; and, there are feveral things, 
in different parts of “his “pamphlet, which’ deferve fome cons. + 
fideration|-Hehias® taken matty ‘liberties’ with an artiftewho 
has long’ ftood high ia the-opinion of; the public; whil, at» 
the fame ‘tithe; he’ ‘délareshe' Nasi noowith toGnjure himioin >> 
his profeflion.’ (How thefe two: contradiftory “circumftances 
can be reconciled, muft be left to the parties erica to? «. 
determina tito: 9? etd 03 bet S400 ‘I dimom wou 943 to. Ms}auos od J 

% ben oH—.egid 9k bau yiov s-19bas 30 dium ban ei 
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Eletion Cafes, deter tained during the fr spt of thé fifteenth 
Parliament of Great Britain, by Ge ommittecs ‘f the | oufe, of 
Commons, appointed by Virtue of Stat.10 act Ie ported 


by John Phils Lipps, Barrifier of the Innér aot Val, he 
8v0. 55. boards, Cadell. 


SIN CE the determination of controverted elections. has 


been eftablithed-upon.a more judicial bafis than.formerly, 


an accurate recital.of fuch cafes cannot fail,of, proving ,ex- 


tremely ufeful,- both to. the. gentlemen, of the. law, vand to . 


thofe who are of the committee. A. colle&ion, of.this kind 
was publifhed a few years ago by Mr. Douglas; and that gen- 
tleman having declined the farther profecution of controverted 
eleftions, we are glad to fee the fubje& continued; by,one of 


the fame profeflion, and who is fo well-qualified for the un- : 


dertaking.as. Mr. Philipps appears to be, 

The, firft, of thefe cafes is that of the eletion, for Ayrthire s ; 
in which; the fitting member was major Montgomery,.-and the 
petitioner, fir Adam Fergufon, in whofe, fayour, the, conteft 
was decided... In this cafe. occur .feveral.,particulars.relative 
to the! municipal laws of. Scotland; which, though new; to.an 
Englifh counfel, are recited by Mr. mniligs with) great al 
{picuity and precifion, 40 stuten 

The fecond cafe’ is ‘that of the beneaabuot hodhars, bs for 
which , the fitting, members were fir Patrick Blake, and, Mr. 
Crefpigny ; and the petitioner fir James Marriott... \In/ this 
cafe,; the.counfel. for the.petitioner propofed.to,difqualify. fe- 
veral. perfons on different-accounts ;, firft, for having received 
charities; called-Cole’s. and King’s, charities; for having re- 
ceived parith-relief before and. after the eletion, but, not with- 
in twelyemonths preceding the. election ; for being, felons con- 
vict 3 for being admitted .to- the! freedom -without, title; for 
being, infants; and for having received. parith-alms: within 
the year... In the recital of :this .controverfy, .we).meet.with 
ingenious reafoning, between the counfel on the oppofite 
fides, concerning the propriety of allowing thofe, who-have 
received, parifh-alms to vote at, elegtions, ;, but at aPpenits that, 
upon this-point, the committee came.to.ng,refglytio: 

One.of ‘the queftions agitated in..this. cafe was, tw i a 
perfon who had laid-a wager of about forty, pounds, jon, the 
event ofthe petition, was.competent,to- give evidence .in, the 
caufe?, "The fellewing were: the B agEmnen ules by the, coun{e 

on this octafiond lite 

* The counfel for the iin snclieed objeéted to his afianios 
¢¢ as his mind muft be under a very undue bias. —He had wa- 
gered a'fuim of money that muft be very confiderable to a perfon 
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in his fituation ;* and both the election and wager might depend 

upon his teftimony.— his is a very different cafe from that of - 
a perfon who. is a ftrahger, or who has no immediate concern 

with the election, and who happens 'to-lay a-furm of money upon 

the event of the petition; ata time when he, had no apprehen- 

fions that his teflimony would be required.—The witnefs is a 

voter, and an active friend of the petitioner; he is refident in 

Sudbury, and muft have known that he was to give evidence. 

This is alfo very different from the cafe of a perfon who ftakes a 
futn of money with a view of rendering himlelf iticompetent to 
give evidence.—This objection was made in the Gionicefterthire 
cafe, and the-committee were of opinion that it was good; but 
the parties forefeeing that much inconvenience might arife from 
it to both fides, agreed to wave it.” : 

‘ The ¢ounfel on the other fide contended, ‘‘ that. the objec-. 
tion had no weight :—that it had been frequently made in the 
courts below, but without effecét.—It was urged in chief juftice 
Ho!t’s time ; but he over-ruled it, upon this folid principle, 
«¢ That a perfon doing wrong himfelf fhall not injure an imno-. 
cent man, by depriving him of the benefit-of his teftimony.” 
It may be very-improper for witneffes to lay wagers: the pré- 
fent wager may be improper, but what has the petitioner to do 
with it ? if fuch obje€tions were countenanced, it would open a 
door to collufion and fraud ; unwary perfons would, unftrfpect- 
ingly, be entrapped to lay wagers, and difhoneft men would lay 
wagers, to be rendered incompetent to give their teftimony.”_ 


The committee refolved, that the witnefs fhould give evi- 
dence. 7 

The next recited, is the cafe of the borough of Milborne- 
Port, in the county of Somerfet. The fitting members were 
Mr. Medlycott, and. Mr. Townfon ; and. the petitioner, Mr. 
Temple Luttrell ; but the ele€tion was determined in favour 
of the two firft. 

The laft cafe mentioned in this volume is that of the bo- 
rough of Lyme-Regis, in the county of Dorfet. The fitting 
members were Mr. Fane and Mr. Michel ; and the petitioners, 
Mr. Harford and Mr. Darell. The ground of the petition 
was, that the precept for the eleCtion was delivered by the 
fheriff of the county of Dorfet, to Mr. Coade, then mayor 
of Lyme, and returning officer: that the petitioners had a 
majority of legal votes, and were declared, and returned, by 
Mr. Coade, as duly ele&ted: but that the fheriff had thought 
proper to annex to the precept another return, made by fome 
perfon who had no right fo to do; by which Meff. Fane and 
Michel. were detlared duly elefted. This cafe was, by the 
committee, determined in favour of the fitting members. 

As there occur in thefe feveral cafes many points of law, 
relative to the privilege of voting, a collection of this kind 
muft 
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muft greatly facilitate the determination of fimilar cafes ;_ 
and that the prefent may have that effet, Mr. Philipps appears ’ 
to have endeavoured, through the whole, with the moft laud- ” 


able attention, 











Sacred Dramas: chiefly intended for ‘young Pirfont > *the Subje&s 
taken from the Bible. To which is added, ‘Senfibility, a ew, 
8v0. 5s. Cadell. ° | 


]N an age when-wit, genius, and learning, too often con- 
{pire to promote the caufe of fafhionable. folly, vice, and 
infidelity, we are happy to find an advocate for vartue,* and 
religion, poffefled of acknowledged merit and abilities, ftep- 
ping forth to adorn facred ‘truths, and recommend to tender 
and flexible minds the ftudy and admiration of holy writ. ‘The 
Dramas here exhibited by the amiable Mifs More, are ex- 
tremely well calculated to anfwer this laudable purpofe, and 
fo well executed, as, whilft they give us the higheft opinion of 
her as a good and pious Chriftian, by no means degrade or 
difgrace her as‘a writer anda poet. The language of Scrip- 
ture is, in genera], (as in the courfe of our critical, labours 
we have had frequent occafion to remark) too fublime to re- 
ceive any additional beauties from any modern paraphrafe, or 
elucidation ; our author has therefore, with uncommon judg- 
ment and-fagacity, felefted from the faered’ writings fome of 
thofe paflages and narrations which are moft fufceptible of 
ornament and illuftration, and given a dramatic turn to fuch 
hiftories as feemed moft proper to awaken attention. ‘The 
‘fubjects which fhe has chofen are Mofes in the Bullruthes, Da- 
vid and Goliath, Belfhazzar, Daniel, and Hezekiah ; in every 
one of thefe the incidents are related with fimplicity; the 
verfes are harmonious, and the characters well delineated and 
fuftained. Mifs More, fenfible that fhe food on holy ground, 
has proceeded with becoming care and caution; and, as fhe 
informs us in her ‘preface, feldom ventured to introduce 
any perfons of her own creation ; the very terms of att- and 
fcene are purpofely avoided, becaufe fhe was unwilling to 
call the attention of the reader to her deficiencies in critical 
exactnefs. With regard to this point, our modeft author has, 
perhaps, carried her diffidence too far, as the regular divifion 
of thefe facred dramas into a¢ts and fcenes, would have height- 
ened their beauty and propriety, and, at the fame time, have 
rendered this agreeable mode of initruction more attractive : 
as they ftand, however, at prefent, they are extremely pleaf- 
ing and pathetic. — The following extra& from the Intro- 
duction to this work, may fufficiently convince our readers, 
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that Mifs More is perfettly adequate to, the tafk fhe.has un- 
dertaken. ee 1 U0 ve 











ree 0 Jk FG MAUED 510.1063 2s bliw wi 
That heav’n-defeéhded fong thov’d ¢’er forget... {3 
Its facred dignity and high defcent ; | 
| Shou’d e’er fo far its origin debafe, 
To {pread corruption’s bane, to lull the bad mt 
With flattery’s opiate {train ; to taint the heart 
Cf innocence, and filently infufe 
Delicious poifon, whofe infidious charm 
Feeds the fick mind, and fondly minifters 
Unwholefome pleafure to the fever’d tafte ; 
While its’ fell venom, with malignant pow’r, 
Strikes at the root of virtue, with’ring all : ! 
Her vital energy. Oh! for fome balm. . ah. wo" 
Of fov’reign pow’r to raife the drooping mufe 
To all the health of virtue! to infufe 
A gen’rous warmth, to roufe an holy pride, 
And give her high conceptions of herfelf ! 
‘ For me, eternal Spirit! let thy word 
My path illume! O thou compaffionate God ! 
Thou know’ft our frame, thou know’ft we are but duft. 
From duft a‘feraph’s zeal thou wilt not afk, i 
An angel’s purity, Oh! as I ftrive, : 
Tho’ with # feeble voice and flagging wing, | 
A glowing heart, but pow’rlefs hand, to tell 
The faith of favour’d. man to heav’n; to trace 
The ways infcrutable of heav’n to man; 
May I, by thy celeftial guidance led, 
Fix deeper in my heart the truths I fing |’ 

Thefe lines breathe a fpirit of piety and devotion, expreffed 
jn elegant and harmonious numbers... The ftory of Mofes in 
the Bulrufhes abounds- in incidents that are interefting and 
pathetic, which. Mifs -More has managed with peculiar ad- 
drefs. The following conclufion of that fubje& is truly.dra- | 
matic, where the difcovery is‘made by Mofes’s mother of her 
_ child being taken: into the houfe of Pharaoh. 





“6 Eater Fochébed. 
¢ I’ve almoft reach’d the place—with cautious fteps 
I muft approach to where the .ark,is laid, ) 
Left from the royal gardens any. {fpy. me. 


—Poor babe! e’er this the preifing calls of hunger. : 

Have broke thy fhort repofe ;, the chilling waves. 5) > 
Perhaps, have drench’d thy little ‘fhiv’ring limbs,; - 
What—what mutt he have fuffer’d !— No one fees me3- » 
But foft, does no one liften?—Ah! how hard,,.... 55: 
How very hard for fondnefs to be? | enero ey 
Now is the moment, to embrace atid feed him. [She -_ out, 
i ere’s 
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Where’s Miriam? fhe has ‘left'her little charge, 
Perhaps through fear, perhaps the was detested. 
How wild is thought ! how terrible eonje@ture ! . 
A mother’s fondnefs frames a thoufand fears, | 
And fhapes unreal evils into being. = 

(Shi Tools tetuarde the river. 
Ah me! where is he ? foul-diftraéting fight ! 2 
He is not therehe’s loft, he’s gone, he’s drown’d! ... .. -- 
Tofs’d by each beating furge iny infant floats ; ee | 
Cold, cold and wat’ry is thy grave, my child! | » .5, .4557 
O no—I fee the ark—Tranfporting fight ! : r 

[ She goes towards jt, 5 aN 

What do I fee ? Alas, the ark is empty ! © igual ae” 
The cafket’s left, the precious gem is gone! 9 ST 
You fpar’d him, pitying’fpirits of the deep ! Sent 10 
But vain your merey ; fome infatiate beaft, | ow 
Cruel as Pharaoh, took the life you fpar’d— atte: 
And. I fhall never, never fee him more! _~ Tey 


7 


? ; 
1 Ved 


* Enter Miriam. © © Dare 
Foc. Come, and lament with me'thy brother’s dofg!.¢ jo. 
Mir. Come, and adore with me the God of Jacob fib mov? 
Foc. Miriam—the child is dead! 


rigg @a9Ro8 2A 

Mir. | . He lives, he livés foi) ‘od T 

Foc. Impoffible : Oh !"do not mock my. grief! oniwoiv A 
See’ft thou that empty veffel ? a i ead 

Mir. 3 ~ From that veffel , eh i hl 
Th’ Egyptian princefs took him. et Tete ded 
a ___. 4 Pharaoh’s daughter ?; j..9 5 > 
Then {till he will be flain. | 

Mir... -. _ His‘ life is fafe, 


For know, fhe means to rear him as her own, 
Joc. To God the Lord, the glory be aferib’d'! 
| [Falls on her kucesin rapture. 
Oh magnified for ever be. thy might, . t of 
Who can’ft plant mercy in a Heathen’s heart, yu 
And from the depth of evil bring forth good! , [She rifese... 
Mir. .O bleft event, beyond our warmeft hopes ! | 
Foc. What! fhall my fon be nurtur’d in.a court, 
In princely grandeur bred ? taught every art, . 
And every wond’rous -fcience Egypt knows? 
Yet ah; I tremble, Miriam; fhou’d he learn, 
With Egypt’s polifh’d arts, her baneful faith ! 
O worfe exchangé for death ! Yes, ‘fhou’d he learn 
In yon’ proud palace 'to difown 4is hand: . . | 
Who thus has fav’d him : ‘fhou’d he ’er embrace, 
(As fure he will, if bred’ in Pharaoh’s court) 
The grofs idolatries which Egypt owns,» _) | 
Her graven images, her brutifh gods; 
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Then fhall I withthe had.not been prefery’d, 

To fhame his fathers, and deny his faith. ? 
Mir. Then, to difpel thy fears, and crown thy joy, 

Hear farther wonders—-Know, the gen’rous princefs 

To thy own care thy darling child commits. 


Foc. Speak, while. my Joy will give me leave to liften! 
n’d, 


Mir. By her commiffio thou behold’ me here, 
To feek a matron of the: Hebrew race | 
To nurfe him; thou, my mother, art that. matron.— 
I faid, I knew thee well; that thou would’ft rear him 
Ev’n with a mother’s fondnefs ; fhe who bare him 
(I.told the princefs) could not Jove him more. 

‘Joc. Fountain of mercy! whofe pervading eye 
Beholds the heart, and fees what pafles there, 

Accept my thoughts for thanks! I have no words— 
How poor were human language to exprefs 
My gratitude, my wonder, and my joy ! 

Mir, Yes, thou fhalt pour into his infant mind 
The pureft precepts of the, pureft faith. 

Foc. O! I will fill his tender foul with virtue, 
And warm his bofom with devotion’s flame! 

Aid me, celeftial fpirit ! with thy grace, 
And be my labours with thy influence crown’d : 


Without it they were vain. . Then, then, my Miriam, 


~ When he is furnifh’d, ’gainft the evil day, 

With God’s whole armour, girt with facred truth, 

And as a breaft-plate, wearing righteoufnefs, 

Arm’d with the fpirit of God, the fhield of faith, 

And with the helmet of falvation crown’d, 

Jnur’d to watching and difpos’d to pray’r ; 

Then may I fend him to a dangerous court, 

And fafely truft him in a perilous world, 

Too full of tempting {nares and fond delufions ! 
Mir..May bounteous heav’n thy pious cares reward ! 


joc. O Amram! O my hufband! when thou com’it, 


‘Wearied at night, to reft thee from the toils 
Impos’d by haughty Pharaoh; what.a tale 
Have I to tell thee ! yes—thy darling fon 
Was loft, and is reftor’d ; was dead, and lives! 
Mir. How joyful fhall we fpend the live-long night 
In praifes to Jehovah; who thus mocks 
All human forefight, and converts the means 
_ Of feeming ruin into great deliverance ! 


Joc. Had not my child been doom’d to fuch flrange perils, 


As a fond mother trembles to recall; 
‘He had not been preferv’d. 
Mir, And mark fill farther :. 
, Had he been fav’d by any other hand, 
He had been ftill expos’d to equal ruin. 
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Foc. Then let us join to blefs the han of heaven, 
“That this poor outcaft' of the‘ houfe of -f 
Cotidein’d to die by Pharaoh,’ kept’ in waite 
~~ By my advent’rous fondnefs ; rather ek ed SW: 
Ev’n by that very fondnefs which preferv’dihim, © 
Js now, ‘to fill the: wondrous round of mercy; | 
Preferv’d from perifhing by Pharaoh’s daughter, _, 
Sav'd by, the very hand-which fought to cruth, him | 
Wite and unfearchable, are all thy, ways, . 
Thou God. of mercies !—lead me to my child 


David and Goliah, though rather,an. unpleafing fubjeét, is 
well'managed, particularly with regard to) 'the fimplicity. of, 
David’s paftoral character, an the beginning of.it, which is} 
well fupported : this..dramais, however, too long: the Bel- 
fhazzarcis well written throughout, and the fpeech of Dasiel, 
at the clofe of it, remarkably beautiful : : 


‘ Well have you borne affliction, then of Judah 
Well have fuftain’d your portion of diftrefes 
And, unrepining, drank the bitter dregs — 
a ae adverfe fortune ! Happier days await you. 
O guard againft the perils of fuccefs ! 
Profperity “diffolves the yielding foul, 
And the bright fun of fhining fortune melts, 
The firmeft virtue down. Bew are, my friends, 
Be greatly cautious of profperity ! 
Defend your fliding ‘hearts ; and, trembling,. think 
- How thofe who buffeted affiction’s waves ° 
With viy’rous:virtue, funk in’ pleafure’s calm, 
He, who of fpecial grace had been allow’d 
To rear the hallow’d fane to Ifrael’s God, 
By wealth corrupted, and by eafe debauch’d, 
Forfock the Ged to whom he rais’d the fae. 
And, funk in fenfual flath, confum’d his days, 
In vile idolatrous rites ! ‘Nor think, my fons, 
That virtue in fequefter’d folitude 
Is always found. Within the inmoft foul 
The hidden tempter lurks ; nor lefs betrays, 
In the ftill, feeming fafety of retreat, 
Than where the treach’rous world delufive fmiles, 
Who thinks himfelf fecure is half undone ; 
For fin, unwatch’d, ,may reach the fanétuary : 
No place preferves us from it. Righteous Lot 
Stemm’d the ftrong current of corruption’s tide, 
Ev’n in polluted Sodom ; fafe he liv’d, 
While circum{fpective Virtue’s watchful eye 
Was anxioufly awake: but in the fhade, 
Far from the threat’ning perils which alarm 
With vifible. temptation, fecret fin 
Enfnar’d him; in fecurity he fell.’ 





Daniel, 
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Daniel, with,,,the, ‘slabtamiatm, ching. Hezekiah, contains 
many, paflages jwhich would oot difgrace fome of ‘our: beft 
writers ;, but we -wallsnotbanticipate: the’ pleafure' ‘which our 
readers muft feel in the perufal of this'excellent performance. 

We fee no reafon; why im‘an enlightened age, which feems 
fond of every improvement, ' we fhowld not enrich our ftage by 
adopting. as the French have long’ fincé' ‘done; the sacrep 
DRAMA, which, with the advantage of good performers, drefs, 
{cenery, and choruffes well adapted, might form a new fpe- 
cies. of entertainment, much more rational than the prefent dull 
exhibition of oratorios ; they might at leaft be produced: in 
Lent with much more propriety than Alexander’s Featt,. Acis 
and Galatea, &c. which, for what reafon we know not, are. . 
annually produced at the theatre. in this folemn feafon. An 
innovation of this kind,:we are ready to acknowlege, would 
require proper perfons to regulate and fupervife the whole ; 
and 'to fuch ‘ingenious and fenfible dramatiits as  Mifs More, we 
might nity oust their execution. 
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1s" Meh deed to Yo oung Married Women. By Mrs. Griffith. 
" - Sin@ll Bvo. 23. 6d. Jewed. «Cadell. 


RS. Guiftth, the author of thefe Effays, is’a herions; in- 
 fwuctive; cand refpe&table: writer ; and though fhe has 

Sot hat brilliancy of ftyle, and’ warmth of imagination, which 
fomé of ‘her female ‘rivals in literature feem to, poffefs, gene- 
rally makes her readers ample amends by her ftrenuoys endea- 
vours’ to fapport the caufe. of truth and virtue, and to inftil 
into. the minds of her young country-women that love of de- 
cency, and regard | to moral charaéter, which alone can fecure 
univerfal efteem and approbation. . In the performance before 
us, fhe. gives fome very fenfible and judicious advice to young 
married women, under the feveral heads of Religion, Conjugal 
Affegtion, Pemper, .Neatnefs, Domeftic Amufement, Friend- 
fhip;°Paventaloand F ilial. AffeQion, and Oeconomy ; ander 
eachoof thefé articles, which are of the higheft confequence in 
the mattied fave; we meet with many excellent obfervations 
founded on'good fenfe and experience ; ; as will appear from 
the followirig’ fhort {pecimen of our ingenious author’s ftyle 


and manner. 


od DOMESTIC AMUSEMENT. 
‘ Variety i #8} in genefal, ‘the very effence of amufement.. How 
then i8it pofible'to fix ‘an'idea which exits but in:change? or 
how defiie’a term,’ the meaning of which may be inderffdcd fo 


differentty ae —_ ‘perfons? 
7 oe 
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© Yeecftill every himan min@ requires’ relaxation, ‘and atriife- 
ment {willbe fought, and fhouldobe found, by perfons' of every” 
condition: imi fes: : hole whom Providence! ‘has placed ‘in ele= ’ 


vated. fituations.of rank.or-fortgne, {have undoubtedly an infinke 


advantage over their jnferiors,' im this; avticles;as a proper and 
liberal education, muft have.afforded, them an,carly tafe for two 
of the moft elezant ie that can.be.enjoyed, namely, 
reading and mufic, Whoever has, felt the charms of thefe de-. 
lightful avocations, will never be fubject to that miferable com-. 
plaint ‘called ennui, nor Jament the want of company or employ-. 


ment’ for'a few houts ‘in any part of a fhort day, for fuch the 


longeft-will feem to thofe who can fo well employ it. 


« ‘Drawing and painting are alfo delightful tefources ‘to thofé t 
whom favouring:genius has’ led to fuch {weet arts ; but talents for "’ 
thefe are rare; and thofe who.are fo peculiarly gifted, fhould ‘be °» 


particularly-grateful for fuch rare endowments. 


* But, befides thefe. 
there are. fijll any infinite. number’ of minor refources,| »which 


may afford us occupations fufficient to combat the;tedioufnels, of | .. 


life, even fuppofing it to be paffed in folitude. The gteat va- 
riety of needle-works, which the ingenious women of other cotin- 


tries, as well asof our own, have. invented, will fyurnith ys Wit 1% 
conftant‘and amufing employment ; and. though our, labours of © 


the loom may not equal 2 Minerva’s, or an Aylefbury’s, yet if 


they unbend the mind by fixing sts:atrention on the’ progtefs of f 


any elegant op jupitative.art, they aniwer the purpofe of, domeftic 
amufement ;, and when, the higher, duties of our fituation do wot 
call forth eur_exertion, we may feel ‘the fatisfaction of knowing 
that we are, at leaft, innocently employed. 
While under the influence of this calm fentiment, we that. 
be lefs'apt’to rufh into the torrent of diffipation, where conjugal 


happine{s is tod fréquently loft, or, at leaft, endangered, by the 
poifonous' gales of flattery, which, though ‘breathed from cox- 
combs whom we may in our hearts defpife, will in ‘fome fort ten- “+ 


der us defpicable'; for no woman liftens to adulation Whoft vanity 
as not flattered bycat, , now b 


_ © Byt.there: js, fall another danger, from>which«conftant and’ 
Innocent, amufement may help to preferve.tis; Tmean the de, | 


ftructive vortex of a gaming-table, where.every foft and feminine; 


grace 1s fwallowed,up by avarice; where,our,internal.peace;mukt . 
neceflarily be deftroyed by the anxious :folicitude of hope aod... 


fear, Which, cah’ only terminate in the moft painful of 


ings fo‘dh ifgenuous mind, the confcioufnefs of having volun- ,* 


tarily erred 


‘ As the worldAs atyprefent) conftituted,! it is‘alinoft ores 


for any perfon, who mixes. with it to avoid plays, and cards asa » 


mere amufement, may fometimes ‘be deemed an‘ innagent one. 


Converfation. is not to be a eh vin, Jarge.and mixed compar . ,, 
idered as an.upiverfal levellen, may, 


. Oi lagi , —¢- 
nies ;~and a card-table, con 
have its ufe, by placing the weak and timid on a par with the 
mof 


inex hauftible funds of rational amufement, ” 
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mot firey and overbearing. Butin order to render play what 
it thould) bejoancamafement merely, a line muft bé drawa,by the 
ore ftances: of ‘each: individual, with regard to the’ expence:: 
hos What's in the captain but a.choleric word,; . 
Isiin the foldier downright blafphemy.” 

There Can be, therefore, but one general rule devifed; which 
is, never to. play for more than you ‘catr afford to lofe, without 
breaking in'‘upon the neceflary claims of your family, your 
drefs,. or your eharities. I’ fhall only add, that ‘thofe who en- 
gage at play on any other terms than what T have mentioned, 
will foon difcoyer that they have exchanged their down for 
thorns; and Will, perhaps, too late remember the juft picture 
which Mr. Pope has drawn of thofe unhappy female beings, who 
pafs, not fpend, a life of idlenefs and diffipation. 


‘¢> Mark: how. the world its veterans rewards, 
‘>; A youth. of frolic, anold age of cards ; - 
. 2 Fair to.no purpofe, artful to a0 end, 
Young without lovers, old without a friend, &c.” 


There is, we think, but one effential and uncommon fault 
inthis book: It is too fmall: we could have wifhed Mrs..- 
Griffith had eniered more fully into, and confidered more 
minutely, the feveral neceflary ingredients for domeftic fe- 
licity. In many of them ‘the fubje& is but juft opened 
and explained before, without fufficient illuftration, it is 
fuddenly dropped, and we are left to guefs the conclufion. 
The writer, perhaps, meant that from every difh we fhould 
rife with an appetite; but fhe fhould, at the fame time, have 
remembered, that without a certain neceflary quantity of pro- 
vifion, the. ftomach is rather tantalized than fatisfied; and 
that, as her favourite poet has obferved, 


‘ The worft avarice is that of /enfe.’ 





———— 


Tj -avelling Anecdotes through various Parts of Europe. In T-we 
Volumes. Vol. I. 8vo. 6s. boards. Dodfley. ‘ 


a author of thefe Anecdotes'informs us, in his preface, 
| that they were written merely ‘ to amufe the reader ;? and 
if amufement could be diffufed through a whole work, he could 
“not have given'it a better recommendation: but to this merit 
_the piece before us-has little pretenfion, though fome parts of 

it are not unentertaining ; the whole, however, is little more 
than a colleétion of uninterefting ftories, dry moral reflections, 
and laboured ‘defcription, written apparently in imitation of 
-’Triftram Shandy ; which the author, notwithftanding, warmly 


difavows. 
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a 6 hiewing part of this work, Says “he, to a friend—an 
imitation of Sterne was buzzed in my ear. I deny the charfe 
—and as I difclaim all endeavours to imitate; fo, I hope, the 


public will fee no reafon to. accufe mé of ftealing from his inji- 


mitable work.’ 

In oppofition to this affertion, we will give our readers 
the firft ftory that occurs. 

The author fets out in a diligence with two Carmelite nuns, 
and. part of his converfation with them is as follows. 

¢ Ah! ah! ah!—Monfieur il parle du cceur repondés done 
la Briole—And La Briole would-have anfwered, but the fighed. 

‘ La Fauvette ftole her veil afide to look at me—La Briole 


“looked on the ground, —Eh bien mes dames! eft-il vrai que 


vos cceurs n’ont jamais parlé ?—La Briole gave a half-checked 
figh, and I repented of my indelicate queftion. 
‘ You believe then, fays La Fauvette, we have no virtue ?— 

I believe you have patience to fuffer a great deal.—I was once 
young, and I thought myfelf pretty, continued fhe.—Thén 
you made a great facrifice to the rigid forms of yourconvent. 
(—tLa Fauvette had the outline of fomething to’ admire—) 
But, fays fhe, the facrifice has “agate me happinefs immea- 
furable—Which, I fuppofe, could not-have been attained, if 


_ you -had beftowed your prettinefs to a better ufe ?—To a bet- 


ter ule? that could never be, faid La Fauvette.—Then I pre- 


fume I may conclude from your argument, that God gave you © 


charms, and you have fuffered thofe chaenis to decay, for no 
other purpofe but to prove your virtue in fhunning the very 
end of your creation ?—I was created ‘to adore le bon Dieu & 


da fainte Vierge,—If all women were to dedicate’ their lives to 


no other purpofe than fuch a godly one as yours, ma fainte 
Seur, God .muf find fome other methods of creating virgins'to 


- fupply the hoiy Carmelite. order. 


‘ Monfiéur -n’eft pas fait pour étre Francois, . Ak ‘fidonc t —_ 
Monfieur eft Anglois. 

‘ As tu ma ciaeh Sceur j jamais oui parler uy. fi grand pé- 
cheur? La bonne Sceur fhook her head, and croffed herfelf. 

‘The pavé tells us we are at Lilliers ; and now, mes faintes 
Sceurs, if you do not refufe to touch the hand of un- Anglois 
heretique; a hand that has never-been before extended for 


_ the fervice of fuch purity, I now prefent it for your aid—'The 
door of the diligence is high.—I would not fall fora kingdom, 


cried La Fauvette—Not for the kingdom of heaven ?—'Though 


there was no.$reat wit in my repartee, yet I found it had en- 


gaged La Fauvette to look on me, and, if I was not miftaken, 
to think of me with a certain douceur of opinion, “Before*fhe 
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let go my hand, the fqueezed it——at leaft I thought foe—per- 
haps the was afraid of falling.’ 
this is not a ftudious copy of Sterne, we muft confefs that 
we are unacquainted with the ftyle of that writer. : 
If the reader expeéts to meet, in thefe volumes, with any 
account of the places pafled through, or the curiofities in 


them, he will be difappointed ; for this is only a /entimental 


hiftory.. Lifle is thus accurately and minutely defcribed by our | 


author. 
“* .A large fortified town, in French Flanders”—** Plague 


on the topography and hiftory of it! I only vouchfafe to fay, 


_ that at the conclufion of the laft fuccefsful war with France, 


when the name of Englifhmen commanded implicit refpeé, its 
burgers were unfufpicious, and confided in the {plendid riches 


of our nation at large, which their light imaginations made 


them believe, to be particul@rifed in individuals ; then, I fay, 


- Englithmen were here courted and refpected ; but this exotic 


and pleafing urbanity was foon abufed ; culprits fled hither, 
and degraded the name of a Briton ; impofed on the credulous 


_tradefman, who, from one extreme, hath fallen into the op- 


pofite one ; and, now all the Englith vifitors of this place, are 
indifcriminately grouped under the difgraceful title of echa- 


_ peurs du potence.”’ 


* I read enough—for comparing the grin of the valet de 
lace with this remark of my friend, I ordered poft horfes, 
and fcampered away on my road to Bruxelles ; and as to my 
letter to M. de la M , I thought it was of very little con- 
fequence, to prove to the good company of Lifle, that Eng- 
land could produce, now and then, a fubje&, to deface bad 
impreffions, and who was tout autre chofe, than a miferable 





_ outcaft of his country. 


* I confefsI glowed and {welled with pride and indignation, 
like a turkey cock, at the thoughts of {pending my money 


and time at this place; that is, by the bye, if I had either 
_-to fpend; to thew the inhabitants how much the ftain on the 


charaéter of Englifhmen, could be done away, by the moft 
diftinguifhing deeds of liberality and {crupulous integrity. 

‘ Reform thyfelf, and not the world; fo take yourfelf away 
——with this reflection I left Lifle ; and turned my tail on the 
fkill of Vauban.’ 

This is, as our readers will eafily perceive, another plain 
imitation, though a bad one, of the Shandean ftyle and 


_ (manner. 


 Thofe who are fond of anecdotes, satieiiabty fuch as con- 


cern ine heroes, will be much obliged to our author for 
the 
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the following ftory. of the kingoof,Profia: whether, it be true 


or falfe, We will not preted to. determiné. .- ee 
> rer Pie’ Pate "Pable at "ARCA Chapelte: ? © 
-.© Some Years ag0.4 frakger, drelfed ‘in & plain Citizen’s at- 
tite, took his féat “at the Pharé Tablé at “Aix-la“Chapelle, 
when the bahk was protlaimed more than comiménly rich. 
After Ravihg fome little tinie engaged in the’ Common play of 
the ‘table, Ne challenged thé bank, and ‘toffed-his pockét book 
to the banker, that he might not queftion his faculties of pay- 
ment in cafe Ke loft. The bankér farprized at ‘the boldnefs 
of the adventurer, and né Iefs fo at his ordinary appearance, 
at firft hefitated to accept of ‘the challenge ; but on opefiing 
the book, and feting bill to a prodigious amount, and on 
the ftrahger’s fteraly and repéatedly infifting on his compliance 
with the laws of thé game, with much reluétance he prepared 
the cards for the great event. The furprize.was naturally 
great, and all eyés ‘attentive to the trembling hands of thé af- 
frightéd- banker, who, while the ftranger fat unruffied and un- 
concerned, .turned up the card which decided his rnin and ‘the 
other’s. fuccefs. The table of courfe was immediatély broken 
up, and the. ftranger in triumph, with perfect. coo!nefs ‘and 
ferénity of features, turned to a perfon who ftood at his éfbow, 
to Whom he gave orders for the charge of the money... ** Hea- 
vetis !’”” éxclaimed an old infirm officer in the Auftrian fervice, 
_ and .who had. fat next to him at the table, “if I had the 
twentieth part of your fuccéfs this night, I fhould be the hap- 
pieit man in the. univerfe.” If thou wouldft be this happy 
man, fépliéd the ftranger brifkly, then thou fhalt have it; and 
without waiting his reply difappeared from the room. Some 
little time afterwards the entrance of a fervant aftonifhed the 
_ company, as. much with the extraordinary-genérofity of the 
ftranger, .as with his peculiar good fortune, by prefenting the 
Auftrian. officer. with.the twentieth part of the’ Phafo-bunk ; 
“¢ Take this, fir,” fays thé fervant, -“ my matter Peqaires no 


atifwet:” and.he fuddenly left him. without exchaliom pany 
othér wotds, ‘TG SSdaea £Stho 


». © The next morning it was rumoured at Aix-14-Chapetlle, 
‘that the. king of Praffia had entered thé town in dieutte ; and 
oh thé rgcolleétion of his perfon, the town foon récoghff€t him 
to be the {uccefsfal flranger at the .Pharo-table.’ oe 

Tie author of thefe Anecdotes feems to be in Writing, what 
in converfation we call a profer ; thofe who are fond of profng 
. will pleafe to obferve, that this isentitled the fx volutes and 
will look forward with eagér expectation for the appearance of 
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Elements of the Branches of Natural Phile bfaphy connected with Nze- 
dicine. By J. Elliot, M. D. .8va 55, boards. Johnfon. 


R. Elliot, ‘the author of. this volume, has, within thefe 
. few. shohthe been feveral times mentioned in our Review, 
on account of his ufeful productions ; and he feems, in the 
Prefent, to have exceeded, in point of utility, any of his for- 
mer publications. That a competent knowlege of natural 
philofophy is indif penfable towards the fuccefsful profecution 
of medical refearches, is a truth which requires no confirm- 
ation. It is, however, to be lamented, as our author ob- 
ferves, that thofe who have not had the advantage of a learned 
educktion are, in general, but little acquainted with the prin- 
a of this fcience. . There are, fays he, fome who, for 
rant.of knowing what branches: of it are neceflary for their 
pufpole, are deterred from even entering upon a ftudy, which 
preients to their view fo extenfive and complicated an appear-_ 
ance, and which, they therefore imagine, may never com- 
pee: the time and trouble’ that are requifite for fuch a pur- 
uit 

To obviate thofe difficulties, and, by collecting into a nar- 
row compafs fuch parts of philofophy as are conneéted with 
phyfic, to facilitate the progrefs of the enquirer, is profeffedly 
our author’s defign; a defign which he has ‘executed, not 
only with precifion, but wich a perfpicuity which muft render 
the feveral fciences intelligible to every underftanding. 

‘The work is divided into three parts, the firft of which is 
employed on chemiftry. After premifing a few particulars, 
in an introduction, Dr. Elliot treats, in the firft feftion, of 
the chemical principles, viz. water, earth, falts, air, phlo- 
gifton with its combinations, and fire. ~ On the fubject of air, 
we are prefented with a diftin& account of the various kinds 
which have lately been difcovered. As a fpecimen of the 
work, we fhalllay before our readers an extraé from this part. 

‘ Till within thefe few years paft, philofophers had no idea 
of any more than one kind of air. They confidered it as an 
element ;; and whatever differences they found in air, in dif- 
ferent circumftances, they imputed entirely to the admixture 
of foreign. matters, from which the air was capable of being 
obtained in the fame pure ftate as before. They reafoned about 
air then in the fame, manner as we do now concerning water, 
The indufiry of philofophers however, has fet us right in thefe 


‘tnatters. 


© Of Common Air. 
7 “Phere are textain proceffes in. chemiftry, which the later 
writers on that art term phlogiftic. ‘Thus, combuttion, or 
the 























Dr. Elliot's Elements of Natural Philofophy. 2th 


the burning of bodies, is a phlogiftic procefs ; fo likewife are 
refpiration, and fome others.— 

© If a candle be ‘burnt, or an animal breathes, in a given 
quantity of air, it is well known that the one will foon be 
extinguifhed, and the other die. Thefe effeéts will happen 
fooner, according as the quantity of air is lefs. The faéts 
may eafily be proved by putting the candle, and the animal, 
in glafs veffels, of proper fizes, filled with common air. 

‘ The effect which thefe proceffes have on air, is to diminifh 
it in bulk. If we fix a lighted candle into an inverted glafs 
receiver, and immediately place its mouth in water, we find, 
that when the candle is extinguifhed, and the air in the re- 
ceiver cool, the water will rife up.into the neck of the veffel, 
higher than it did at the beginning of the procefs, and there- 
fore the air was diminifhed. 

« If an animal be put into the veffel, and fuffered to re- 
main there till it expires, the air will be ftill farther diminith- 
ed than by the burning candle. But when the diminution of 
air, by thefe proceffes has proceeded to a certain degree, it 
cannot be carried. any farther. 

‘ The caufe of this diminution is phlogifton ; which is im- 
parted to the air by the candle, and the animal, in thofe pro- 
ceffes. The air attracts the phlogifton by means of a fuperior 
afinity, as will hereafter be fhewn; and on this principle 
combuttion, &c. depend. When air becomes faturated with 
phlogifton, it is incapable of imbibing more. It can there- 
fore be no farther diminifhed ; and is no longer fit for fupport- 
ing animal life, or for other phlogiftic proceffes. 

‘ From hence it appears, that with refpect to refpiration, 
&c. air may be confidered as better, or more pure, in propor- 
tion as it is freer from phlogifton. We fhall confider this fub- 
i again, under the article of dephlogifticated air. 


© Of Phlogifticated Air. 


» * Ais which has been injured by refpiration, combuftion, 
&c. in the manner already defcribed, is thus called. If air be 
fully faturated with phlogifton by thofe proceffes, it is faid to 
be. completely noxious. A candle is inftantly extinguished, 
and:animals-prefently die in this air. But we fhall have oc- 
cafion to fpeak of it farther in the following article. 

* Of Dephlogifticated Air. 
«It has long been known that nitre is capable of maintaine 
ing the combuftion of inflammable bodies, as well as air. 
rt lighted charcoal be placed in proper expofure to air, it 
will continue to barn till the whole is reduced to afhes. 
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“#°If nitré be mixed with charcoal, and’ the powder, already 
kindled, be put into a.clofe veffel, the combuftion Will be as 
complete as if the charcoal had eee expofed to the open air ; 
though without. the affiftance of the nitre, the charcoal would 
prefently have been extinguifhed in that confined fituation. 
Nitre, therefore, has, the fame effet in this pfocefs as air. 

“© "The reafon of this was not known till lately. But Dr. 
Prieltley has found that by means of heat, air may be expelled 
from nitre, of the fame nature with that of the atmofphere, but 


much more pure. A candle will burn, and animals live in it, 


four or five.times as long : and therefore i it is freer from phlo- 
gifton than common air. 

« When nitre_is burnt with a combultible body, a quantity 
of air is fet at liberty, and-refumes its elaftic or expanfive ftate. 
This is. the dephlogifticated air above fpoken of, combined 
with the. phlogifton of the inflammable fubftance. The ex- 
plofions of gunpowder, and other nitrous mixtures, depend on 
this air. 

‘ Nitre is not the only fubftance from which dephlogifticated 
air may be extracted. It may be obtained from many other 
bodies, merely by heat. But different fubftances yield it in 
different proportions ; and it is alfo more pure, when obtained 
from fome bodies than from others. 

‘ After minium has yielded as much of this air as it will by 
heat, if {pirit of nitre be added, a frefh quantity may be pro- 
cured. If more {pirit of nitre be added to the remaining calx, 
there will be a ftill farther yield ; and the operation may be 
continued, with the like refult, as long as any of the minium 
remains. And there is no earthy fubftance from which this 
kind of air may not be obtained by a like treatment. ’ 

« But the vitriolic acid anfwers this purpofe as well as the 
nitrous ; and from every earthy fubitance on which that acid 
can ad, dephlogifticated air may be obtained. 
© As this air is fo much purer than common air, there is 
reafon to hope that great -benefit wilf accrue to mankind by 
the medicinal cfe of it, in diforders where the phlogiftic prin- 
ciple abounds in‘ the’ conftitution, by breathing it inftead of 
common air. It has already been prefcribed in thofe cafes, 
with good éffeét. In combuftion alfo, it may be employed to 
advantage. If a fire be.blown with this air, the heat is pro- 
diziouflymore intenfe than when common air is employed. 

? Rephlogifticated air, being only a pure kind of .com- 
mon :air, it .is:plain.tnat it only requires a proper addition of 
phiogifton, to.make it of the fame goodnefs with that of the 
atmofphere. Common air, dn refpect to purity, is — 
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phlogifticated and. dephlogifticated air ; thefe three kinds differ” 
ing from one another only in being more or lefs free from the 
phlogiftic principle. 

* As the atmofphere is conftantly expoled to animal re- 
{piration, combuftion, ‘putrifaétion, and a variety of other 
phlogiftic proceffes, it muft be contmually receiving injury ; 
and therefore if there were no contrivance in nature for pu- 
rifying it, it would long before now have been rendered unfit 
for thefe proceffes.. Animals could not live, nor could fires 
exift in it. But Dr, Prieftley has difcovered,. that air thus 
rendered noxious, is purified by vegetables growing in it. 
And by profecuting that difcovery, he has found that they per- 
form that falutary effe& by means of | the fun’s light. If a 
plant grows in the fhade, it rather adds phlogifton to the 
air; but if it be placed in the light of the fun, it attracts 
phlogifton from thé air, in a furpriling degree, mending jt 
out of all proportion beyond the injury it does to it in the 
fhade. 

‘ Animals and vegetables therefore, counteract each other’s 
effects in this particular ; and hence is difcovered to ‘us an ufe 
of the vegetable creation, which mere teafon could never have 
led us to fufpeé&. 

‘ Dr. Prieftley alfo difcovered that phlogifticated air may 
be purified by agitation with water. Hence we perceive a very 
important ufe of winds; and of ftorms at fea. - Philofophy 
daily teaches us, that thofe natural effe€ts which appear to us 
to be moft hurtful, are inftituted for very important ant ufeful 
purpofes in the creation.’ 

The fecond part of the work contains a concife account of 
optics, with the dogtrines of found, hydroftatics, and elec- 
tricity ; and in the third, the author has exhibited a compre- 
henfive view of phyfiology. The different fubjects aye treated 
in a fyftematical manner, fo judicioufly fupported, as to con- 
vey the principles of each fcience in the cleareft arrangement, 
and the moft perfpicuous language. The value of the work is 
alfo increafed by three curious tables of elective attractions, 
which muft give it no fmall recommendation even to thofe who 
are converfant in chemiftry, 





Edwin and Eltruda..\ A Legendary Tale. 410, 2s. “Cadell. 


tT poem is the firft production of a young lady, who 
was born in Lotidon, but removed with her family, in 
very early life, to a remote part of the kingdom. In this re- 
tirement, fhe had fo little accefs to books, that when the 
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iece now prefented to the public was written, Armine and 

lvira, the Hermit of Warkworth, and other beautiful pro- 
ductions of that kind, were new to her. On het late return 
to the capital, fome of her friends, who had feen this poem, 
earneftly requefted, its publication ; to which fhe reluctantly 
confented. | 

The ftory is an incident, which. is fuppofed to have hap- 
pened in the reign of Henry VI]. Edwin and Eltruda are two 
lovers. Albert, the father of Eltruda, and Edwin, in the con- 
teft between the houfes of Lancafter and York,- are unfortu- 
‘nately engaged in oppofite parties; and the former is inad- 
vertently flain in battle by the latter. This dreadful event 
has a fatal effe& on the tender and affectionate Eltruda; and, 
in confequence of that, on the faithful Edwin. 

The fecte lies near the river Derwent, in Yorkfhire ; and 
the poem opens with a defcription of the fituation, and the 
character of AlBert, and his affliétion on the death of his be- 
loved Emma, the mother of Eltruda. 


* He mark’d the chilling damps of death 
O’erfpread her fading charms ; 
He faw her yield her quiv’ring breath, 
_ And fink in death’s cold arms; 


* From foiitude he hop’d relief, 
And this lone manfion fought, 

To cherifh there his facred prief, 
And nurfe the tender thought. 


* Here, object of his fondeft cares, 
An infant daughter fmil’d ; 


And oft the mourner’s falling tears 
Bedew’d his Emma’s child ! 


* Thefe tears, as o’er the babe he hung, 
Would tremble in his eye ; 
_ While blefiings fault’ring on his tongue, 
Were breath’d but in a figh.’ 


The character of his amiable daughter is thus drawn with 2 
delicate fimplicity : 
‘ In his Eltruda’s gentle breaft 
His griefs he could repofe ; 
With each endearing virtye bleft, 
She foften’d all his woes. ~ 
* ?T was eafy in her look to trace 
An emblem of her mind: 
There dwelt each mild attragtive grace, 
Bach gentle charm combin’d. 


Rawes and Eltruda. 


* Soft as. the.dews of morn arife, 
And on the. pale flow’r. gleam, 

So foft, ‘fo fweet her melting eyes. 
With love and pity beam.’ 


In delineating this character the benevolent writer takes oc- 
Cafion to exprefs the amiable feelings of the heart, - the 
tender emotions of fympathy and compaffion,” for thefe crea- 
tures, which are placed ‘below: us: ‘in the fede" of animated 
nature, ue 


© Her heart, whére- pity lov’d to ave, 
With fadnefs oft was wrung ; ~~” 
For the bruis’d infe& as it fell, 
Her foft tear trembling hung.’ 


~— 


A {nail falling from a peach-tree, or a ‘caterpillar fronr a 
fun- flower, might probably fuggeft the idea of * the bruifed , 
infe&t :’ the one, by drawing, in her horns upon the leat 
approach of the hand, fhews her exquifite fenfibility ; and 
the other is that beautiful and harmlefs infec, the butterfly, 
in the firft ftage of her exiftence. In a philofophical view thefe 
are no contemptible objects; and to treat them with com. 
paflion is fo far from being a weaknefs, that it is the fureft 
indication of a generous and benevolent heart.—But this is a 
digrefion, and we return’to Eltruda. 


* As roving o’er the flow’ry waite, 
A figh would heave her breatt, 

The while her gentle hand replac’d 
The linnet’s falling neft. 

* Then would fhe feek the vernal bow’ r, 
And hafte with tender care 

To nurfe fome pale declining flow’r, 
Some op’ning bloffom rear. 


« And oft with eager fteps fhe flies 
To chear the lonely cot, 

Where the poor widow pours her fighs,~ 
And wails her. haplefs lot. 


* Their weeping mother’s trembling knees 
Her lifping infants clafp ; 
Their meek imploring look “he fees, 
She feels their tender grafp.’ 


. ‘On the pale cheek. whese hang the tear 
Of agonizing woe, .5: ) | 
She bids.the guth, of jay \rife there, is 
The tear of rapture flow.’ - 
P 4 
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Edwin’s charaéter is not ‘inferior to that of Eltruda, ner 
drawn with we tafte and delicacy. * ! 


The gen Tous, ample heart ; : 
And every virtue heav’n, inclin’d 


To bounty, can impart.’ 
__ In this fituation they were contented and happy... 
* They little knew the human breaft 
Could pant for fordid ore ; 


Or, of a faithful heart poflei, 
Could-ever with for more.’ 


When the fatal morning arrived, which called Atbert and 
Edwin to the field of battle, 


‘ A thoufand pangs the father feels, 
A thoufand tender fears ; 

While at his feet fhe trembling kneels, 
And bathes them with her tears. 


‘A falling drop bedew'd his cheek, 
From the fad fcene he flew ; 

‘Fhe tender father could not fpeak—. | ) 
He could not fay—adieu !” 


The parting of Edwin and Eltruda is defcribed with equal 
athos. 

“: When Eltruda hears the dreadful confequences of the battle 
from Edwin himfelf, and fees the body of her bleeding fa- 
ther, fhe is feized at once with horror and anguifh. Jn this 
fituation the author beautifully reprefents the fudden impulfe 
of infupportable forrow on the one hand, and love on the 
other, by a circumftance, which is peculiarly affecting, the 
diftraction of Eltruda. Im this melancholy alienation of her 
faculties, fhe thus addreffes herfelf to Edwin : 


‘€ JT clafp him ftill—’twas but a dream— 
Help yon wide wound to clofe, 

From which a father’s {pirits ftream, 
A father’s life-blood flows. 


‘¢ But-fee, from thee he fhrinks ! nor would 
Be blafted by thy touch— 

Ah, tho’ my Edwin fpilt thy blood, 

~ Yet once he lov’d thee much. 


«© My father, yet.in By flay ! 
_. I fee his white beard wave— 
A fpirit beckons, him away, 
And points to yon cold graves. 





ee E’en 
q 








Edwin and Eltruda. 


«* E’en now, my love, I trembling hear 
Him breath a laf adieu ! 

I fee, my love, the falling tear - 
His furrow’d cheek bedew ! 


«* I feel within his aged arms 

_ His poor Eltruda preft : 

I hear him fpeak the fond alarms 
That wring a parent’s breaft. 


«< He’s gone |—and here his afhes fleep ; 
I do not heave a figh-— 
His child a father does not weep, 
For, ah, my braimis dry! 
«* But come, together let us. rove 
At the pale hour of night, 
When the moon glimm'ring thro’ the grove, 
Shall fhed her fainteft light : 


<¢ We’il gather from the rofy bow’r 
The farett wreaths that hloom ; 

We'll cull, my love, eack op’ning flow’r, 
To deck his hallow’d tomb ; 

‘¢ We'll thither from the diftant dale, 
A weeping willow bear ; 

And plant a lily of the vale, 
A drooping lily there! 

<¢ We'll fhun the glaring face of day, 
Eternal filence keep ; 

Thro’ the dark wood we’ll chearlefs ftray, 
And only live to weep. 


«< But hark !—tis come—the fatal time 
When, Edwin, we mutt part ; 

Some angel tells me ’tis a crime 
To hold thee to my heart. 


«* My father’s fpirit hovers near : 
Alas, he comes to chide— 
Is there no means, my Edwin dear, 


Tne fatal deed to hide? 


*¢ None, none—for wherefoe’er we go 
Lo, ftreams of blood proceed ! 

And fhould the torrent ceafe to flow, 
Yet fall our hearts. would bleed. 


** Our hearts the fecret would betray, 
The tale of death reveal ; 
Angels would come in dunn array, 
The bloody. deed to tell.”” 


Eltruda, 
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Eltruda, as we have alteady obferved, finks under her af- 
fiiction ; and the effect.of this complicated diftrefs on Edwin 
is thus defcribed : 


« He faw her dying eye-lids clofe, 
He heard her lateft figh, 

And yet no tear of anguifh flows 
Fatt ftreaming from. his eye. 


* For, ah, the fulnefs of defpair, 
The pang of high-wrought woe, 

Admits no filent trembling tear, 
No lenient drop to flow: 


‘ He feels within his fhivering veins 
A mortal chillnefs rife; 

Her pallidicorfe he feebly ftrains— 
And on her bofom dies !’ 


If there is any material part of this poem liable to objec- 
tion, it is the cataftrophe. Edwin and Eltruda die. without 
any external:violence ; and life, it may be faid, is not fo eafily 
extinguifhed, It has however been fuppofed by very eminent 
poets, that furprize and anguifh may ‘produce fatal effects 
on the human frame. Shakfpeare, in the tragedy of Hamlet, 
afcribes the caufe of Ophelia’s madnefs to grief, occafioned by 
the vidlence of her natural affeGtion for her murdered father. 
In King John, he fuppofes Conftance to have died in a phrenfy, 
occafioned by the lofs of her fon Arthur. And Mafon, in 
his Englifh Garden *, reprefents the death of Nerina, as the 
effe&t of a fudden furprize. - , 

In juftice to the author of Edwin and Eltruda it muft be 
obferved, that fhe has worked up the ftory with great de- 
licacy ; and that a variety of little circumftances, which dif- 
play the tendernefs of Eltruda’s heart, and the fidelity of Ed- 
win, contribute to reconcile the exit of thefe two lovers to 
nature and propriety. 
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FOREIGN ARTICLES. 


Sermons de M.? Abbé de Cambacéres, Predicateur du Roi, @c. 3 Vols. 
12m0. Paris. : 


His ingenious preacher compares a-good fermon to a defperate 
battle between reafon and the paffions: and in the fame fenfe, | 

the great Condé, feeing father Bourdaloue afcending the pulpit, 

faid : ** Silence, voila l"ennemi !* M. de Cambacéres obferves very 








t See Crit. Rev. for January, 1782, 


juftly, 
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juftly, that rules and precepts have never yet made an.orator; and 
that an orator has loft his pains if he leaves his auditory fo uncon- 
cerned as to applaud him. When Lewis XIV. once alked Bourda- 
loue for his opinion of the truly eloquent miffionary, father Sera- 
phin ; Bourdaloue anfwered freely and honeftly: * Sire, On rend 
a fes fermons les bourfes qu’on a coupées aux miens.” 

Though our author judicioufly and feverely. cenfures the abufe of 
wit, fo frequent among his fprightly countrymen, he feems himfelf 
not to be proof againft its infection, even in his declamation againft 
it, when he rebukes that wicked wit, or ‘ efprit, as an imitateur 
du génie, ce rédoutable ennemi du fentiment, ce proteéteur éternel 
des petites chofes, ce déftructeur impitoyable de tout ce qui eft 
‘grand, }éfprit, qui, dans tout ce qu’il fait, ne*cherche que Je dif- 
ficile, et ne connoit d’autres beforms que ceux de’ la vanité: les 
éclairs font fes lumitres ; les. antithéfes, fes preuves; les epi- 

rammes, fes réfultats; & au lieu de tableaux magnifiqies, il n*of- 

re que de petits portraits maniérés, toujours drapés d’aprés la mode 
du pays & dans le goiit de homme du jour,” Yet he,does not think 
it poflible to preach in thefe times with all .that fimplicity which 
the facrednels of divine worthip requires: he allows embellifhments, 
and for reafons; hanc veniam damus, petimufqueviciflime: he afks, 
© Whether afword be Jefs tharp for being well polithed or adorned 
with jewels; or, whether an army is lefs fit for. fighting and con- 
quering, when more brilliant and better arrayed in order of battle 2° 

The following paflage of his Sermon on Sufferings, may ferve 
for a fpecimen of his argumentation, his.diction, and his tafte.» It 
is intended for an illuftration of the paflage.of St, Auftin: « Quz- 
rentes non a Deo, fed ab hominibus gloriam, acceperunt mercedem 
fuam, Vani vanam! ) hi. . 

‘ Illuftre guerrier, vous vous étes diftingué dans les champs de 
la gloe; & cette fanté ulce, ce front cicatrifé, annoncent la viétime 
de la patrie, & que vous.avez fouffert plus quel’ apétre et lana- 
choréte (a very liberal conceffion this from a divine!) mais pours 
quoi et pour gui; pour la gloire, pour l’honneur et le plaifir de paf- 
fer pour un grand homme; vous l’aurez cette gloire, ce plaifir; 
la, voix de la rénommée.et de lhiftoire portera votre nom jilau'aus 
fiecles les plus réculés ; vous ferez écrit parmi les heros de la terre, 
et.rayé du nombre des faints et des élis de Dieu; voila votre ré- 
compenfe auffi vaine que vous-méme, Vani vanam. 

© Homme du monde, vous avez vieilli dans les intrigues et les 
affaires, eflayé toutes les difgraces, toutes les traverfes, tous les pé- 
rils qu'on peut fouffrir dans la carriére de la fortune. Hélas! la 
moindre de ces peines pour Dieu eit été d’un prix infini; mais 
vous ne les avez prifes que dans Ja vue de parvenir: eh bien,, vous 
Vaurez ce prix de vos travaux ; des palais, des tréfors, des honneurs 
qui s’évanouiront avec vous; voila votre récompenfe aufli frivole 
que votre ouvrage, Vani vanam. : 

‘ Et vous, philofophe, homme de lettres, vous avez parcouru 
avec éclat la carriére des fciences & des arts ; tant d’écrits & de dé- 
couvertes dont vous étes l'‘auteur, annoncent la lumiére du fiécle, 
& en méme-tems les veilles, les peines, les fueurs qu'il vous en 4 
cofaté ; mais pourquoi? Pour la réaommee & |immortalité, unique 
objet de vos defirs; vous l’aurez, votre nom fera écrit au temple 
de mémoire & rayé du livre de l’eternité: voila vétre falaire auf 
chimérique que vos projets, vani vanam. C’eft adire, en un mot, 
que vous aurez des récompenfes proportionnées A vos mérites; le 
guerrier, des Jauriers ; le grand, des honneurs; le courtifan, des 
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graces; le fcavant, un nom; Il’ambitieux, des titres; le con- 
querant, des trophés ; le prince, de l’encens et des flatteurs; et 
quoi encore? de la vanité, Vani vanam.’ — : 
We are apt to think, that neither warriors, nor politicians, nor 
sep sg) would be at a lofs for arguments for defending them- 
lves, or even for feverely retorting on our fprightly orator. 


Francifct Mefgnied. Meninfki Lexicon Arabico-Perfico-Turcicum, adjefa 
* ad fingulas Veces es Phrafes Significatione Latina, ad Uftatiores etiam 
Ttalica, juffa auguftifime lmperatricis et Regine Apofolica, nunc fe- 
cundis curis recagnitum.et audtum. Tom.I1. 600 Pages in Folio. To 
ewhich is prefixed: Commentatio de Fatis Linguarum Orientalium, 
Arabice nimirum, Perfice, et Turcica ; with Three Plates.. Viennz. 


MEninki's famous Thefaurus Linguarum Orientalium, ‘Turcice, 
Arabicz, et Perfice, was originally publifhed in 1680, at the 
author's own expence ; and though it was from the beginning juflly 
confidered as the moft capital and valuable work of its kind, the 
copies of that firft edition were not entirely fold but during the 
Jate war between Ruffia and Turky. That flow fale of an ufeful 
work may be imputed partly to its very high price, and partly to 
the very unfortunate circumftance of its not being circulated ‘by 
- fome bookfeller particularly interefted in its fale. j Sar 
This Thefaurus confifts of three diftinét works, viz. 1. The 
Lexicon Arabico-Perfico-Turcicum: 2. An Onomafticon; and, 3. 
A Grammar. Of the Grammar, a new and improved edition was 
publithed in 1756, by M. Kollar. The Lexicon is actually pub- 
lithing, with numberlefs and effential additions, corrections, and 
improvements, made by fevetal members of the Imperial Academy 
of Oriental tongues at Vienna, under the direétion of M. Francis 
de Paula Klez}; and when the Lexicon is completed, it ‘will be ~ 
followed by a new and equally improved edition of the Onomaf- 
ticon. | 
The Commentatio de Fatis Linguarum Orientalium, is alfo fold 
feparately. It evinces an uncommon fhare of erudition and induf- 
try. It opens with a fhort difquifition on the Origin of Languages 
in General, and on the Advantages arifing from a Combination of 
the Study of the feveral Griental Dialeéts; and then proceeds to 
the Hiftory of the Arabic, the Perfian, and the Turkith Languages; 
and of the Fate of the Study of thefe Languages in y oy a ‘To 
thefe, a valuable Catalogue of all the Books printed by Ibrahim 
Efendi’s prefs at Conftantinople, fince the year 1726, to his death, 
are fubjoined ; the moft interefting of which are: the Hiftory of 
Timur, by Nazmi Sade ; the Hiltory of Ancient and Modern E- 
gypt, by Suheil Efendi; the Geography of Afia; the Annals of 
the Ofmans, by Naima, Rafhid Efendi, and Dthelebi Sade ; and 
two Lexicons, one by Vankuli, and another called Ferhengi 
Schuuri. 
-. Phe three plates exhibit the various Arabian, Perfian, and Turk- 
ith alphabets. The work is elegantly printed on new Oriental 
types, caft on purpofe for this arduous and difficult undertaking. 





Juris 











Saris.Nature et Gentium. Epitia et Oficia, ad Chrifiane Dofrine 
Regulam exada et explicata a Foaune Baptifia Lafearis Guarini. 
Tomus 1, explicans Principia. 275 Pages, Tomis Il. explicans Offi- 
¢ia, 433 Pages. 8vo. Rome. : | 


[ Eibnitz already wifhed for a work on the Law of Nature, im- 

‘proved on the Principles of Chriftianity ; and this defire of his 
has even been quoted onthe title-page of the.two volumes of this 
work. But its author was ftill more particularly prompted to un- 
dertake this tatk, by his indignation at beholding Roman Catho- 
lics itudying the law of nature in the works of fuch heretics as 
Grotius, Pufendorf, Heineccius, &c. ‘ Num@uid, fays he, *‘ num- 
quid non eft Deus in Ifraél, ut eatis ad confulendum. Beelzebub 
Deum Accaron.’ Yet he himfelf appears evidently, and very fre- 
quently, to have confulted thofe Belzebubs, Grotius, &c. and filled 
the greater part of his book with oracles drawn from heretical phi-~ 
lofophers. On the other hand, he eagerly feizes on every opportu~ 
nity for cenfuring thofe philofophers for any propofition of theirs, 
which he thinks inconfiftent with the canonical law, or the decrees 
of the council of Trent... For this Barbet he has. traced. up 
their heretical doétrines to the inmoft receffes of; ontology and 
pneumatology ; he has divided the duties relating to the mind into 
theoretical and practical ones, and for the illuftration of the far- 
mer, entered into an examen. of all fuch affertions concerning the 
nature and origin of the foul, and its union with the body; as are 
not confonant.to his notions of orthodoxy. He heartily deteftsthe 
principle of utility ; but is very dextrous in reconciling on an émer- 
gency, particular cafes, with his rigid general principles. Thus, 
he thinks, for inftance, that even the Pope cannot difpenfe from 
the obligation of a true oath: but he allows him to decide whe- 
ther any particular oath be ratione forme & matefiz, a true oath. 
Suicide, he thinks abfolutely contrary to the law of nature; but 
when he recolleéts, that there have been martyrs and faints who 
have committed fuicide, he fuppofes that they have done fo by an 
efpecial impulfe of the Holy Ghoft; and that for. fuch a purpofe, 
they needed no external revelation, but only a firm internal per- 
fuafion. . He thinks caftration unlawful, even when done for the 
improvement of church mufic: but connives at any perfon’s getting 
himfelf caftrated for the benefit of his health, and afterwards fing- 
ing in churches. In the doctrine concerning con{cience, he adheres 
to the fentiments of thofe who deem probabilem fententiam quite 
fufficient, without infifting on probabiliorem, In his opinion, a 
magiftrate cannot kill an innocent citizen, even though the pre- 
fervation of the ftate fhould depend on his death ; but that he can 
command him to furrender himfelf to the tyrant, by whom he will 
certainly be murdered. In a fimilar cafe, he will not allow a mai- 
dep to be delivered toa tyrant for the fatisfaction of his jufts. He 
feverely cenfures Rouffeau and Beccaria; (the latter of thofe feems 
alfo to have been honoured with a confutation by prince Gonzaga). 
Wars muft not be waged ayainft infidels, merely in order to con- 
vert them to Chriftianity ; yet wars may then be waged againft 
them, when they will not faffer miffionaries to preach, or fuch, as 
hike their do&trine, to embrace their new religion.—Enough for a 
Specimen, 
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Opufcoli di Autori Siciliani. 20 Vols. 4to. Palermo. 
‘THs colleétigm was originally began by Joachim Pulejo, a printer - 
~ at Catanea, and has fince.been continued by the printers of 
the Holy Apoftles. at Palermo, Its contents are various; a great 
part of them interefting only natives, though feveral effays are alfo 
mter{perfed, which. will’ prové. acceptable to. hiftorians and anti- 
quarians in general.» Some illuftrate Sicilian antiquities, fome_re- 
Fate to the hiftory of the. ifland; a greater number to that of 
churches, convents, and faints; fome to natural hiftory, to meta=» 
phyfics, to ethics, to jurifprudence, &c.. Poems and fonnets, are 
alfo received into this mifcellany ; and catalogues of the Jatett Sis 
cilian publications. From among this variety of eflays we will take 
notice of thofe only which may attract the attention of foreigners. 
Of fuch the firft volume contains two works, written in the earlier 
part of the fixteenth century : Friderici de Carreéto de Expulfione 
vgonis de Moncada Siculi Proregis; and, de Africano Bello per 
Imp. Carolum.V. zefto. Vol. Ll. On Nature’s always-equal Cone 
duét in clothing Plants with Skins, Barks, &c. On the title of a 
King of Jerufalem,  aflumed by the Kings of Sicily, &c. Vol. II. 
Gaetano Sarri, on the Rights of the feveral Poffeffors of. Sicily, 
with Genealogical Tables. On a marble Statue of Mercury, with 
a Priapus inibis Hand. Vol. 1V. Jo. Lancea,on the Time.in which 
St. Gregory Bifhop. of Agrigentum: had lived.. On the Entry of 
King Jacob of Arragon, in Catania, in 1287, written at that Time 
in the Sicilian Dialect. A Lift of the ancient Ruins along the whole 
Coaft of Sicily, for the Ufe of Travellers, by D. Domenico Schiavo. 
Vol. Vi Don Salvadore Paparcuri, why Changes of Weather may 
be forefeen. by the Volcano, on the Aolian Iflands, twenty-four. 
hours before they happen. Vol.-Vi. Account of Bifhop P. Ran- 
zano: of his Works, and efpecially .of one {till preferved in MS. 
in a Convent at Palermo, and entitled, ‘ Annales omnium Tempo- 
rum.’ Vol. VII. On St. Nicafius; Ant. Mongitore, on the Pre- 
fervation of Chriftianity among the Saracens. Andrea Pigonati 
Topography of the Ifle of Uftica, Vol. VIII..Marchefe di Ville- 
bianca, on the feven Court Offices. of the Kingdom of Sicily, efta- 
blifhed by the Normans An interefting Work continued in Vol. 
XXL XII) XV. XVIIL  Prencipe di Torremuzza’s Proje& of 
a Tefoto delle Antichita Siciliane.. On Petrifactions and marine 
Productions to be found on the Mountains of Sicily, by Diomo 
Amenanio.(or P. De Vito Maria Amico of Catania). A Defcrip- 
tion-of Sicily, tranflated from the Arabic. Original of Sheriff Eli- 
dris, (or Sheriff al Edriffi, the celebrated Geographus Nubienfis), 
by F. Domenico Macri, with a Preface and Notes by D. Franc, 
 Fardia. Vol. IX. P. Ranzano, of the Foundation, the Founder, 
and the Increaté of the City of Palermo. D. Franc, Pafqualino, on 
Bees. X. Vol. Andrea Gallo, on Faith in the Devil, and its Wor- 
fhip among “Heathens ; with an Exhibition of four Devils from the 
Coaft of Guinea ; on Two Plates, 

The Second Decade begins with the year.1770. 
Nob. XL. Gior Franc. Buonamici, on the Origin of Petrifaétiens. 
The Beginning of ‘a valuable Series,.of * Aggiante alla Sicilia Nu- 
mifmatica di Paruta,.by Prince Torremuzza;, contaiming, Cor- 
reétions of Havercamp’s Edition of Paruta, and Coins here firft 
publilhed,' digefted according to their cities, and engraved. Thefe 
Aggiunte’ are continued’ in the XII: X11. XIV. and XVth vo- 
Yemés.’ Vol: XII. An Account of the new Library of the anaes 
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ef San Martino nelle Scale, by its librarian, P. D. Salvadore Ma- 
ria di Blafi,. with a Catalogue, of more than goo MSS. and Notes 
On thé Means of faving drowned Perfons, by the Provincial-Inqui- 
fitor Cangiamilia, Prof, Giov. Melis Account of the extraordi- 
nary Effects of the Poifon of a Spider, Vol, XIIL Marchefe di 
Monte Rofato, on Punishments, to the fame Purpofe as Beccaria. 
XIV. Diflertations’on a Queftion much agitated in Sicily, Whether 
in difficalt Births it is lawful to deftroy the Child, in order to fave 
the Mother. XV. An Account of the Mufeum of the Benedictine 


Convent San Martino ‘della Scala, at Palermo, by the above P, D. 


Salvadore di Blafi; the Mufeum contains a large Collection of 
Coins, Natural Curiofities, Idols, Vafes, &c. On the Effeéts of a 
dreadful Hurricane at la Favara, in March 1772. On the antient 
Monuments and other Curiofities at Taormina, On the fovereignt 

of the Kingdom of Sicily, by Marchefe Giarratana. Vol. XVI. 
On ancient leaden mercantile Seals, by Conte della Torre; a ya- 
luable Supplement to de Ficoroni's Piombi Antichi. Dr. Dom. 
Schiavo, on ‘the Sicilian Coin Tari‘d’Oro. Vol. XVII. Vincénzio 
Gaglio, on the Queftion, Whether Sicily was happier under the 
Republican, or under the Monarchical. Government of Rome? 
Anf{wered in Favour of the latter. A learned and judicious Dif 
fertation of 272 Pages. On the clofe Connection of Logic and 
Law ; a Speech by Prof. Biffo, occafioned by the new Statute, com- 
manding the Judges to annex their Reafons to their Verdicts, Vol. 
XVIII, Vincenzio Malerba, on Torture; he thinks it neceflary not 


to abolith but to limit, this dreadful and hazardous engine forex. - 


ploring truth.. On the Death of St. Thomas ; (that he was poifon- 
ed). On the firft Foundation of the City of Taormina. Vol. XIX. 


Francifco de Blafi, a young Lawyer, that Mankind in the State of 


Nature, are all ‘equal, in Point of Happinefs; and that their In- 
equality in that Refpect, ‘does not take Place before their entrance 
into Civil Society. Andrea Gallo’s Hiftorical and Antiquarian De- 
{cription of the ancient Theatre at Taormina. Conte della Torre 
Cefare’Gaetani, on a Caimeo, in the Treafury of St. Lucia’at Syra- 
cufe. Vol. XX. Signor Pepi, on the natural Inequality among 
Men. « On three ancient Marble Relievo’s with four Heads; here 
faid’to-reprefent Penthefilea, Zenobia, Tullicla, and Claudia Me- 
telli. On all ‘the Nations who ever were poffeffed of the Ifland of 
Malta, and ‘on’ fuch Monuments of each as are yet extant; by 
Gioachino Navarro, a young Clergyman, and Librarian of the 
public Library of Malta; of which he intends te publih a Biblio- 
graphical Catalogue. Another Maltefe, Signor Carlo Barbaro defigns 
to publifh Memoria fopra l’Antica Storia di Malta e di Gozzo. 
This Jaf, or 20th yolume, was publifhed in 1778, 





FOREIGN LITERARY INTELLIGENCE, 
Prima Linee magni Principatus Tranflvanie Hiftoriam Antiqui, Medit 
& Recentioris evi exhibentes et illuftrantes, Au@ore Martino Felmer, 
-Paftore quondam Ecclefe A.C. (Auguflane Confifioni) addi@orum 


Cibinienfs et Scholarum ejufdem Civitatis Infpediore primario. 19 
Sheets in 8vo. Hermanniftadt, in Tranfilvania. 


‘THIS {ketch of the Hiftory of Tranfrlvania was written when its 
author was rector of the Lutheran Gymnafium at Hermann- 
Madt ; and originally defigned for a manual for ftudents, “It is ap 
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ufeful and inftractive performance, commendable for method, pre- 
cifion, and@-a- judicious chdice of its contents. The Introduétion 
cofitains a Catalogue of all the printed, and of -many manaftripe 
treatifes Gn’ the conftitution, ‘or hiftory'of the country ; and this 
Catalogue is- preceded by a hort, political, and geographical dee 
feription of "Tranfilvania, ‘The hiftery itfelf is divided into three 
periods {thé firft from the Deluge to the Invafion of Tranfilvania 


’ by the’ Huis, ‘ih the year of Chrift 374. The fecend, from the 


year 374564, whien the Avari feized ‘on the ‘country ; redo, 
when the Hufigarians got a kihg ; and finally, to 1533, when’ the 
government of the Hungarian kiig ceafed there. The third pe- 
riod contains the modern hiftory of Tranfilvania,under princes, from 
1§$8 to'1762 § and this latter paft is peculiarly’ valuable for foreitn 
readéfs, who havé no oppoftunity for perufing feveral ‘interefting 


- mianfeript accounts, which the author has confulted: 


1 Mate che diftragpono la Felicita di uno Stato. Opera di F. Bonifacio 
da Lurt Capucino, confagrata alla Giuftizia. 8vo. Verona. 


Thé ‘evils by Which ftates aré ruined, are, in this reverend 
father’s opinion, war, decay of religion, a bad education of 
youth, ignorance, idlenefs, luxury, a licentious intercourfe of the 
two fex€s, and treachery of thé miniftets and oMfiters of fate. 
The autiior, as appéars from the approbation of the cenfors, is a 
prieft ; and his reflexions are fermons in the Italian rahe. “They 
abolind in heedlefs repetitions of obvious’ truths. in a variety of 
tufts aid dipreffions, even to Adam and the Paradife ; in fimiles, 
apoftrophes, and eéexclamations. - He thinks all thofe left to the 


‘ftate, Whofé labolirs are fublervieht to the luxuries, fuch as perriwig- 


nitkefs; taylofs, toachmakérs, &¢.. To thofe prdfeffions, and we, in 
our wicked’ times, ven many fenfible Catholic readers, may, pér- 
haps, be tempted to add thoufahds of idle, or worfe than idle, 
monks and nuns,: &c, fete 


Ueber die Géfchichte des Defpotifmus in Teutfchland ; or, on the Eiftory of 
- Defpetifi in'Cermany, by Drv Frederick Chr, Fon. Fifeher, Profef- 
Sor of Politttat and Feudal Laws at Haile. 8vo. German. 


Te was Gh the duthor’s intention to write and publith a Hiftory 
of Defpotifti in Germany, but only to give fome hints on thé lewd- 
in’ ideds on this fubjeét, and the outlines of a much larger work ; 
ad to'draw the manceavres by which défpotifm has been formed 
in that couhtry; both in. fo. far as it has fometimes attempted to 
détefmind the relation of thé emperor to the diet; and in fo far 
agit has {ptuhg up in the governments of particular German ftates. 
This latter part Has béen but flightly touched : as thé refletions re- 
lating to-it often depend on the moft minute local cireumftanees 5 
and as the author did not chufe to enter into the hiftory of the 
eighteenth tertury. | | 
Dr. Martin Lusher’s bifber ungedriuchle Briefe; aus Handfchrifien auf 
der véffentlichen Stadt Bibliothek xu Hambarg mitgetheilt 5 or, Dr. 
Mavriih-tuther’s Letters, whith had not yét been publifhed ; comma- 
wicatéd from VSS. extant ix the public Library of the City of Ham- 
burs ; by Dr. Gottfried Schiitse, Prof. and chief Librarian, Vel. I. 


Aes. Pages in 8 yo. Leipzig... German and Latin. 


The. colléGion of :fuch parts of Dr. Martin- Luther's correfpond- 
ence as had never.ytt been publifhed; was undertaken by the late 


Mr..Wolf ; and by the publication of this firft volume of the col- 
jeétion, 
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legtion, Dr. Schiitze has obliged the public, and raifed theic defize 
of feeing thé work conipleted. He has begun with the letters 

tren during the later period of Dy. Luther's life, from rg41— 
1546; of which a fmaller number had been printed than “of thofe 
written during his ‘earlier years. Molt of the letters contained in 
this volume were originally written, and are here publifhed, in 
Latin, and of courfe, acceffible to foreign readers, ‘They are well 
worth attention, not only as produétions and remains of one of 
the greateft and molt active-men of modern times, bat alfo as they 
tend (till farther to illuftrate his own charaéter, and thofe of feyeral 
of his contemporaries ; fuch as Carlftadt, Charles V. and his antago~ 
nifts, duke Henry of Brunfwick, landgrave Philip of Heffe, prince 
George of Anhalt, &c. Charles V. here appears to have {pent 
great fums in bribing -the generals of his enemies.+On the other 
hand, the Pope, France, and Venice, entered into leagues with the 
Turks againft him; Barbaroffa is faid to have drawn 300,000 dollars 
per month from them ; and towards thefe fupplies, even indulgences; 
annates, and taxes, originally defigned, and then ftill. pretended 
for oppofing the Turks, are here faid to have been applied. __ 

Some. cafuiftical decifions, by Dr. Luther, are alf® inferted. 
He thinks the’ marrying a deceafed hufband’s brother, unlawful ; 
and fill more fo, the marrying the mother-in-law of a deceafed 
wife. 
Several of the letters here publifhed, were written, and are print- 
ed in German. As Dr. Schiitze has prefixed German Contents to 
the Latin letters, for the conveniency-of thofe who do not read 
Latin, he might as well have prefixed Latin Contents to the Ger- 
man Letters, fur the conveniency of thofe who do not underftand 
German ; as thefe pofthumons works of Dr. Luther certainly de- 
ferve to be read by more than one nation or age. | 


Andrea. Rydelii, Th. D. Seania et Bleckingie Epifcopt atque Acad: Coro. 
line Procancellarii, Opufeula Latina. 1 Vol, &8v0. Norrkizeping. 


_“‘Re-publithed by profeffor Lidéa, though not highly worth pub- 
lifting. Dr. Rydelius wrote in 1696, a {prightly panegyrid 
on king Charles XII. and this was afterwards focceeded by 
a variety of other f{peeches, differtdtions, &c. fome of. them 
fatyrical ; as an Oratio pro Scepticifmo; an Oratio Figurata con- 
tra Figuras ineptas; Lapis Panegyricus in Staniflaum, R, and 
Monumentum Stenbockianum. Some ufeful for literary hiftory 
fuch as ‘his Funeral Orations on the profeffors of Lund, Erland, 
Lagerloef, 1713, ‘Andre Stobzxus, 1715; and Hakon Stridfberg, 
4718; on the Secretary of the fame Univerfity, Zacharias Rudman, 
17095 and on the Archiprepofitus at Linkiceping, Ole. Langelius, 
3717: * 


Nachrichten von den Gefetzen des Herzoethums Wirtemberz; or, de- 
count of the Lauts of the Duchy of Wirtemberg; by John Friedr. 
Chrift. Werfer. 16 Sheets in Sve, Stuttgart. (German.) 


A very ufefal and well-digefted account of all the general regé- 
lations and ‘laws enacted and publifhed in Wirtembergh, fince the 
year ¥475; with their refpective hiftory, miotives, circumftances, 
and editions; and an account of local, or particular laws. The 
work is divided into two parts: in the’ firft, the laws are arranged 
under their refpeétive heads or objeéts; the fecond part, contains an 
enumeration of the different and fuccefhve collections of the laws, 
’ with an eitimate of their refpective merits. 

Vox. LILI. March, 1782. QL The 
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taxation, was, by tutns, abolithed’ and*re 
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The firk excife-law was enaéted, there i 33,5 that, {pecies of 

a pa tie’centh a la 
excife-law, now in force, is dated 1744, 

From the account of the infurance againft-firey the annual pre- 
mium, or contribution, aMOUNtstO 39 4, OF at mof, to s.creutzers, 
par too florins (60 creutzers make one florin.) The oldeft foreft- 
aw was enacted between 1514 and 1519. © So late as duke Ulric’s 
reign, there was but'one {worn pbyfician in ‘the whole country. In 
1559) phyficiahs ‘were appointed for four towns only. ‘Towards 
the end of the fifteenth century. there’ was. but onevapothecaty’s 
fhop in the,whole duchy, at Stuttgart; and the firtt apathecayies 
dealt alfo in fweetmeats, by way of eking out a livelihood. | 

A Chronological Lift of the Wirtembergh Statutes has been fub- 


joined by way ‘of Appendix. 


Sexti Aurelii, Propertii Elegiarum Libri IV. cum Commentario perpetuo 
P. Burmanni Secundi et multis Dodtorum Notis ineditis, Opus Bur- 
mannit Morte interruptum Laurentius Santentus, ‘J, C.~ abfolvit. 
One Vol. of 990 Pages in 410, befides the Preface.’ Utrecht. 
Propertivsicould not eafily have fallen into better hands.than 

thofe of the late Mr: Burmann, and his friend M. de Santen. The 

text, indeed, has not been greatly improved in this edition: it is 
the text piven by Broukholen, with fo many various:readings re- 
jected ip the notes; and’ wich Scaliger’s :arbitrary: alterations. >\But 
the notes arelamazingly numerous, and replete, with inexhauftible 
ftores, of critical and. philological erudition, accumulated during a 
feri sige y hat ERA ei m3hy Ofio her <2 ole 4 bs ai ub 
Was {his elaborate commentary neither completed nor pub- 
ime ey Me Bas nann himéelf, what prevented diab; Bue 
fortunately “he ‘ehtrafted’ the completion “and publication SB the 
work td oné“of ‘his favourité-eleves, and his friend’ Mr: de Santén, 
one of the fine geniufes of his‘age'and: country, who had already 
diftinguifhed his talents and tafte, -byxexcellent Latin Elegies, and 
apain-by Carmiita,! Jately publifhed im 8vo. at Uuecht.; 3. | > 
When Burmann died, one half of his Commentary was printed 
off, ard the remainder ready for the prefs, all but the laft Elegy, 
the fineft of themJail. The\Commentary«fupplied for this lat. by 

M. deSantemis ot inferior to any of Burmanin's.beft performarices : 

his Preface gives fome account of the MSS. and other helps uled 

by his enila §P whom. he has.addreffed an excellent poem ; ‘ Ad 


. Burmanni Secuadi.* For the text, no Index has ‘heen 
provided ; bat forthe notes, an Index Rerum & Verbortim, atid 
an Index Au€tortim Veterdim, have’ been fubjoined. Niet 
Alexii Symmachi Maxochii, Metrop. Eccl. Neap. Canonici, in, Reg. 
Gymy. Neap.S.S. Intertr, Spictlegit Biblice Tomus II. quo adnotata 
in Nowi Teflatienti Libros continentur. 109 Pages in 4to. Neapoli. 
The two firft. volumes on the Ancient Teftament were publifhed 
in 1762, and 1766, and abound in Ofiental erudition. This third 
volume confifts of Coliecianea, learned indeed, but inferipr in. paint . 
of merit to.the former, and left. anfinifsed, fromthe infirmities in- 
cident to Old AZO ono) Las eumeld les so estate’ 


Te tATeaveay. “AoM 7 
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vias loureis: bis Reniltialioen Gon tea. id onions 


ThE Speech of General Contvay, Member of Parliament for St. Ed- 
. ,monadfoyry, on moving in the Houle of Commons, (on, the sth of 
at Mays, 1730): That leave be given .to bring in, a,Bill for quiet- 
_sing.the Troublesnow reigning in the Britifo Colonies in America 
by E50,??. ' Bvex > Biv 6d. ell, ie : i jo bar 
ae: eloquence of this fpeaker is of a loofe an ffgthy Kind. 
A. His argumentis enfeebled by too many words; his allufions 
to trite paflages of ancient authors are juvenile and affeGed.;, and 
. his vivacity is greater than his judgment. It is, however, pro- 
‘per'to'obferve, that he feems to bréathe the fpirit ofa peed ‘cl- 
tizen ; and that the diftreffes of his country appear to Be a fincere 
object of.his. fympathy and regrets. Ww 


, > 


Confiderations on the American War.’ By Fofeph Williams, 0fqe 
rr uh 4to. 2s. Hookham. — eine ne Pier 
It ;appears. that the author of thefe,Confiderations, ha’ 


ferved::as\an: officer’ in the army twenty years; foun of which | 


he fpent’in America; and that, during: alicthe: tine, » he 
‘made politics ‘his ftudy. In’ order; ‘therefore,* to ' render his 
knowledge and experience ufeful to his count he forined 
the efonited" prefenting it with thefe reflexiohs, “Which are 
ranged under the following heads’; namely, American Indepen- 
dency, -Purfuit.of the War, War, of; Pofts,, Plan of Operation, 
French!Policy.. Mr. Williams, we mutt acknowledge, difcovers 
fuch @ fund of juft obfervation, -and of manly: fentiment,,as; at 
leaft, entitles his' opinions’ to the notice of: thofe:who prefide at 
the helm “of government. FL 90 phoih mahinived oO 


Faits and their Confequences, fubmitted to the-Confideration of the 
People at large, Se. By Fobn' Earl of: Stairs Bve. 15. 
Stockdale. Seek } To tuv0s 101 Powig. 998194 

_ In this pamphlet, the earl of Stair, who Has formbrly Iaid be- 

fore the public his fentiments on the late of affaits, continues to 

maintain, with unabating vehemence,,.that a,profecution of the 

American war mutt fpeedily terminate in a national bankruptcy. 

~ "Whatever might have been ‘thé iffue of 'fiich a'prédtétion, the 

meafures upon which it was founded will ‘probably ‘now be re- 


verted; and perhaps, his lordihip may, therefore, hehceforth en- _ 


‘ty - ‘ié > 7% Se TRAY \ ’- Ow > 
tertain a more favourable idea of the itate of th nation: 


A Speech which'avas pooken in the Affembly-at $2.'C brifiopher'sy on a 
‘ Motion for prefenting an’ Addrefs to bis Mazyefty; relative to the 
Proceedings of Admiral Rodney and General Viughan at 3#} Eu- 

ftatius. 8vo. 15. Debrett. 
The occafion of this Speech was a motion made, November 6, 
‘4785, for‘prefenting to his majefty an addrefs, relative to the 
Q2 pro- 
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proceedings of Admiral Rodney and General Vaughan at St. Ev- 
ftatius ; ahd the préfent dangerous fituation of the Weft India 
iflands. It contains a warm remonitrance againft the indifcrimi- — 
nate confifeation of private property at St, Fuftatius. The con- 
fifcation had been. juftified by the captors, on accdunt of that 
ifland’s having heen a ftorehoufe for the fupply of our enemies : 
bue the author of the Speech obferves, that fuch a plea comes 


with a very illgtace, when the flores fold there by the captors, 


were conveyed, under proteétion againft our cruifets, directly 
into the ports of our enemies, -Such is the allegation, we know 
not how well founded, which the author efforces in this Speech, 
4n Anfoier'to Vamp Overreach’s Letter to the Right Hon. C. Fen- 
kinfom, By Mr. Fenkinfon’s Porter. p 4fe- as. Smith. 

We have always entertained the idea, that porters are afet of 
plain men, who may fometimes give 4 rough anfwer, and -per- 
haps, upon uncommon provocation, even a blow:; but feldom 
have the talent of venting their indignation upon paper. This. 
porter, HOwever, appears to be fo Uiterary a gentleman, that we 
fhould not be furprifed to hear ‘of ltis bemg-promoted to the place 


of his mafter’s feeretary. 
Extrad of ax original Letter from Calcutta, relative to the Admi- 
«2 ftration of YuMlice by Sir Elijah Impey. Sve. 13. 6d. Debrett. 

The author of this Letter expofes, in {trong colours, the de- 

fects and inconfiltencies in the conftitution of the Supreme Court 

of Judicature in Bengal; and, as the moft falutary means for 

remedying thofe evils, he recommends trial by juries, in civil as. 

well as in criminal cafes. 


A few Words in Bebalf of the-Poor, being Remarks upon a Pian 
propofed by Mr. Gilbert, for lmproving the Police of this Country, 
Ge. sto. 6d. Robinfon. — | 
The author of this. pamphlet 4s Mr. Zouch, a juftice of the 

peace, and who, confequently, ought to be acquainted with what 

relates tothe poor. In his remarks upon the three bills which 
are to be Offered to parliament,. refpecting the poor, houfes of 
eorrectidn, and vagrants; he obferves, it is recited in the pre- 
amble, that ‘ many places have affociated, and formed agree- 

ments for joining in the expence of providing work-houfes, &c.’ 

But, he fays, there are in this country few initances of fuch af- 

fociations as thefe: that ‘ wherever the law for farming oxt the 

_poor hath been put in execution, (and this bill feems indirectly 

to have adopted the /ame principle) injuftice, inhumanity, and 

fraud, have been the certain ‘confequence.' He obférves, that 
thofe who are acquainted. with the management of the poor, 
eveh in a fag parifh, will acknowlege the difficulties attending 
it. “What’then, be afks, may be the confequence of uniting 
two of more parifhes, with joint pewers, to furnifh one common 
worktiewfé?. And he rejects; the-idea,. that any advantage can 

-acerue fromm the induttry of the old, fick, infirm, and perfons 

incapable of maintaining themfelves.. “ 

re 
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_Mr. Zouch is, doubtlefs, commendable for laying beforg— 
the ‘public _fiich remarks as Occur to’ him on ‘the propofed 
bills ; but-he might render his endeavours more ufeful, by fug- 
getting what he thinks the moft probable means of obviating every 
inconyenience, with which he imagines they would be attended. 
An Hiftorical and Political View of the prefent qnd ancient State of 

the Calony of Surinam. 8vo. 35. Nicoll. . 
It appears: from this narrative, that the colony of Surinam, 
though pofieffing great natural advantages, has, partly from the 
mifconduét of the colonifts, and partly from a relaxation of go- 
vernment, fallen into a ftate of anarchy and decling. Of this 
colony, it feems, one third part belongs to the Dutch Eaft Indig 
Company, another to the city of Amfterdam, and the third is 
in private hands. The writer urges, that, in order to reform 
all abufes, the republic fhould take the whole colony into its 
own manavement, 


PO Bi AR Ys 


The Britifb Hero in Captivity. ato. 1s. 6d. »Robfon. 

This little poem, efpecially when confidéred as the firft effort 
of a young writer, deferves our warmeft approbation: the fen- 
timents are well fuited to the fubje&, and the lines.eafy and 
Harmonious, without any of the turgid pomp and affectation too 
often found in Miltomic verfe, which, in general, is, we think, 
but ill adapted to. panegyric, That deferyed tribute of praife 
which the author has paid to the truly great and exalted cha- 
racter of lord Cornwallis, cannot but be well received by a grate- 
ful public, who have been fo much indebted to him. 

ihe following fpirited addrefs will confirm our judgment on 
the merits of this ingenious writer. | | 


¢ Arife, ye fhades of our depaxted fires, 

Ye, who,: your country’s welfare to infyre, 
Etteem’d e’en life a facrifice too mean ; 
Behold on hi:n your genuine fpirit rett. 
What joy would flufh your venerable cheeks, 
To find till glowing with unconquer’d force 
Your longings, your enthufiaftic zeal 

To make Britannia eminently blefs’d ; 

To find him deeply feeling all her wrongs, 
And nobly fharing her difirefs like you * 
Rife, and with all your art a chaplet weave, 
Which hall defy the wintry blafts of Time, 
And with eternal honours grace his brows.” 


His defcription of the miferies brought upon us by the Ame- 
rican war, With his encomitim ‘on the unfortunate André, are 
extremely poetical and pathetic. "Fhe poem is dedicated, we 
fuppofe by permiffion, t6 the ‘prince of ‘Wales, who, as an en- 


courager of merit, will, we'hope, take the young bard ypder his 
pr otection. ae kina 


Q 3 Poem 
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Poem to the Memory of Lady Miller. By Mis Seward. 4to. 15. 6d. 


7 __ Robinfon. The ee 

The late lady Miller, of Bath-Eafton,, near,Bath,. held :an afs 
fembly at that elegant. villa once.a fortnight, during, the; Bath 
feafon. She rendered this meeting a, poetical inftitution, giving 
out fubjects at each aflembly for poems, to be read at the enfuing 
one. The yerfes. were depofited in an antigue,.Etrufcan vafe, 
and were drawn out by gentlemen appointed to read them aloud, 
and to judge of their rival merits. Thefé gentlemen, ignorant 
of the authors, fele€ted three poems from the collection, which 
they thought moft ‘worthy of the three. myrtle wreaths, -decteed 
as the rewards‘and ‘honours of the day, ‘The names. of the per- 
fons who had obtained the prizes were then announced, by lad 
Millers ‘This continued about’ fix years, and ceafed on the 
death of ‘its amiable patronefs, which happened in July 1781. 

It is much to be lamented that an inftitution of fo agreeable'a 
nature, which opened a riew path for poetical genius to expatiate 
in, fhould not have been adopted and ¢arried on: by fome fur- 

_Viving friends of the Mufes, In the mean time, a more elegant 
compliment could not, be paid.to the defign, or the. much re- 
gretted patronefs of it, than that which the admired pen of Mifs 
Seward has here beftowed upon them. ‘The fame lively glow of 
imagination,’ and bewitching harmony of snumbers, which fhone 
fo confprevoufly! inher Elegy on Captain Cook, and the,Monody 
on Major André, feem to animate the. performance before, .us, 
which, whilftit fhews:the: brilliancy of sher genius, .and the cor- 
recinefs of her ftyle; do:honour to her heart and, feelings: by the 
praife which fhe’gives to her cotemporaries, £5 
Amongtt her fellow-labourers in the poetical vineyard of Bath- 
Eafton, we findithe:names of Graves, Whalley, and Anftey, thus 
immortalized by our modern Sappho. 


¢ Dear to the parent-foutce from whence I drew 

The fpark of life, aud all that life endears, 
Time-hondur’d Graves! with dutéous joy | wew - 

Thy hollies blufhing through the fnow of years } 
Their’ wintry colours the chafte fhrine adorn, © °°" 
Vivid as génius ‘blends in lifé’s‘exulting morn.’— 
¢ — There tender, Whalley ftruek bis filver lyre 

To Love and,.Nature Bodh mingled flows 
With elegiac fweetnefs epic fire, 

In the foft ftory of his Edwy’s.woes ; 

Its beauteous page fhall prompt, thro’ diftant years, 
The thrill of generous joy, the tidé of pitying tears.’ 
¢ -- Anftey himfelf wou’d.join the fportive band, 

Scat, siiesuceat By ferious nat Kh 
At the light waving of whofe magic wand, 

“New founcaing rofe, and flow, with endlefs mirth 
Pouring on Fahcy’s foul a slow as warm, 
As Bath’s rich fprings impart to Health’s reviving wee 
| ‘ ime 


. 
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* Immortal Truth, for his falubrious fong, 
_, Pluck’ fe nfading daurel from her fane ; 
Since oft’, the ane h of Momus’ throng, 
Wifdom hes gravely finil *a, atid prais’d the ftrain ; 
Pleas’d to'behold the fools of fafhion hit 
By néw, ‘unrival’d ‘thafts of Ridicule and Wit.’ 
The reft of this poem is equally elegant and’ well-written with 
the paflages above quoted; and, as fuch, we would ftrongly re- 
commend it to the perufal and admiration of our readers. 


Sacred Odes» or Pfalms of David, par apbrafed from the Original 
Hebrew. 4to.. 15... Wilkie. ~ 

Thefe Sinan Pfalms are. publithed as an eflay or fpecimen. If 
they meet, with a favourable: reception fromthe public, the au- 
thor fays, he,may poflibly be encouraged to proceed in his de- 
fign, and afterwards publith a more confiderable number of the 
Pfalms, paraphrafed in-a fimilar manner, and accompanied with 
obiervations upon the Hebrew. text.—His defign is. laudable ; but 
we, are much afraid, that we fhall never be able to congratulate 
him on the fuccefs of his undertaking. 


Tbe Mouse and the Lion, a Tale.  Inferibed to the very reverend 
and léarned the Dean of Gloucefter. 4to. “15, Stockdale, 
Ridiculus mus, ohare 
The Royal Chafes a ridtacans ato.) Se) . Kearlly. 
Tn the whole pack of ‘fcentlefs hounds that: hunt) perpetually 
over the barren fegions of Parnaffus, there! isi mot‘a duller dog 


chan the author of ‘this Chafe s:nota foxhenter ain’ the kingdom 


could have written 4 worfe:poem..« As‘a fketch of>dur author’s 
excellent knack at rhime* and fatire, take the a melan- 
choly allafion. | 
* Great as. appear thefe hard fhips, greater fills 

(All owing to the rider’s want of) fkill)::: 5 +) 

Befel the lucklefs Scot, whom fate decrees, 

Our |—d ec —f.j —-e of thee —— ——; 

For he that aoe had chane’d t° have crofy’d atteed 

Lean as himfelf, and he is.lean indeed ; 

Stroking his beat, he cry’d, ‘© In troth, ye Wags, 

Scotland’s the place for, breeding bonny nags.” 

Thefe words no fooner '{cap’d the baron’s lips, 

Than, frighten’d by the fmacking of’ fonie whips, 

His hotter rear’d up, and ‘gave # pltingé: *tis faid 

My lord was thrown,’ and pitch’d upon'his bead.’ 


If the writer of thefe lines had, by a” fill ‘ftom’ his Pegafus, 
met_with the fame fate, and ; Bib upon bis bead, ‘it would nor, 
we imagine, have been attended with any fatal confeqitences. 


The Female Kidnappers 5 or the tx Wi the Infant, @ Pym. 4to. 


15. 6 





Occafional fquibs 5 of. this nature, * A pitt fond sirnctabla . 


has engag ed public at- 
_tention, 


eccurrence in the fafonable won) 


ee | 
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tention, have feldom that degrée of merit which diftingyifhes 
the little poem before us, wherein we meéet with many ftrokes 
wit and humour, in very harmonious vérie. It -opens 
US 3 
‘¢ When youthful Cupid in fome widow’d dame 
Stits the warm embers of his former flame; 
When mem’ry cafts her eye on paft delights, 
And fenfe compares them with unfocial nights ; 
When ardent fancy fets before her view | 
Jn cleareft lights how one and one make two; 
Tis then, O! then fhe floats on Paffion’s wave ; 
And e’en regrets the fellow in the grave ! 
Then, like the dew from dropping fkies diftill’d, 
To ipread tich*moifture o’er the thirfty field, 
Love to her wifh unfojds his geuial flore, 
‘Thrills ev’ry pulfe, and melts in ev’ry pore: 
Rekindling ardor rages in her breatft, 
And keen regret deprives her foul of reft. 
Scarce from one lordly tyrant’s empire free’d, 
Her next coneern is who fhall next fucceed ; 
And in one breath fhe fpurns his haughty reign, 
And ardent fighs to wear a fecond chain, 
For this, fagacious as the tutor’d hound, 
She beats, in queft of game, the fields around ; 
For this, allures her prey with accents meek, 
And lays th’enfnaring bird-lime on her check; 
Watchful fhe fits, the treach’rous man-trap fet, 
And fpreads around the heart-beguiling net : 
Nor quits the chace (fave fate her labour foils) 
Till fome youny goldfinch pants within her toils ; 
Which whiftling im the matfimonial cage, 
May charm the terrors of approaching age.’— 


Our readers: will fee, by this little fpecimen, that the author 
is not void of poetical talehts, which feem to call for a fubje& 
pf more confequence to difplay them in their proper luftre. We 
are forry to remark, that the ftory of the Female Kidnappers, 
_ has, in many parts of this performance, betrayed the writer 
jnto fome images and expreffions not altogether fo decent as we 
could have wifhedto'find them ; in this refpect it may be faid to 
be too well written. We fhould be'glad to meet this author 
jn lefs flippery paths, and ona chafter’ fubje&. | 


Ode io Cloacind. 4to. 6, Faulder. 


Amongtt the wits of every age, there. are always fome whim 
fical and eccentric genuifes, who, without, any..regard to the 
quodcunque decens, take the liberty of faying any thing on any 
fubjeét that fijkes their fancy ; am ongft thefe may be ranked the 
author of Cloacina, who, on a, fubject. not very, delicate,. has 

iven us fome lines that have both Ritsour ail poetry in them, ag 
: fhe following fpeciinen will convince ouy readers, 


¢ Al- 
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§ Alchymifts, in days of old) +. 
Tir’d of changing lead to gold, . 
Tried their arts, nor tried in vain 
To gather {weets from thy domain, 
Extracting (itrange to tell) a rich petfume : 
St. Patrick’s peerlefs dean from hence, 
With equal fortune, equal ‘kill, 
Sublim’d thy poignant quinteffence, 
And with the wanton fallies of hrs quill 
Charm’d the world with Caffy’s flatne, 
Czlia’s fault, that wants a name, 
With curious eye to peep he did pean & 
In Chloe’s wetdifig fheéts, and od’rous dreffing room,” 
To adapt the pamphlet to the fubject, the ingenious writer has 
rinted it on a very foft blue paper; and tells us, in an adver- 
tifement prefixed, that ladies of quality, or fine gentlemen, who 
may wifh for an impreffion on filver paper, on applying to'the 
printer, will be accommodated with the utmoft expedition. 
The motto to this poem is happily applied from Horace :+~ 
Vetus ara multo 
fumat odore. 


to which might have been added, with equal propriety : 
Non pofferis, fed pofterioribus. Beis" 


DRAMA T:1¢. 


The Dramatic Puffers, a Prelude; as performed at the Theatre 
Royal in Covent-Garden. 8v0. 6d. Kearfly. 


This Prelude is intended to fatyrife and turn into ridicule the 
fafhionable mode of puffing off the performers and performances 
of the London Theatres in the daily papers, by hireling ferib- 
lers, fuppofed to be employed by managers and authors a that 
purpofe. The defign is good, but the execution fo miferable, 
that it fearce caufes a fingle finile or mark of approbation through- 
out the whole dialogue, which is extremely dull, flat, and ua- 
jnterefting. As this piece has not been very ufeful to the co- 
medy it is prefixed to, fo neither, we apprehend, can the publi- 
cation be of any fervice to the perfons concerned unit, - 
The Choice of Harlequin ; a the Indian: Chief. 80. ts, 

Ri cy. : EAT See 

It very feldom happens that a pantomime meets with. the ho- 
nour of publication, as entertainments of this kind are intended 
to be feen ahd nét read.’ The Choice of Harlequin may,. how- 
ever, lay’claim to'fome fi ity, by its ‘new attempt to con- 
vey inftruétion, and render Harliquinades fubfervient to morality, 
The fongs interfperféd in ‘this’ performance are well ‘written, “bat 
ghe mule, we-ate informed,’ very ipdifefent, 


NOVELS, 
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N O V EL S. 


The Young Philofopher, or the Natural Son. A Dramatic Novel. 
2 Vols. Small 8vo. 75. Bowen. 

This novel is evidently borrowed from:a French original ; 
yet, it is mot given to the public as a tranflation, or as an imi- 
tation. It abounds in incidents, has vivacity, and paints man- 
ners and life with a bold pencil. But in the character of the 
Young Philofopher, the author injudicioufly fubftitutes fimpli- 
city for talents ; and from this defect it proceeds, that the reader 
does not enter with eafe into the difappointments and miftakes of | 
the hero of the piece. The ftory is unequal; and the conclu- 
fion, which ought to have been laboured and artful, is abrupt 
and unfatisfactory. — 7 


An. interefling Sketch of Gentecl Life. | 3 Vols. Small Offavo. 75. 6d. 


Law. 


There is in thefe volumes much: bufinefs with little incident ; 
and a great many perfons without intereft. The author has no 
invention ; the characters are not difcriminated with art or know- 
ledge; and the language, though eafy, is often colloquial and 


vulgar. 
MED IT.C AL. 


An Enquiry into the Nature, Caufes, and Method of Cure, of 

_Nerwous Diforders. By Alexander Thomfon, M.D. fecond 

Edition. 8vo. 1s. Murray. 

In the’prefent edition, this enquiry, which we lately had oc- 
cafion to recommend, is confiderably enlarged, with ingenious 
and practical obfervations ; of thefe we fhall extract a tew, for 
the gratification of our readers. 

Concerning the nature of nervous diforders, we meet with the 
following remarks, : 

* Difeafes of this clafs fhow a peculiar tendency to affect the 
imagination ; in fuch a degree, at leaft, that the mind is more 
-expofed. to the tranfient impreffion of deprayed.or whimfical 
“ideas, than in a ftate of perfeét health. To the fame tendency, 
thay be afcribed the habit of dreaming, fo common with perfons 
of weak nerves. eisai 

¢ When this'feeble ftate ‘of the nerves has continued fome 
time,» we'findiit, »in: moft, cafes, accompanied with a depreflion of 
the {pirits; -but, before: the-unfortunate acceflien, may often be 
remarked: a firangedifpofition to, laughter. Inftances are not 
wanting, of; perfons, who, on hearing.a melancholy ftory, un- 
attended with any. ludicrous circumflance, cannot, at the hazard 
of giving offence, refitt an impulfe to nfibility. . This involun- 
tary emotion, apparently eppofite to, the, natural, .may juftly be 
confidered 'as‘an indication of diftempered fenfibility ; and is one 
of the leaft fallible :figns ef an incipient,relaxation of the nerves, 
When this fymptom. occurs, let the perfon carefully guard 

rayoce againft 
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againft every caufe of debility, and engage in fuch habits as may 
fecure the conftitution from the farther progrefs of the difeafe.’ — 

On the apparent relation between nervous and fcorbutic com- 
plaints, we are prefented with the fubfequent paflage. 

‘ It is not uncommon for a diforder of the nerves to be mif- 
taken for a fcorbutic complaint. ‘The fudden difappearance even 
of a trifling eruption will often give rife to nervous fymptoms ; 
while, on the contrary, the latter, on the expulfion of an acri- 
monious humor to the furface of the body, will fubfide. This 


viciflitude of fymptoms may feem to denote, if not an identity, 


at leaft, a steak of affection ; and it is only by a ftri@ en- 
quiry into the conttitution of the patient, that we can be enabled 
to determine whether was the original difeafe. Both complaints 
may, for atime, remain diftin€t, and either independent on its 
companion ; but, at laft, if not prevented, they may form a de- 
ftructive combination, mutually encreafing and encreafed, in the 
different, but now indifcriminate, capacities of caufe and effect.’ 

The prognoftic of nervous diforders is. drawn with equal juft- 
nefs and elegance. ee | 

‘In regard to the prognoftic of nervous diforders, little can be 
affirmed with any degree of precifion. Having neither any cri- 
tical period, nor regular progreflion, they are exempt from the 
laws which govern lefs eccentric difeafes ; and their termination 
muft greatly dépend on contingency. The complaint, howéver, 
is mott dangerous, nay, leaft furmountable, when it procéeds 
from cbGtadlinns of the abdominal vifcera. It often brings the 
marks of age if an early feafon; but it feems not; therefore, 
unlefs aggravated by irregularities, to accelerate the -clofe ‘of 
mortal exiftence. It may blaft the rofes which ftrow the path of 
life, and it may fill the mind with apprehenfions; but may 
never prove fo outrageous, as to burft open the gates, which 
lead to the manfions of infanity, and defperation.’ 

When we confider the numerous and’ judicious obfervations, 
contained in this pamphlet, we muft acknowlege, that it me- 
rits the favourable reception, with which it is diftinguifhed by 
the public. 


An Account wf the Fail-F ever, as it appeared at C arlifles in 1784. 
By John Heyfbam, M.D. 8vo, Cadell... .; 


The hiftory of this fever, which prevailed in Carlifle-Jaft 
year, is diftinétly related by Dr. Heyfham, who alfo makes fome 
judicious obfervations on its caufes, both remote:and occa 
But what deferves chiefly to be mentioned, is the great. benefit 
which he obferved to a¢erue from a more early, and freerufeof 
the bark and Port wine than 1s generally recommeniled,, To an 
adult, he gave two fcruples of the bark, every two» on three 
hours; and ufually ordered from one bottle, to.two bottles) and 
_ g@ half of port wine, in the {pace of twenty-four hours.) -'- |, 
DIVINITY, 














Monrxuuy Catrarocu®, 


DBs Mc S50N; Eo Tix 


A Sermon preached before the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, on 
"Friday, Feb. 8. 1782, being the Day appointed for a General 
Faft, By Samuel, Lord Bifbop of Gloucefier. 4to. 1s. Cadell, 
‘Your iniquities haveturned away thefe things; and your fins 
have witholden good things from you.” Jer. v. 15. 

In difcourfing on thefe words his lord{hip contiders the two 
caufes, which ufually occafion the decay and fall of empires, ex- . 
ternal violence and interna! corruption, with reference to this 
nation, in the prefent crifis. 

Under the fecond of thefe heads he takes notice of the writ- 
ings of Hume and Chefterfield, the frequency of divorces, and 
other inftances of our profligacy, both in principles and man- 
ners. 


A Sermon preached at Fitzroy Chapel, Feb. 8, 1782. By F. N- 
Puddicombe, M. 4. 4to. 1s. Johnfon. 


From thefe words of the Pfalmift, ‘ The facrifices of God are 
a broken fpirit,’ &c. Pfal. li. 17. the author takes eccation to con- 
fider the national bleflings we have enjoyed, the misfortunes we 
have lately experienced, the ingratitude of our Tranfatlantic bre- 
thren, and that application to heaven, and amendment of life, 
which the appointment of a religious faft more particularly im- 
plies. | 

_44 Sermon preached at Swinderby, in Lincolnfbire, Feb. 8, 1782. 
By Fobn Difaey, D. D. 8v0, 6d. Jobnfon. 

This writer takes his text from Ezek. xviii. 31, 32. * Catt 
away from you all your tran{greffions,’ &c. and having pointed 
@ut the import of-thefe words, he fhews, in what refpeét they are 
applicable to the people of this kingdom ; giving us, at thefame 
time, a reprefentation of our national iniquities;- and conclud- 
ing very properly with exhortations to repentance. 

The author expreffes his fentiments of the meafures which 
have been purfucd, with refpect to America, in the following 
terms : 

_ © Let him that has attempted or advifed to defpoil his country 
. of its liberties, its honour, and its wealth, and to harai{s.a brave, 
a free, and an independent people with all the horrors of a civil 
war ;=—to {tain a brother’s hand with a brother’s blood; to infult . 
and opprefs a large and favoured continent of friends; to plant 

thorns and briars where lilies and rofes grew, and would have 

profpered ; to fow the feeds of jealoufy and hatred, where reign- 
ed confidence and love; let him or them, whoe’er they be, fire- 
nuouily labour, with inftant and unceafing aifiduity, to heal the 
breach they have made,—to bind up the wounds—to give health 
to two. exhaufled countries,—to acknowledge their errors and 
-aranfgreffions, that fo they may now facrifice to the juftice of a 
much injured and diftracted empire, and that, before the day of 
retribution, they may make their peace with God,’ 
, se | lf 
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If this paragraph was delivered in the parifh church of Swin- 
derby, we fee no effect, which it could poffibly have in.that 
place, but that of exciting a {pirit of impotent rancour agaiof 
the governfnent in-the minds of his auditors, which furely ought 
to be cautioufly avoided by every preacher of the gofpel. 


A Sermon on the Opening a Charity School in Warrington, 
preached Feb. 3, 1782. By Edward Owen, M.A. Sve. 6d. 
Lowndes, . 

A plain unelaborate difcourfe, printed moft probably, without 
much correction, as it was delivered. The purport of itis to 
recommend the charity-fchool at Warrington; and fome of the 
principal argutnents, which the author alleges for that purpofe, 
are thefe confiderations, that educating, clothing, and fupport- 
mg poor children is a beneficial charity, liable to no perverfion; 
and that perfons in almoft all ranks may find fufficient refources 
for their liberality, by retrenching their idle and fuperfluous ex- 


pences, 
MISCELLANEOUS. 


Dionyfii Halicarnaffenfis de Antiquis Oratoribus Commentarii. Ree 
cenfuit Edvardus Rowe Mores, Armiger, A.M. Nuper e Coll. 
Reg. Oxon, S8vo. 5s. Rivington. 

Dionyfius of Halicarnaflus, the author of this tract, has ren- 
dered his name immortal by his valuable writings. He came 
into Italy about ‘28 years before the birth of Chrift, and con- 
tinued there three and twenty years, probably till his death, 
He compofed a hiftory of Rome, intitled, Roman Antiquities, 
in twenty books ; but we have only eleven of them now remain- 
ang. He likewife wrote a variety of rhetorical and critical tracts, 
of which about eight are preferved. His book De Stru€tura Ora- 
tionis is well known by Upton’s edition ; and the character of 
that work will naturally recommend thefe Commentaries to tlaf- 
fical readers. . 

This publication confifts of two pee: The firft contains eri- 
tical obiervations on the writings of Lyfias, [focrates,. and Hzeus. 
The fecond on-Demofthenes and Dinarchus. But in both thefe 
articles there are-feveral ‘mutilations. | 

The late Mr. Mores had this work printed at Oxford in the 
year 1749; and, while he was employed in preparing it for the 
prefs, wrote to feveral learned men in different parts of Europe, 
‘mm order to procure any information, which might be of fervice 
to him in completing his edition. But he met with no fuccefs. 
As he intended to fubjoin fome annotations, he poftponed the 
publication; though it does not appear that he ever executed his 
defign : at leaft, nothing of that nature was found among his 
papers, except fome remarks on the margin of 2 copy of Hud- 
fon’s edition, which was purchafed, at the fale of his books, 
by fome -perfon, unknown to the prefent editor, The reader 
-will much regret the want of thofe excellent obfervations, which 
might have been expected from the very learned and judicious 
Mr. Mores. An 
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An Introduélion to Menfuration, and Praétical Geometry. With 
Notes, containing the reafon of every Rule, concifely and clearly ae- 
monfirated. By Fobn Bonnycaftle. s2mo. 2s 6d. boards. Johnfon. 


The art of meafuring isan invention of - the higheft antiquity, 
and has long been corifideréd as one of the moft ufeful and im- 
portant branches of mathematical learning. Its application to 
moft of the other fciences is. general and extenfive ; andits ufein 
the affairs of life, and tranfactions of men, is univerfally known 
and acknowleged. | 

But notwithftanding the apparent excellence and manifeft uti- 
lity of this fubjet, this art has been greatly neglected, not only 
by mathematicians themfelves, but even by thofe whofe occu- 
pations and profeffions have an abfolute dependence upon it for 
their eftablifhment and’ perfefion. Till within a few years paft, 
there was no regular and well digefted treatife upon this fubject. 
in the Englifh language, from which either the man of {fcience 
or the artift, could derive the leaft fatisfactory information. 

Dr. Hutton was the firft perfon, in this country, who united 
the theory with the practice, and treated of the fcience in a pro- 

rand methodical manner, worthy the dignity and importance 
of its fubject. But as his excellent treatife can be read only by 
fuch as are acquainted with feveral other branches of the ma- 
thematics, 4 more familiar introduction was ftill much wanting, 
adapted to the ufe of mechanics, and learnersin general, 

This defeét the author of the prefent ufeful and judicious per- 
formance has endeavoured to fupply ; and by treating of the fub- 
ject in an eafy and popular manner, has made it plain and intel li- 

ible to the meaneft capacity. But the plan and defign of this 
work will be beft underftood by the following extract, from the 
author’s preface, which contains a juft and concife account of the’ 

erformance. . : ; 

me Tie method [ have obferved, in compofing this work, is that 

which was ufed in the Scholar’s Guide to Arithmetic ; aad, 26 

my obje& has been to facilitate the acquirement of the fame kind 

of ufeful knowlege, I am not without hopes of its being reccived 


ith equal candour and approbation. 
ae si echaak lisse: ad Tell defigned for the ufe of mere no- 
vices, it has always appeared to me, that plain and concife rules, 
with proper exercifes, are entirely fufficient for the purpofe. In 
{cience, as well as in morals, example will ever inforce and il- 
luftrate’ precept ; and for this reafon, an operation wrought out 
at full length, will be found of more fervice to beginners than all 
the tedious direétions and obfervations that can poffibly be given 
them. From conftant experience [ have been confirmed in this 
Sdea; and itis in purfuance of it that I have formed the plan of 
this publication. { have not been ambitious of adding much 
new: matter to the fubjeét ; but only to arrange and methodize 
it in a manner more eafy and rational than had been done be- 


fore ‘ The 
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* The text part of the work contains the rules'in’ words af 
length, with examples to exercife them; and in order that the 
learner may not be perplexed and interrupted in his progrefs, 
the remarks and demonftrations are confined to the notes, and. 
may be confulted or not, as fhall be thought neceflary. 

© To thofe who would wifh not to take things upon truft, but 
to be acquainted with the grounds and rationale of the operations 
they pertains the deagalicarions will be found extremely fer- 
viceable’; and for this purpofe I have endeavoured to make them 
as eafy as the nature of the fubject would admit, But they can 
be confulted only by fuch as have made a previous acquaintance’ 
with feveral other branches of mathematical learning. 

¢ In the practical geometry, prefixed to this treatife, fuch 
problems only are introduced as were known to be moft inti- 
mately connected with the fubjeét. And as this part of the 
work is a proper and neceffary introduction to the reft, I haye 
{pared no pains in making it as clear and intelligible as poffible, 

¢ Upon the whole, I have endeavoured to confult the wants of 


- the learner more than thofe of the man of f{cience, And if] have 


fucceeded in this refpeét, my purpofe is anfwered. I have not 
fought for reputation as. a mathematician, but only to be ufeful 
as a tutor.’ 

This plan the author has ftri¢tly adhered to; and his work is 
executed in a manner which cannot fail of recommending it to the 
notice and protection of the public. 


Bibliotheca Topographica Britannica. No. IV. Memoirs of Sir 
John Hawkwood. gto. 25. Nichols. 


The hero of thefe Memoirs was born at Sible Hedingham, in 
Effex, in the reign of Edward II. He is faid to have been the 
fon of a tanner, and to have been put apprentice to a-taylor in 
London. But he foon, fays Fuller, * turned his needle into a 
{word, and-his thimble into a fhield,’ being preffed into the fer- 
vice of Edward III. for his wars in France. {in his military ca- 
pacity he behaved fo valiantly, that from a common foldier he 
was promoted to the rank of a captain, and for fome farther 


good fervice, had the honour of knighthood conferred on him 
by that king. His general, the Black Prince, highly efteemed 
him for his valour and conduct, of which he gave extraordinary 
proof at the battle of Poitiers. . 

U;on the conclufion of the peace between the Englifh and 
French, by the treaty of Bretigni, in’ 1360, fir John, finding 
his eitate too {mall to fupport his title, affociated .with certain 
military adventurers, who, on their difmiffion from their re{pec- 
tive fervices, fupported themfelves by marauding and plunders 
ing. or by engaging in‘the fervice of inferior ftates, which hap- 
pened to be at war with each other. By this affociation, our 
hero acquired great wealth, and an acceffion of followers and power. 

After he had roved from one country to another, he went into 
Italy about the year 1363, and fucceffively engaged in the fervice 
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of the Pifans;. Berngbo Vifeoniti, brother to Galeazzo, duke pf 
Milan ; pope Gregory XI. and the Florentines. ‘In thefe dif- 
ferent fervices he acquired great reputation by his bravery, his 
prudent conduc, and mnilicary difcipline, i | 

’ Sir John. continu in the fervice of the Florentines near 
twenty years, and enjoyed,a very confiderable appointment -in 
that republic til his death, ans | happened at his houfe near 
Florence in }393. His funeral was celebrated with great mags 
nificence, and the lamentation of the whole city. His remains 
were depofited in the church of St, Reparata, where a ftatue (as 
Poggio and Roffi call it, though it is well known to have been a 
portrait) of him was put up by public decree. | 

A. cenotaph was: alfo ereéted-to his memory, by his executors, 

in his native town. This monument full remains; and a print 
of it is prefixed to thefe Memoirs. | 


Sir John appears to have been twice married, and to have had 


. a fon before he left-England.. {na Jtaly he married Donna, or 


Domnitia, the natural daughter of Bernabo, by whom he hada’ 
fon bora in Italy, and knighted, 

An engraved pera of this celebrated warrior was prefented 
to the Society of Antiquaries in 1775, by lord Hailes, and is 
now publifheds ‘This incident gave occafion to thefe Memoirs, 


which were,drawn up, and read before the fociety, in 1776, 


Queries ta Lord Audley. By Philip Thickveffe. Seo. ts. 


Mr. Philip Thickneffe, a gentleman well known in-the polite 
and literary world, in thefe peice reproaches lord Audley, 
his fon by a firfi-wife, for négleét and bad treatment, of hime 
All we can learn by this publication is, that the, fon is rich and 
the father poor, and that they cannot agree. < As this feems to. 
be a kind of American war, parent againft child, and child 
againft parent; we can only with, that this, like the’ other un- 
natural conteft, may be quickly determined, and end in’ an ho- 
neurablé and-lafting peace. 


. 


- & Concife Account of Vayages for the Difcovery of a North-weff : 


- Paffagee i2ame. ih Od... Bews, 


This account appears to have been written before'tbhe return 
of the two hips, which failed andersthe “command of- captain 
Cook, for. the :di ry Of a north-wet paflagé ; and at 7 tinie, 
therefore, whensfome hope was entettained of the pratticability 
of that ¢nterprize.. Li acipedh'eb etiy Seriser attempt madé for. 
the fame purpofe, we*hardly meet ‘with ‘any information from 
this writer ; but he has given a fummmary, and: > er eg 
of the rife and progrefs of navigatiow’among-the varipis na: 
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